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It’s So Easy to Fly a Breezy!
By Bob Ferguson
If you read the January issue of The Oklahoma Aviator
you already know my favorite
flying machine is the Jetwing
Trike. Before that airplane
soared into my life, my favorite
was the Breezy. And it is only
in second place by a nose, or,
perhaps, a lack of a nose! If you
read the February issue you
know that Mike Huffman and I
share a love of the Breezy and
have had some similar experiences with it.
So what is a Breezy? Is
there anyone out there, really,
who has not seen Red
Stevenson flying his Breezy at
air shows, fly-ins, and other
aviation gatherings? That's
where I first encountered the
Breezy and had my first flights
in (on?) It. More on that later.
The Breezy looks like
someone went out in the night,
cut down a radio tower, dragged
it back to the garage on its side,
put wheels, engine, wings, tail
and seats on it, and then decided to see if it would fly.
Guess what? It did!! And it

turned out to be one of the most
fun flying machines you can ever
experience (except the Trike, of
course).
The fuselage is actually
made from aircraft-quality steel
tubing, built to plans developed
by Carl Unger, Charles Roloff,
and Bob Liposki in 1964.
Many available wings and tail
feathers can be used to complete the airframe, and a variety
of common engines can be fitted to power it. Some of the
most common arrangements are
Piper PA-12, J-3, PA-18 wings
with C-85, C-90, O-200 or O235 engines. They have also
been built with Aeronca,
Luscombe, and even Cessna
150 wings.
My favorite has the Piper
wings with a 150 HP Lycoming
O-320 engine and Harley motorcycle wheels. Hey, it's an
experimental-- let your imagination run free! I have partners in
the airplane and we all bring
something different to the idea
pool. The airplane is actually
the one Red Stevenson owned
five different times. He is re-

sponsible for the bigger engine
and a list of smaller additions,
like the siren under the rear seat.
Makes a much better attentiongetter than just hollering "Clear
Prop!"
My first flight was also my
first solo on the plane. It happened, to the best of my
memory, in 1978, when I called
Red to see if he would take me
for a ride. He said "You can do
better than that. I'll let you fly
it." I was excited! He asked me
to meet him at Haskell airport
so I could fly it off the grass the
first time. I flew down in my
Piper Clipper at the appointed
date and time and Red soon
appeared with the Breezy.
He taxied into the ramp area
where I was waiting, got down
from the pilot's seat with the engine still running, and gave me
my pre-flight briefing: "This is the
throttle, this is the brake- it only
works on one side but you
won't need it. The airspeed indicator is here but it doesn't
read right until you get level in
cruise, but you won't need it!
Just pull the wheel back to your

The “Big Wheel Breezy” with Bob Ferguson at the controls.

chest on takeoff and when the
nose starts to come up, just put
the wheel forward to hold it
where you want it. Just the opposite on landing- use about
1500 RPM (the tach is down
there, under your legs) and
when the mains touch down
bring the wheel back towards
your chest to keep the nose
from coming down too quick.
Go have a ball!"
My first comment was
"Aren't you going along?" His
answer: " I don't know what
for. There aren't any controls
in the back seat and we can't
talk because of the noise. Besides, you will enjoy it more
without a passenger. Now go
fly." So I did.
Taxiing was OK, but the
steering is very direct and the
machine responds right now to
inputs. The effect is amplified
somewhat because you sit so far
forward and any yaw you induce you feel immediately. It
was good to have to taxi some
distance, so as to know what
to expect on the takeoff roll.
Frankly, I had no idea what to

expect, but my mood was eager anticipation and excitement.
I lined up, checked the controls, and shoved the throttle
open. After a few twitches from
side to side, I had it going
straight and pulled the wheel
back to my chest as instructed.
The nose quickly began to come
up and I moved the wheel forward to keep from over-rotating. I knew from watching Red
fly that takeoffs were short and
climbs pretty steep so I wasn't
surprised that lift-off abruptly
followed rotation and I was flying. It was love at first flight as I
watched the ground drop away
and looked out with a totally
unobstructed view of the world.
The airplane seemed eager to
fly and responded comfortably
to my touch.
I turned toward the river,
leveled off at what looked like
a reasonable altitude, and flew
along the sand bars. I waved
to some fishermen in a boat and
to a farmer on a tractor working his field next to the bank. I
continued on p. 4.

Satisfied passengers, after a fun flight-- notice their windblown hair!

From Mike...

As I sit to write my March column, the
layout of the paper is complete, except for
this last effort. Only after everything else is
done do I feel free to take a few deep breaths
and contemplate my topic for this issue.
Today, I find I am weary of sitting at a
computer keyboard staring at "The Tube" in
front of me. Funny, we used to call television
The Tube, but now computers screens have
greatly taken its place, at least in my attention. Is this good?-- I wonder…
Please forgive my jaundiced attitude. I
don’t normally get this way and I know it
won't last long. I even know what caused it.
About three weeks ago, Barbara and I
determined that our sharing of one computer
had gone about as far as it could and still
maintain the sanctity of our marriage (journalistic exaggeration, of course).
Thus it was that we made a fateful decision to acquire a second computer. In reality, the actual acquisition of the "thing" (notice
that I'm emotionally distancing myself from
it) was only a minor contributor to my mood.
The real deal was my decision that these
two machines should be networked together.
I mean, we've been limping along now on a
single computer, printer, scanner, and modem. The addition of the second computer
and a couple of inexpensive network cards
should open up a whole new world of capaTHE OKLAHOMA AVIATOR

bilities.
Why, we could share each other files!
We could use each other’s hard disks for
backup! We could share our printer, scanner, and CD-RW drive across the network!
Oh, and, goody-goody, we could sign up
for broadband Internet access (which is not
much more than we’re now paying for dialup service!) and, with the network in place,
share the connection between the two computers! Oh, won’t it be beautiful??
Well.
You know what I’m going to say already,
don’t you? I’m still fighting the problems.
Now, mind you, I’m no slouch when it
comes to technical stuff. Hey, I am a Former
Software Professional! Besides that, I’ve
got a brother-in-law on call who is a systems
administrator on a complicated network. I’ve
been using computers since the early 80s
(Macintoshes), and I considered myself a
knowledgable pioneer user.
It was only in the last few years that I
was reluctantly dragged into the “WorldAccording to Gates,” with its “plug and pray”
technology. Add to this equation all the frustration of viruses, operating system bugs,
application program updates-- all of which
can conflict with one another.
What I want to do with a computer is,
oddly enough, USEFUL WORK. I really
don’t care to know about the innards of the
unit.
To use a familiar analogy, if I were building an airplane, I would want to be drilling
holes, cutting metal, welding parts together,
not trying to get the fabrication equipment to
work.
Of course, computers are much more
complex devices than,say, an electrical drill.
Troubleshooting is difficult and arcane at best.
To use an analogy, I read an article a
few years ago about scuba divers recover-

ing artifacts from a civil war ship located in
ten feet of inky black mud at the bottom of a
river. They could use only their hands to feel
about for treasures. Imagine the difficulty in
developing a “mental map” of the wreck, so
that one could do something as simple as
return to the same spot on a later dive-- to
say nothing of trying to logically deduce where
to search anew. Yes, this is analogous to
troubleshooting computer problems (except
that the “wreck” reconfigures itself as time
goes on!).
Since most computer users don’t have
a prayer of troubleshooting their computers,
this all this makes me feel that the days of
traditional do-everything personal computers are numbered. Remember how we got
here? Big mainframe computers accessed
through dumb terminals and programmed by
“Data Processing” (as it was called in those
days) was considered way too slow and inflexible.
Should we go back? Actually, I think
that, with widely-available broadband
Internet access on the near horizon (see
Bob Jandebeur’s article on page 13), we
are poised to “have our cake and eat it,
too.” That is, with high-speed connectivity, our home computer could be something very simple, maybe even without a
hard drive. We would “rent” applications
like Microsoft Word from an “application service provider,” access them across
the network, and store our documents on
their servers. When our computer quit,
we would treat it like we do our TV-either get somebody to fix it our buy a
new one. It’s not here yet, but it’s not
that far away.
Until then, we’ll struggle on, learning
more than we ever wanted to know about
bits and bytes.
Anybody got any dynamite?

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Published monthly at
4621 E. 56th Place
Tulsa, OK 74135
(918) 496-9424

If you would like The Oklahoma Aviator delivered to your mailbox, complete this form and mail it with your $15.00 check to:

Founders
Joe Cunningham and Mary Kelly

The Oklahoma Aviator
4621 E. 56th Place
Tulsa, OK 74135

Editor/Publisher
Michael Huffman
Advertising Sales
Michael Huffman
The Oklahoma Aviator is published
monthly. All rights reserved. Bulk
Mail postage is paid at Stone
Mountain, Georgia. Subscription
price of $15.00 per year may be sent
along with other remittances and
correspondence to:
The Oklahoma Aviator
4621 E. 56th Place
Tulsa, OK 74135
email:
ok_aviator@mindspring.com
The Oklahoma Aviator, March 2001, Page 2

Subscribers, please check your mailing label to determine if
you are still current. If your subscription is about to expire,
please send in your $15.00 check so that you can keep receiving the paper for another next year.
Name_______________________________________________
Bus. Name_________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
___________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP_______________________________________
Telephone__________________________________________
Email______________________________________________

Letters To
The Editor
Mike:
Thanks for carrying on the tradition and
helpingtogluetheaviationcommunitytogether
with the paper. After being a pilot for 25 plus
years, my interest is swinging towards the
ultralightsandlightsportsplanes.(Itisdifficultto
rent a plane in the Tahlequah area.) Look forward to learning more about recreational flying
whenthenewregulationsareissuedbytheFAA.
Ted Fisher, Tahlequah, OK
Dear Mike,
MyFebruaryissueofTheOklahomaAviator arrived and again, I want to congratulate
you on the dedication and persistence you've
given aviation. I really enjoyed the article "The
Big Box-- Building a Kit Fox" by Earl Downs.
It brought back many memories for me. It was
veryheartwarmingtoreadoftheinspirationthat
he received as a young lad back in 1956 as a
result of the series of three articles that I wrote
for Mechanix Illustrated magazine on how to
build the BabyAce.
When I bought the complete CorbenAircraft Company's assets back in Madison, WI,
just after I returned from Korea in 1952, I well
remember flying over to Madison in a P-51,
going through the storage area and a machine
shop where the material had been stored for
many, many years. And, though it took several
trailer loads to haul a complete JuniorAce, fixtures, wing ribs, and many parts and engines
home, I brought the drawings back to my base
on top of three 50-caliber machine guns located in the left wing of the Mustang. On my
short flight back, I was just hoping that nothing
wouldhappentotheMustangthatwouldcause
us to lose those precious drawings. The first
Mechanix Illustrated Baby Ace and muchmodified airplane from the original now hangs
in the EAAAir Museum here in Oshkosh.
TheBigBoxalsobringsbackothermemories: although all my airplanes have been built
fromscratch,mywife,Audrey,someyearsback
bought me a Hyper Lite kit. It was just a tad
overtheultralightrequirementsonlybecauseof
afewpoundsmoreoftheengineweight. Opening that box and seeing that beautiful kit, prewelded fuselage, stamped wing ribs, and all the
parts there that needed assembled was very
heartwarming.
What a fine airplane it was. I flew it about
50 hours and now someone else has the wonderful pleasure of looking over the nose and
enjoying the same vast beautiful horizon as I.
One never knows how long it takes when
someone touches people's lives for a particular
cause-- in my case, aviation and founding the
ExperimentalAircraftAssociation. It'samazing
where many of these young people have gone
inlife,notonlyinaviation,butastheresultofthe
high standards and association with aviation
folks, have made a better life for themselves or
familiesinoursociety.
I'm still working away with our little Sport
Aviation Association. We have about 1400
member. It's grassroots. I'll try to keep that
wonderfulspiritalive.
Sincerely,Your Friend,
Paul Poberezny, Oskhosh, WI
[Editors Note: The Sport Aviation Association can be reached at PO Box 2343,
Oshkosh, WI 54903-2343.]

Up With Downs

Earl Downs

Read The
Directions!
The Big Box had arrived and there it
was. I couldn't help but be reminded of all
the model airplanes I had built in my now
so very distant youth. In those days, I
would go to the hobby shop with my pockets full of quarters from mowing lawns (we
didn't even have power mowers in those
days). What wonderful kit could I buy for
$1.75? That was seven lawns mowed and
I intended to spend my hard-earned money
wisely. After much consideration I would
make my selection and take it home. It
wasn't the "Big Box," but it was a box with
an airplane in it. After opening the box, I
carefully checked the pieces of balsa wood
and read the construction plans. Gosh,
this was going to be a tough one, but I
couldn't resist the challenge of transforming this handful of sticks and paper into a
living, breathing representation of what I
loved. Airplanes!

Later, as I looked at my real "airplane
in a box," I relived those thoughts and feelings from years ago. Skystar says you can
build your Lite in about 200 hours. That
number is probably pretty close if you only
count hands-on construction time. The Big
Box contains every part and piece of hardware needed to build the Lite except the
engine and BRS parachute. Those are
shipped separately. I doubt if the 200hour figure includes the three days it took
me to carefully disassemble the box and
remove its precious cargo. As careful as I
was, I still managed to drop my crowbar
and do some minor damage to a wing rib.
Next comes the inventory. To say that
the kit is complete is a gross understatement. Every nut, bolt, screw, rivet, and
cotter pin has a part number and must be
accounted for. There are hundreds of plastic bags containing parts and hardware. It
was obvious that I could not just place all
the bits and pieces in a big pile and expect
to find a particular item when I needed it.
It was time to get organized, so the inventory stopped and I turned my attention to
my work area.
I had partially constructed my workbench and the shipping crate provided
plenty of lumber to complete the job. A
trip to the hardware store provided me with
twelve feet of pegboard, several dozen
hooks, and multi-drawer storage cabinets.
A couple of days later (also not part of the
200 hours), I was ready to continue the
inventory. Maybe it's just me, but I somehow feel more confident when I am organized. Finally, the airplane in a box was
now a collection of parts in waiting. Waiting, that is, for me to read the instruction
manual.
The instruction manual is complete with
written directions and lots of photos.
Skystar recommends that you read the entire manual before starting the actual construction and that's what I did. This process gave me mixed feelings. Because I

was not actually doing the work it was easy
to get lost as to how each step connected
to the next. But, it did give me an overview. It also led me to think the building
process is more complex than it actually
turned out to be. When I started performing each construction step, it made much
more sense. I wonder if reading and pondering the construction manual is included
in the 200 hours?
Skystar starts you off with the landing
gear, wheels, and brakes. As I started
reaming, drilling and fitting the landing gear
components I noticed a remarkable thing
was happening. Open spaces started to
appear on the once crowded pegboard.
What fun! Parts were moving from the wall
to the plane before my eyes. The wonderful thing about the Kitfox is that if you
spend a couple of hours working on it,
something changes. That's a far cry from
the days of "scratch building" my Tailwind
so many years ago.
All welded parts are completely fin-

ished so it didn't take long to get the landing gear ready to install. It fit perfectly.
The tail wheel is a simple installation and it
wasn't long before I could roll the fuselage
around the hangar. As I looked at the little
taildragger fuselage sitting there, I couldn't
resist the urge: in a few minutes I had the
seat bottom temporarily installed and used
a scrap piece of plywood for a makeshift
seat back. I sat down inside the skeleton
fuselage just to "get the feel". This was
nothing like building my model planes! I
can't help but wonder if Skystar had this in
mind when they have you complete the
landing gear first. Surely not!
If you want to see what an airplane
construction manual looks like, you are
welcome to stop by and look at mine.
Skystar will also be glad to send you some
sample pages. Contact me at
earldowns@hotmail.com if you have any
questions about home building or
ultralights.

The Kitfox Lite in Earl Downs workshop. Note the pegboard inventory.

“Personal Stuff” Required for Your Checkride
By Dave Wilkerson
In previous columns, we discussed elements of the Practical Test Standard's
"Appointment with Examiner" checklist,
emphasizing appropriate aircraft, aircraft
maintenance records, and view-limiting
devices (the first item of personal stuff).
This month, let's consider the remainder
of the list.
"Personal items" is the way it is described on the checklist. That doesn't
sound very professional-- doesn't even
sound "aviatorial." When applicants appear for checkrides, each one wants to
sound and to BE professional. Examiners
know this-- that's what we wanted as we
started our descent into checkrides in the
dark long-ago. To foster that professionalism, the Friendly Aviatorial Authority has
provided the checklist as a gentle reminder
of items not to forget.
Current aeronautical charts, which are
second on the list of personal equipment,
seem like a no-brainer, but they are not.
Flight training takes time, and occasionally
one's sectional chart expires just as the
checkride date nears. A comfortable old

chart, familiarly folded and marked with
the joy of travel in a "new world," scarcely
cries "replace me!" Students sometimes
forget to check the chart date, and busy
flight instructors forget to ask.
Forgetting to check the chart expiration date is not limited to Private Pilot applicants. A few years ago, the frequency
of an Oklahoma VOR changed. The frequency change had been published in the
NOTAMS, but the notice disappeared
from there when the new chart was
printed. I watched a Commercial Pilot
applicant's mounting frustration as he tried
vainly to acquire the navaid using the
former frequency printed on his expired
chart. Pilots do have bad days, and this
one would have been worse if the pilot
had been flying a planeload of charter customers!
Following the call for current charts,
flight computers and plotters are the next
items of personal stuff to consider. "Flight
computer" is the only terminology the
FAA uses, so these items can include the
venerable E6B or the electronic variety.
In addition, Oklahoma skies often host
guests from foreign lands, who occasion-

ally bring flight computers and plotters
from their homelands. That should not
be a problem, since the PTS does not
specify a required type or design. As long
as an applicant can use the item and produce results with useful accuracy, exotic
is acceptable. One fellow impressed me
with his British plotter, a thick Lexan
square with etched, beveled edges,
whose crisp black markings told him all
he needed to know simply by placing the
item on his sectional. Flight computers
and plotters are the tangible part of a
pilot's thoughts, and thinking in one's native language is FAA approved, nicht
wahr?
The next items on the personal equipment list are flight plan forms and flight logs
(navlogs). In contrast to computers and
plotters, these items are part of the National Airspace System's thought process.
As such, the required formats are essentially fixed and should conform to the FAA's
current expectations. Examiners must
judge applicants' navlog completion and
simulated filing of flight plans, and we generally have no great surprises in this regard.

We have, though, encountered interesting discussions regarding the final item
of personal equipment in the checklist:
current Airman's Information Manual, Airport/Facility Directory, and "appropriate
publications." These items sometimes
cause applicants to have anxious moments. The worst problem with the AIM
is the occasional applicant toting an obsolete edition.
Real problems can arise with the Airport/Facility Directory and appropriate
publications. Being human, pilots and
flight instructors settle into comfortable
ways, which sometimes include using
commercially-produced substitutes for
the Airport/Facility Directory. Sadly, few
of these publications are updated as often as the A/FD, and that leads to problems. As long as these publications agree
with the official FAA information, they are
"appropriate." However, the rub comes
when, for whatever reason, they disagree.
Following the Appointment With Examiner checklist is like paving a highway.
It's an effort, but makes getting to the destination smooth and efficient.
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It’s So Easy to Fly a Breezy!,
cont’d
continued from p. 1.
was so engrossed by what I could see and
the experience of flying totally in the open
that it took several minutes before I came
back to being aware of the machine. It
caught up with me when I looked back
over my shoulder during one turn and realized I was in a 35 degree bank! With no
structure for reference, steep turns didn't
seem so steep. I became instantly comfortable with the plane and flew around
some more just exploring the scenery and
the handling characteristics of the Breezy.
It was easy to fly level in pitch by just
watching the terrain below in reference to
the distant horizon. The controls are all
light since you are flying at 65 MPH-- it is
hard to develop much air load at that
speed.
I decided I should not keep Red waiting too long and headed back to the airport. There was nothing unusual about the
pattern except I could see everything in
every direction. The landing was just as
Red said it would be and the grin on my
face didn't go away for the rest of the day!!
Until then, I had always enjoyed our Piper
Clipper, but when I got in to go home, it
suddenly seemed cramped and confining.
I really missed the open air. The Breezy
has that effect on people. I took a lady for
a ride at one of the Muskogee airshows
and she told me she was a pilot, flying
Cessna 150's and 172's. I told her, as we
were taxiing out, that she would never enjoy those planes as much again after her
Breezy ride. As we taxied in after her ride
she tapped me on the shoulder and said
"You are right. They will never be the
same."
When flying a Breezy, you learn new
and previously undiscovered meanings of
aerodynamics. When we bought the plane,
I flew it to Gundy's from Riverside on a
day when the weather was going through
some changing patterns. I discovered that
you can feel the wind change on your face
when you fly across a shear line. Of
course, temperature variations are instantly
detected. What is amazing is how many
variations there can be in a small area of
the sky.
I have an old leather jacket I am fond
of that has somewhat baggy upper sleeves.
If I wear it while flying the Breezy, the
sleeves get to flapping and the plane starts
a yaw oscillation until I grab the sleeves
and stop the flapping! On a cool morning
cross-country, I thought my full coverage
motorcycle helmet would be comfortable
instead of the earmuffs and goggles we
usually fly with. The first aerodynamic effect I noticed was the wind trying to lift the
helmet off my head. (Never noticed it on
the cycle- always hiding behind a
windscreen.) I put my head down to look
at the tach to adjust power and the airplane pitched up. I raised my head and
the plane pitched back down. You become a very dynamic part of aerodynamics when it's "in your face". That's actually
what we named our partnership group- In
Your Face, Inc. We are easily identified
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by the bugs in our teeth from grinning while
we fly.
I have taken many people for rides
(including the USAF Thunderbirds crew
chiefs) and everyone gets off smiling. I
figure that 99 out of 100 genuinely enjoyed
it and the other one was just grateful to get
back alive! We are currently adding dual
controls to the bird so some of our pilot
friends can experience the ride from the
front seat. I wish that had been possible
when I gave rides to a retired SR-71 pilot
and the woman pilot of the C-5A that came
to the Muskogee airshow a few years ago.
The solo-only aspect of the Breezy
made itself very apparent on one memorable flight. It was the first night flight for
me. We had been doing maintenance and
I had just finished wiring and testing all the
lights required for night flight. They all
worked OK and I had a decision to make.
It was Friday, just after twilight, and a very
pretty early summer evening- shirtsleeve
weather. I had promised to take the plane
to Tulsa International to be on static display for an open house at Sparks Aviation
Center the next day. The weather forecast for Saturday morning was fog, drizzle,
and low ceilings- definitely not Breezy
weather! I called Tulsa tower and asked if
I could come in that evening (they had previously OK'd my no-radio arrival for Saturday) and they said "come on." They
asked me to come over the airport at 2000
feet until getting a green light from them.
I taxied out and took off from Gundy's
and climbed straight south until I got to
2000 feet and leveled off. As I trimmed
the plane for level cruise, I looked around
and down into the inky blackness below
and that's when the feeling surprisingly
grabbed me! It was not fear, but rather,
intense loneliness!! The feeling was so
strong it felt like claws digging into my
shoulders. I realized I was more alone
than I had ever been in my life. I was
completely disconnected from the world
below. No one could see me up there. I
couldn't see anyone below. No radio, no
one to talk to. I knew that whatever happened would happen to just me.
I turned toward International,
proceeding as planned, and as familiar buildings and roads and things
came into view, the feeling subsided
and was completely gone by the time
I rolled into the Sparks ramp where
friendly people waited to greet me.
Flying the Breezy at night proved to
be a fun experience, strengthening
the "Magic Flying Carpet" impression that the bird gives. The lonely
feeling never returned, but the
memory has never gone away.
Breezys are like that. They make
memories out of otherwise ordinary
events. If you get the chance to fly
or ride on one, don't pass it up. It's
so easy to fly a Breezy and so much
fun!!
[Editors Note: Bob Ferguson
works for Autopilots Central and can
be reached at 918-836-6418.]

High Quality Professional Finishes
In Business Since 1962
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

580-332-6086
580-332-4547
adaairpt@wilnet1.com
Dewey Gandy
Greg Gandy

•
•
•
•

Specializing in single engine and light twin aircraft of all types
Professionally applied Acry-Glo acrylic urethane paint products
Factory and custom designs
Aircraft completely and professionally stripped to ensure high
quality standards

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE ON YOUR AIRCRAFT

24 HOUR SELF SERVICE FUEL
100LL- $1.95
JET A- $1.90

(Subject to Change)

AmEx, VISA, Discover, AvCard, and BP

EXPERIENCE TRUE TEXAS HOSPITALITY!
Gainesville, Texas

Unicom 123.0

AWOS 118.375

100LL- $1.79 Weekdays
$1.74 Weekends
(Self-Service)
Jet A- $1.75
•Open 24 Hours- 7 Days/Week
Attendant on call after 5:00 PM
•Major Credit Cards Accepted
Including Multi-Service &
Avcard, CAA, Phillips IntoPlane & UVAir Discounts

•DTN WX Satellite System •Conference Room
•5 Mins to Outlet Mall
•Courtesy Cars (3)
•18 Hole Golf Course
•Pilot Lounge

940-668-4565

940-665-6884 Fax

www.gainesville.tx.us/GMAindex.shtml
email: airport@cooke.net

Serving the interests of the owners and operators
of all airports in Oklahoma
For information or application contact Debra Coughlan, Executive
Director OAOA, P. O. Box 581838, Tulsa, OK 74158
Telephone 918.838.5018

Fax 918.838.5405

Wings As Eagles
is proud to support the
Oklahoma Aviator!
We challenge other companies
to do the same.
For flight physicals or
answers to aviation medical
questions, give us a call.

Wings as Eagles, 11445 E. 20th, Tulsa, OK 74128 918-437-7993

How Many Should We Build ?
How Big Should We Build Them ?
You Tell Us!

We have the land and the airport just minutes from downtown Tulsa. We need your help
in determining our building needs for the immediate future. Drop us a note or call and
tell us your needs. What size plane? What size hangar? What are your service requirements from your chosen airport?

Name______________________Company or personal______________________
Type of Aircraft______________ Want to build to own
______________________
Want someone else to build for you to lease
______________________________
Address_______________________________________Phone_________________
ALL INFORMATION TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL

LAND LEASE PRICES LOWERED TO 10 CENTS PER SQ. FOOT THIS YEAR
STRICT BUILDING REQUIRMENTS*

CALL (918) 246-2605

OR

246-2504

*WE ARE DEDICATED TO STAYING A BEAUTIFUL AIRPORT

5,800 foot runway
NEW Courtesy Car
DUAT DTN Weather
Jet A. - 100 LL
Volume Discounts
Full Length Dual Taxiways

“The Airport with a City Behind It”

Sure, You Can Fly With That
Medicine!
That is what some family doctors tell
their patients, when actually the choice of
medicines you are taking often have a big
effect on your ability to fly legally and
safely. This is a common problem which I
often encounter as an Aviation Medical
Examiner (AME).
Recently, a 70-year-old airman applied with me for a third class medical.
His exam was basically normal except for
his blood pressure, which was 165/100.
The FAA prefers it to be less than 155/
95 for all three classes. I sent the airman
back to his family doctor to place him on
blood pressure medicine and do the required tests for the FAA approval. His
doctor placed him on a medicine called
Catapress, which was successful at controlling his blood pressure. However,
Catapress is one of the few blood pressure medicines the FAA does not allow
you to take. So, I sent him back to the

doctor to change it to one of the approved
medicines. This was an unusual case because most all of the medicines we use
for blood pressure are OK.
Last week, another airman presented
himself for a renewal. In turned out he
was taking Prozac, which is a big no-no.
His doctor had put him on Prozac only
for a short time to treat a slight case of
anxiety and depression brought on by
pressures at work. Neither the airman
nor his doctor knew that the FAA does
not allow flying while an airman is taking
antidepressants. We sent him back to
his family doctor to see if he could cope
with his work pressures without the
Prozac. We had him stop flying for 90
days, during which time he did not take
the Prozac. He returned after that time
with a letter from his doctor saying he has
no problems without the medicine. I made
a phone call to the FAA, with favorable
results.
In conclusion, I recommend that to
avoid problems with medicine and your
medical, tell your family doctor you are
a pilot, that as such, there are some
medicines you cannot take at all, and that
for others, you are not allowed to fly
while taking them. I think for the most
part, family doctors who are not pilots
or AMEs simply do not know. You may
also want to call your AME before starting to take any newly-prescribed medication.

GERMAN FOR PILOTS

THE SQUADRON
An Atlanta-area EAA member designed this set of decorative airplane lights.

AIRCRAFT---Der Fliegenwagen

We liked them so much we are making them available for sale. The set includes six low wing airplanes, six biplanes, and a string of bulbs. The airplanes
are pearl white and lights are white (with four colored bulbs). The price is $19
a set plus $4 S&H. Allow 3-week delivery. Use them in place of Christmas
lights, for hangar dances, for fly-ins-- any aviation celebration!
Send checks to:
The Oklahoma Aviator, 4621 E. 56th Place, Tulsa, OK 74135

PROPELLER---Der Airfloggen Pushenthruster

JET TRANSPORT---Der Muchen Overgrossen Biggenmother Das Ist Fliegen Highenfaster
Mit All Der Mach Und Flightenlevels. (Built by Boeing)
ENGINE---Der Noisenmaken Pistonpusher Das Turnens Der Airfloggenfan Pushenthruster
JET ENGINE---Der Schreemen Skullschplitten Firespitten Smokenmaken Airpushenbacken
Thrustermaker Mit Compressorsqueezen Und Turbinespinnen Bladenrotors. (Made by Pratt &
Whitney)
CONTROL COLUMN---Der Pushenpullen Bankenyanken Schtick
RUDDER PEDALS---Der Tailschwingen Yawmaken Werks
PILOT---Der Pushenpullen Bankenyanken Tailschwingen Werker
PASSENGER---Der Dumbkopf Das Est Strappened En Der Baacken Mit Der Other
Dumbkopfs Das Est Expecten To Leave Undgo On Scheduledtimen Und Arriven mit Der
Luggagebags Somplaceneisen
STUDENT PILOT---Der Dumbkopf Das Learnen Fliegen Un Hopen To Jobenfinden Mit Der
Airlinens
FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR---Der Timenbuilder Mit Less Den 1000 Hrs Multienginefliegen.
Teachen Dumbkopfs To Fliegen Vile Waitenwatchen Fer Der Letter Mit Der Joboffering Frum
United
AIRLINE TRANSPORT PILOT---Das Grosse Overpaiden Und Under Werken
Whinencomplainer Biggen Schmuck Dat Fliegen Mit Das Big Airlinen
PARACHUTE---Der Stringencotten Das Est Usen To Floaten Der Tailschwingen Pushenpullen
Bankenyanken Werker Down To Earthen Ven Der Fliegenwagen Est Kaputen
FAA---Der Friggenfliegen Dumbkopf Schmucks Das Maken Alder Rulens Und Regulations
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Tulsa Air & Space Center News

A Message from Chairman Lee
Raney
The TASC Capital Campaign is our
highest priority at this time. We have already outgrown our facilities here in Hangar 5 and need desparately to move on
with our building program. TASC is
growing and rapidly becoming an asset
to Tulsa. Help us build a first class facility for all the people of Tulsa.
Airplanes That Need Attention
TASC has a very nice Fisher Model
303 low-wing wood-and-fabric monoplane kit available, either for sale or for
completion by some handy group of
TASC volunteers. The airplane has all
the parts, including a new engine, and is
about 50% complete. It is a fun machine,
both to build and to fly.
Also, we have a replica Fokker DR1, a famous WW-1 fighter plane. It is
about 80% complete, but needs an engine. It is a non-flyable airplane, but could
be handsome floor exhibit for TASC or
some other historic air facility.
Contact Kim Jones for further information.
TASC Art Contest
The TASC Art Contest 2000 was a
very successful program that will be repeated on April 17, 2001. The contest is
open to all Tulsa area high school students, grades 9-12. Information packets will be delivered to area teachers on
March 1. Each teacher may enter 20
pieces of artwork, to be delivered to
TASC April 8-15. Final judging will be
April 17 with awards being presented
April 20 at 7:30PM in a ceremony at
TASC. Grand prize for teachers is two
round-trip tickets donated by Southwest
Airlines. In addition, all participating
teachers will be entered in a drawing for
two rides in the B-25 "Old Glory." Student prizes will be $75 for first place, $50
for second place, and $25 for third place
in each of the two levels, Grades 9-10
and Grades 11-12.
TASC Historical Photo Library
In the fall of 2000, our good friend
and TASC Director Dale Frakes
brought a visitor, Steve Curry, owner
of Radial Engines Limited of Guthrie,
OK, to the Center. Since that time,
Steve has become a TASC member and
active promoter of our project. A number of years ago, Steve found out that
the National Air and Space Museum
began to copy their aviation photo collection onto 12" laser video discs.
Steve began a quest to purchase the 7
disks, which contain over 700,000 phoThe Oklahoma Aviator, March 2001, Page 6

tographs documenting the history of
aviation and space exploration. He then
located a brand-new player to play the
outmoded laser disks. Long story
short, he finally had the ability to download the photos into his computer so
they could be printed or edited.
Since becoming a member of
TASC, Steve is recreating his setup for
the TASC library. So far, he has purchased all the necessary equipment and
five of the laser disks. He is continuing
to search for the remaining two disks
that will complete TASC’s collection.
Once the library system is up and running, we will have the ability to view
those photographs and motion pictures
for research, education, or just pure enjoyment. Steve Curry deserves a big
“thank you” for his interest and his efforts.
NASA ISS Conference Presentation
By B Mann, Education Coordinator
NASA called! Just think how you
would feel if your child said that and
directed you to listen to the answering
machine! Well, I listened and, yes,
NASA really had called, asking me to
be a presenter at the International
Space Station Conference in Houston,
TX! Over 650 educators from all over
the United States, Canada, France and
Japan attended the conference.
"Sweet Pee" was the title of my presentation. Yes, "Pee" is spelled correctly.
The presentation illustrated the importance of recycling water as a part of living and working in space. The Waste
Collection System is an integrated, multifunctional system used primarily to collect and process biological wastes from
the crew members in a zero-gravity environment. The WCS is located in the
middeck of the Orbiter crew compartment. A door on the waste management
compartment and two curtains provide
privacy for crew members. The WCS
consists of a commode, urinal, fan separators, odor and bacteria filter, vacuum
vent quick disconnect and waste collection system controls. The system collects, stores, and dries fecal wastes. It
also processes urine and transfers it to
the waste water tank.
The need to conserve materials such
as food and water when living in Earth's
orbit is essential. All short missions have
the water that is needed for the flight.
Water can be transported from the
Earth's surface to orbit, and all waste,
including human waste, liquid and solid,
can be brought back as needed. For
extended missions, not all water needed
for "one time use" may be taken. Water will have to be recycled. This includes urine or "Sweet Pee."
Interestingly, during the rest of the
conference, many of the educators referred to me as "Sweet Pee B." Well, I
guess that is good.
Remember: Aerospace Education
Touches the Future!

John Hilker, owner of Transmissions Unlimited, flys out of OKC Downtown Airpark
and understands your desire to never have to walk!

SPARKS AVIATION CENTER
TULSA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
HANGAR 23
918-835-2048
Jet A
Courtesy Van
Rental Cars
Catering
Restaurant
Hangaring
Phone: 918-836-6418

Unicom 122.95
24-Hour Service
New Home of

100LL
Autopilots
Avionics
Instruments
Maintenance
Interiors
FAX: 918-832-0136

Buying a
Homebuilt Kit?Think Like a
Banker!
By Clifford R. Magee,
Attorney-at-Law

Volunteers flying people in
need.
To learn more about how you can
help someone in need, contact
Angel Flight.
www.angelflight.com
918-749-8992

OPEN T-HANGARS NOW
AVAILABLE- $60/MONTH
Gundy’s Airport
3-1/2 mi E. of Hwy 169 on 76th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-1523
www.randywieden.com/gundy

Manufacturers of Industrial Bandsaws

Our 80”x80” Saw Cutting a Datsun Pickup in Half

“These phantoms speak with
human voices . . . able to
vanish or appear at will, to
pass in and out through the
walls of the fuselage as
though no walls were there . .
. familiar voices, conversing
and advising on my flight,
discussing problems of my
navigation, reassuring me,
giving me messages of importance unattainable in ordinary
life.”

HE&M Saw manufactures over 40 different
models of metal cutting bandsaws: vertical,
horizontal, plate, and double-column saws with
capacities ranging from 12”x12” to 80”x80”.

-Charles Lindbergh, First Solo
Across the Atlantic

HE&M, Inc is proud to support
The Oklahoma Aviator

Courtesy of Dave English’s Aviation
Quotes Web Site,www.skygod.com

HE&M, Inc, PO Box 1148, Pryor, OK 74362
Located in the Mid-America Industrial Park
adjacent to the Pryor Airport
www.hemsaw.com 888-729-7787

AVIATION INSURANCE
GROUP, LTD.

WHERE AVIATION IS NOT JUST A SIDELINE
COMPETITIVE RATES - WORLDWIDE
AIRCRAFT - PRIVATE - COMMERCIAL
MEXICAN INSURANCE - MARINE - FBOs - AGRIBIZ
CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-654-4215 1-800-825-2828
405-495-4230

5506 North Rockwell
Bethany, OK 73008

CALL AVIATION INSURANCE GROUP, LTD BEFORE RENEWING YOUR AIRCRAFT INSURANCE

Tulsa International - TUL
ELEVATION:
RUNWAYS:

677’
18L/36R- 10,000’ Conc
8/26- 7695’ Conc
18R/36L- 6101’ Asph

RADIO:

TWR- 118.7 GND- 121.9
Clnc Del- 134.05 ATIS- 124.9
ILS (18L)- 109.7 ILS (18R)- 111.1
ILS (36R)- 110.3

CONTACT:

(918) 838-5000

Richard L. Jones, Jr. - RVS
ELEVATION:
RUNWAYS:

RADIO:

CONTACT:

Come Fly with Us!
Tulsa Airport Authority
OAOA Member

638’
01L/19R- 5101’ Asph
01R/19L- 4207’ Asph
13/31- 2807’ Asph
TWR- 120.3/119.2
GND- 121.7
ATIS- 126.5
Unicom- 122.95
(918) 299-5886

How many of you remember a man
named Jim Bede and one of his many creations, the infamous BD-5? Perhaps you
were one of the many victims of this great
dreamer who was a terrible businessman.
If you do not remember him, here is a short
story about the man, the plan, the victims,
and the legacy. After the story we'll tell you
how to avoid being a victim yourself.
Jim Bede is without a doubt one of the
great dreamers of all time in the realm of
transportation machines. In the early 1970s,
Jim Bede designed, marketed and manufactured kits for a hot little single place aircraft that claimed fighter performance on a
Volkswagen budget. It was the BD-5. If
you really had some money, you could even
get one with a jet engine. Prior to the BD5, there were no manufactured kits for allmetal high performance aircraft. Articles
about homebuilt aircraft in Popular Mechanics magazine were still novel.
Jim Bede changed the homebuilt market forever. He offered his kits for sale for
only a few thousand dollars, with the promise
that you could have your own flying aircraft
for less than the price of the average car.
Best of all, you could build it in your own
garage with minimal knowledge and tools.
The entire BD-5 concept was a great success in marketing to a need that had no
other means of satisfaction. Thousands of
deposits were paid by customers. Hundreds of partial kits were delivered. A few
complete kits were actually delivered.
Over the intervening years, there has
been much discussion about how Bede knew
that he had to sell kits to raise capital to manufacture kits. Customer deposits were used
to pay for day-to-day operations of Mr.
Bede's factory, which was complete with a
small swarm of jet-powered BD-5's that traveled the airshow circuit in the company DC3. Hundreds of thousands of dollars were
spent in efforts to develop an engine suitable
for the BD-5. The big problem was that
Bede had sold the entire concept without
having developed a reliable aircraft. The BD5 was still in the research and development
phase and the deposit-paying customers were
financing it all.
Eventually, the capital raised through
pre-sales had been depleted. An acceptable powerplant never became available and
anyone who had paid their money was left

with only a bitter aspiration of things that
would never be in this lifetime.
Unfortunately, for those who trusted Jim
Bede (and more recently StoddardHamilton and a lot of other would-be manufacturers), the aspiring kit builders were left
with nothing but a dream. Analysis of each
one of these situations uncovers some similar characteristics which explain why there
is often not a bank behind them. The development, design, manufacture and sales
of aircraft (especially kit aircraft) is a complicated high-risk business with a monumental hunger for capital.
Take a look at a typical kit
manufacturer's sales contract. Often, a deposit is required to place an order. If parts
are not currently available, the company
promises to send them "as soon as possible." If a prospective buyer is not willing
to pay a deposit, no delivery priority is assigned.
Such companies often use their customers as investment bankers, and the customers do not realize how risky the venture really is. Just ask yourself: "If a bank will not
finance them, then why should I?" The following are a few simple means to prevent
being a victim.
1. Never send money to the manufacturer. Instead, use a letter of credit (LC).
Any bank can handle a letter of credit. The
manufacturer's bank may even let the manufacturer borrow against it for capital and
operating expenses. If the manufacturer will
not accept a letter of credit, it is probably
because their bank will not allow them to
borrow against it due to of their lack of financial strength.
2. Never be one of the first buyers.
New airplanes and kits take time to develop and sometimes major design issues
arise. Even with an LC, your money can
be tied up for a period of time. As the development proceeds, major design changes
may be required on areas that you have already fabricated and assembled. Depending on the contract, such changes can wind
up costing the builder extra time and money.
Another of Jim Bede's creations, the infamous BD-10 jet, went through dozens of
changes to the tail surfaces and other configurations until, after two test pilots were
killed in crashes, the project went bankrupt.
3. If you are purchasing a kit, do not
even put up an LC until the manufacturer
can deliver a complete kit. If a manufacturer can not deliver a complete kit, it is a
signal of one or more of the following: less
than full design/development, lack of manufacturing capacity, or lack of capital. The
Thunder Mustang was a great concept;
however, its very expensive engine was
never successfully adapted to aircraft use.
The Stewart S-51 is now a great design, after twenty years of development.
However, because the initial kit prices were
set too low, only a small number of complete kits were delivered. As of now, only
ten S-51 projects have been completed.
In effect, the other 69 kit owners paid for
those ten builder's parts.
Of course, you may choose not to follow the suggestions above. If so, you stand
a good chance at a future time of being an
unsecured bankruptcy creditor in some far
away state.
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Myths, Legends, and the B-1

The “Memphis Belle” in her protective enclosure at Mud Island in Memphis.

by Dan Stroud
Memphis, TN, is a unique place.
It is a hub for Northwest Airlines,
home of Graceland and all that Elvis
held dear, and the birthplace of the
blues (if you believe what the Chamber of Commerce says!).
But for many of us, the city is also
the final resting place of perhaps the
most famous B-17 still in existence,
the "Memphis Belle." That is why I
begged so hard to be included in a
country radio seminar for St. Jude
Children's hospital, which was to be
held in that fair city. The seminar
was to help us all get ideas regarding our various "radiothon" promotions for getting public funding for
that wonderful hospital Danny Thomas built, virtually with his own hands

and money. I did go to all the required seminars and met some of the
fine country stars that also showed
up to lend a hand, but I managed to
find the time to go out to Mud Island, almost within walking distance
from downtown Memphis, and see
the proud bird.
I also managed by sheer coincidence to meet her famous pilot as
well. Lt. Robert K. Morgan was just
a pink-faced, skinny 24-year-old
rookie from Asheville, NC when he
picked up his crew and a new B-17F
#41-24485 at Gowen Field, ID, in
August 1942. It had just come out
of modification at Cheyenne. Morgan and his crew then flew it to
Bangor, ME, to get the bomber
ready for its transatlantic flight and

The Belle’s ball turret. Even though many parts are missing, such as the
inside of the turret, the plane still has most of its original parts. Note the
rectangular patch in the upper left corner of the photo-- an original flakdamage repair.
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into combat.
While at Bangor, however, Morgan decided on the name "Memphis
Belle" to honor his fiancé, Ms. Margaret Polk of Memphis. Lt. Morgan
did not feel right about heading off
to Europe without the plane being
properly christened, so on one of
several "shake-down" flights, he and
his crew headed down to Memphis,
so Margaret could do the honors in
person. She did, and the famous
bomber departed back to Bangor on
September 25, 1942, and then went
on to Europe.
Morgan is one of the most influential people in the preservation of
his former bomber and, indeed, in
helping America to remember the
war. When I visited, he was in Memphis to do a filmed interview for the
cable TV History Channel. He is not
only very articulate, but also very
easy going, and a pleasure to speak
with. Few visitors are told of his per- The original, and correct, Belle nose art. By
sonal triumphs unless they ask.
on Dave Tallichet’s B-17, which was used in
Such as the amazing coinci- Memphis Belle.”
dences between himself and another
famous bomber pilot, Paul Tibbets. Morgan took with him the leader of
How may of you know that then- the 73rd Bomb Wing, Maj. Gen.
Major Tibbets made a name for him- "Rosey" O'Donnell. Morgan's 498th
self as the very
first B-17 pilot
of the Eighth
Air Force to attack Europe?
He was in the
lead B-17 with
the commander
of the 97th
Bomb Group,
Col
Frank
Armstrong, on
the mission to
Rouen, France,
on August 17,
1942-about the
same time the
Belle was being
modified in
Wyoming.
Later of course,
Colonel Paul
Tibbets commanded the B29 "Enola Gay"
on her mission
to destiny in
1945.
The really
odd thing to
learn, though, is
that the Belle's
pilot, Robert
Morgan, later
did an analogous thing in the
Pacific Theater.
A s a M a j o r, The interior of the Belle, near the waist gunner position.
M o r g a n f l e w Remember in the movie when an injured crewman was
the lead B-29 in lyiing in this spot and his buddies were debating whether
the first-ever to put a parachute on him and send him out the bomb
raid on Tokyo, bay? Well, according to Robert Morgan, the pilot, it
Japan! Major never happened! Hollywood.

17: Part 1- “Memphis Belle”

y comparison, the inset shows the nose art
n filming the latest version of “The
Bomb Group airplane was one of
ninety-eight B-29s to make it to Tokyo that first time on November 24,
1944.
Back to the story of the Belle,
though! The Belle was assigned to
the 324th Bomber Squadron of the
91st Bomb Group, based at
Bassingbourn, near London. Corporal Tony Starcer was asked to
paint the nose art on her-he was the
same artist who painted the nose of
"Shoo Shoo Shoo Baby," another famous 91st BG aircraft (now at the
Air Force Museum in Dayton).
Morgan's crew hit submarine
pens at Brest, France, on November 7, 1942 to begin her combat
tour. Those first raids in Europe
were also the worst, in many peoples'
opinions. True, the late-war missions
were equally as dangerous, if not
more so. But the early missions were
what might be called "pioneer" missions, where basic tactics were being learned anew, and where the en-

emy still had the services of their
most experienced fighter pilots. The
aircraft would get better and much
more capable on all sides later in the
war, but the early missions over Europe were just as deadly.
What made the Belle so special
was timing. A film unit made up of
Hollywood professionals known as
the Army Air Forces 1st Motion Picture Unit (and led by none other than
Major Paul Mantz-remember him?)
selected the 91st BG as the focus of
their documentary on the perils of
hard combat. The film crews flew
with the 91st for thirteen missions,
including five on board the Belle.
Famous film director William Wyler
(director of "Mrs. Miniver," "The
Best Years of Our Lives," and "Ben
Hur") eventually focused on that particular crew and aircraft. His story
would show the world what a typical Eighth Air Force crew went
through during their 25-mission tour.
The film itself, to be called "The
Memphis Belle," was not released
until April 1944, some time after the
aircraft and crew had already been
sent home to promote the sales of
War Bonds. The crew was hailed
as the first American bomber crew
to complete 25 missions over Fortress Europe intact. While on their
three-month tour of most mediumsized-or-better towns in the U.S.,
they also took along the plane's
namesake, Margaret Polk, as well as
their crew mascot, a dog named
Stuka!
An amazing thing happened to
this crew during combat: nothing!
No major injuries, no deaths, no
near-catastrophic engine-out or belly
landings.
When the newest version of the
"Memphis Belle" was filmed, it initially received the backing of most
of the crew, and many of them went
to England to watch parts of it being
filmed. During that time, they discovered a basic fact: Hollywood
needs SOMETHING exciting to
make a move about and, as Robert

Morgan described it, the new version was to be much more dramatic
than the actual events. All the crew
washed their hands of the production very early on. If you recall, in
that version, more happened on the
Belle's last mission than an entire
squadron normally saw. Its tail was
shot up (that part is true, but on an
earlier mission, and it was all repaired within two days-- the Belle
was never on the ground longer than
one five-day period). It made its final landing on one engine (never happened!). And, several of the crew
were pretty shot up.
In actual fact, the only injury
from combat on the Belle was to the
tail gunner, Staff Sgt. John P. Quinlan.
The 24-year-old New Yorker had his
twin tail guns knocked out by a
fighter and he knew a bullet had
zipped across his leg. He put a bandage on it and when the Belle landed,
he went immediately to… the base

bar! While he was sitting there, another NCO noticed he was bleeding
through his pants! Sgt. Quinlan got
up and walked out to find a nearby
first aid tent. While his wound was
being dressed, the Corpsman decided to report the injury, resulting
in his getting the Purple Heart medal!
Once the Belle was back home,
most of the crew went on to see
more combat. The proud ship never
fired another shot in anger, but she
did continue training new B-17 pilots. The Belle was eventually upgraded to take newer equipment,
such as a new G-model glass nose,
and a G-model Sperry upper turret,
among other things. She was given
the new designation "TB-17F," for
training, but only a month later was
sent into storage at Altus, OK.
And that leads me to another
story, for later. So next month, see
"Part 2: The Belle Survives, But
Most Boeings Don't!"

The Belle instrument panel, which is very original and very complete. It
looks great! Everything is there except two Boeing Company buttons in
the center of the control wheels. According to the group, the original
buttons were taken by souvenir hunters while the plane was getting ready
to leave England during WWII.

Kitfox Lite Sales and Service
•Factory-direct prices, including all factory
discounts and promotions
•Additional discounts on pro-build of complete
kit, builder assist program, and flight/ground
training
www.skystar.com

Earl Downs, Golden Age Aviation, Cushing, OK, 918-2257374, 918-840-2200 (Mobile), Earldowns@hotmail.com

ACADEMIC AIR
HELICOPTER FLIGHT TRAINING
Jones/Riverside
Private-Commercial-CFI- $180/Hr- Frank Sweet- CEO

918-749-0657
FBO Hours:
Weekdays
New Identifier: GCM 100LL: $2.25
M-F 8:00-6:00
$2.05 Weekends
S&S 8:00-8:00
Jet A: $2.05
Tel: 918-343-0931
Cash or Air BP Card
Fax: 918-343-1619
Pilots Lounge,
Come Fly In for
Conference Room,
Hamburgers on the
Rentals, Courtesy
Weekends
Rated #1 in Oklahoma by the FAA for 1999
Rental Aircraft Now Available
Car, DTN Weather
ATTENTION: Unicom/CTAF has changed to: 122.70
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Experimental Aircraft Assocation News
Sun ‘n Fun Fly-In Set for April
8-14
SUN 'N FUN FLY-IN, LAKELAND, FL - The 27th Sun'nFun FlyIn will be held April 8-14, 2001 at
Lakeland Linder Airport in Lakeland,
FL. Sun 'n Fun traditionally "kicks
off" the international fly-in and air
show season. Last year, more than
650,000 people and 8,000 aircraft
participated.
Education remains the focus of
Sun 'n Fun's weeklong activities. Forums covering topics that range from
aircraft construction, maintenance,
and restoration to buying insurance
and hundreds of topics in between will
be presented by aviation experts
from around the world. Workshops,
sharing a wide range of hands-on instructions with builders, will run continuously from Sunday through Saturday. Additional areas will be offered in a discussion and demonstration format.
Aircraft of every size, shape, and
description can be found along Sun
'n Fun's flightline, including vintage,
aerobatic, ultralight, Warbird, rotorcraft, experimental-category and everything in between. Activities include
a superb daily air show featuring the
world's top performers and a full lineup of evening programs.
In addition, more than 450 com-

mercial exhibits representing the leading edge of aviation technology will
offer everything from aircraft kits to
components.
Sun 'n Fun, one of the world's
largest conventions for pilots, airplane
builders, restorers and all aviation enthusiasts, is open to the public. For
more information, access the Sun 'n
Fun web site-www.sun-n-fun.org-for
regular convention updates.
Wright Propeller Reproductions Duplicate Original Specifications
E A A AV I AT I O N C E N T E R ,
OSHKOSH, WI - The aircraft builders for EAA's Countdown to Kitty
HawkTM, the re-creation of the
Wright Brothers' first flight at Kitty
Hawk, N.C., on its 2003 centennial,
have taken a major step forward as
hand-constructed propeller reproductions matched the originals' specifications during extensive wind-tunnel
testing.
K e n H y d e a n d T h e Wr i g h t
Experienceâ of Warrenton, Va., who
have been commissioned to construct
the exact reproduction Wright Flyer
for the Countdown to Kitty Hawk,
completed the propeller tests in the
NASA Langley Full Scale Wind Tunnel operated by Old Dominion University in Virginia. The tests proved

the propeller reproductions captured
the specifications of the original
Wright propellers of 1903 and 1904.
"This is a significant step toward
unlocking the engineering secrets of
the Wright brothers," said Tom
Poberezny, EAA President. "It's just
one of the many innovations by the
Wrights that now must be rediscovered to make the centennial flight a
reality. Ken Hyde and The Wright
Experience have dedicated themselves to uncovering the past for this
reproduction and flight."
Hyde and The Wright Experience
assembled a team of experts to assist
with creation of the reproduction propellers. Included was Larry Parks,
an authority on 1900-era woodworking tools and techniques, who helped
identify the specific tools used to produce the original propellers. Dave
Meyer of The Wright Experience supervised computer imaging and evaluation of those original propellers,
which were essential to the new propeller carving process.
"Our success was greatly aided by
Larry Parks and Dave Meyer," Hyde
said. "Larry's expertise and knowledge of turn-of-the-century woodworking were invaluable to the manufacturing of the 1903 propeller reproduction. He was able to determine
the woodworking strokes actually

employed on the original propeller
and then copy them in reproducing the
propeller.
"We were very pleased, but not
surprised, that both thrust coefficient
plots showed very good to excellent
agreement between the Wright brothers' measurements and the measurements taken during the current tests."
The preliminary propeller work is
just part of the research for the centerpiece of the Countdown to Kitty
Hawk celebration - the flight of a new
2003 Wright Flyer, the only accurate
flying reproduction of the original, at
Kill Devil Hills, N.C. on Dec. 17,
2003, 100 years to the date of that
remarkable first flight. The program
has been augmented with the support
of the National Park Service, which
has designated the reproduction as the
only aircraft to fly on the historic
Wright brothers' First Flight Path at
10:35 a.m. on the centennial anniversary date.
EAA's celebration of the first
flight also includes a number of commemorative and educational programs
on both the national and local levels.
Also planned are multiple documentary productions chronicling the construction of the airplane and the event.
More information is available at the
continued on p. 11.

After
Dar
k
Interior
s
Aircraft Interior Restoration

*Top Quality Work- 50 Years Combined Experience
*Satisfaction Guaranteed - Competetive Pricing
*Use Only FAA-Approved Materials
*Mobile Service in Northeastern Oklahoma
6557A E. 40th, Tulsa, OK 74145
918-665-3986

CRABTREE
AIR
CRAFT COMP
ANY
AIRCRAFT
COMPANY
Guthrie Regional Airport
100LL
JET A
COURTESY CAR
RENTAL CARS
UNICOM 122.8
ASOS 133.975
NDB & GPS
Quick Access To Edmond And North Oklahoma City

R ev
ev.. Barbara Huffman

Non-Denominational Christian Marriages
CREATIVE WEDDING PLANNING HONORED

EXPERIENCED MAINTENANCE STAFF
ANNUAL, 100-HOUR, & PRE-BUY INSPECTIONS
AIRCRAFT SALES
SINGLE- & MULTI-ENGINE PISTONS, TURBINES & JETS
WE WILL BUY OR BROKER YOUR AIRPLANE
PROVEN SALES RECORD-- 35 YEARS IN SALES

405-282-4250 PH
EMAIL:cacinc77@aol.com
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405-282-3130 FAX
WEBSITE:www.crabtreeaircraft.com

(918)496-9424

bthuffman@mindspring.com

Experimental Aircraft Assocation News, cont’d
continued from p. 10.
Countdown to Kitty Hawk web site
(www.countdowntokittyhawk.com).
The Wright Experience is the production team established by the Discovery of Flight Foundation, which
seeks to rediscover the Wright brothers' experimentation, discovery and
m e t h o d o l o g y, p r o v i d e f o r t h e
remanufacture of original Wright
brothers aircraft and create a living
classroom for school children and
people of all ages.
"Countdown to Kitty Hawk" was
created by EAA, to commemorate
the 100th anniversary of powered
flight. For more information on EAA
and its programs, call 1-800-JOINEAA (1-800-564-6322) or explore
E A A ' s Wo r l d Wi d e We b s i t e
(www.eaa.org).
‘Opening the Door’ Exhibit at
EAA Airventure 2001 to Feature
WASPS, Tuskegee Airment, Rare
P-51C Airplane
E A A AV I AT I O N C E N T E R ,
OSHKOSH, WI - Two World War
II groups that broke down barriers
with their military service, as well as
rare early model of that war's bestknown fighter plane, will be featured
in a special showcase during EAA
AirVenture 2001, which will be held
July 24-30 at Wittman Regional Air-

port in Oshkosh.
"Opening The Door" highlights the
contributions of the Tuskegee Airmen
and the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs) during World War II.
The Tuskegee Airmen were the first
African-American fighter pilots, while
the WASPs were the first women pilots who flew nearly every American
aircraft made during the conflict.
"With the AirVenture 2001 theme
of 'Aviation Firsts,' it's important to
recognize those people who made the
bold first step - often under extreme
criticism and pressure - that opened
the world's of flight to the generations
that followed," said AirVenture Chairman Tom Poberezny. "Our 'Opening
The Door' exhibit will also feature aircraft that played such an important
part of this culture change. This display will be an outstanding addition
to AirVenture this year."
The Tuskegee Airmen will include
Lee Archer, who was the leading ace
among the group. Archer scored five
kills in the P-51, including three in one
engagement on October 12, 1944.
He flew 169 missions and is the only
ace of the Tuskegee Airmen. Archer
also destroyed six aircraft on the
ground and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal
with 18 Clusters, the Distinguished
Unit Citation and many other service

medals.
The heroics of the Tuskegee Airmen continue to make a difference
through their national organization -The Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. Each
year, the group awards thousands of
dollars in scholarships to young men
and women pursuing aviation or aerospace careers. The Tuskegee Airmen
also participate in the EAA's Young
Eagles Program in many communities,
encouraging young people to
achievement and to become active
citizens.
The P-51C that will be on display
is painted in Archer's colors. It is one
of only four remaining examples of
the aircraft, as well as the only flying
example. According to owner Kermit
Weeks of the Fantasy of Flight Museum in Polk City, Fla., the airplane
was formerly owned by Paul Mantz,
the renowned racing and Hollywood
pilot, and won the Bendix Race championship in the late 1940s.
"I'm bringing the airplane to
AirVenture to give some needed exposure to the Tuskegee Airmen's
story," Weeks said. "In all of the
bomber escort missions they flew
they never lost a bomber. They endured and sacrificed for their country at a time when they were not
treated as equal citizens."
The WASPs have been repre-

sented at EAA AirVenture since they
were first honored in 1993 for their
pioneering accomplishments in the
nation's military. The group, which
was established in 1942, was the first
mobilization for America's women pilots. They provided invaluable support for the war effort and became a
vital part of the Allied military supply
system. More than 70 WASPs were
killed or injured in flying service to
their country.
Expected to join the P-51C at the
exhibit is the AT-6 "Sweetwater," also
owned by the Fantasy of Flight Museum. This World War II training aircraft is named for Sweetwater, Texas,
which is home of Avenger Field - the
training base for the WASPs and the
only all-female cadet air base in history.
EAA AIRVENTURE OSHKOSH
is the world's premier aviation event
and EAA's yearly membership convention, with an annual attendance of
more than 750,000 along with 12,000
airplanes. Annual EAA members receive substantial discounts on admission rates. For more information on
EAA and its programs, call 1-800JOIN-EAA (1-800-564-6322) or
www.eaa.org. EAA AirVenture information is also available through the
Wo r l d
Wi d e
We b
at
www.airventure.org.

PLACEHOLDER FOR AOPA
ADVERTORIAL.PDF
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Blind and Alone over North Korea!
by Kenneth A. Schechter
[Editors Note: this story was forwarded
by Jack Ferrell, an Oklahoma Aviator
reader and friend of Ken Schechter. Jack
was present when Vice Admiral Robert J.
Spane presented Ken with the Distinquished
Flying Cross, 43 years after this incident.]
I was blind, stunned, in pain, bleeding profusely and very much alone. At the controls of
my Navy Skyraider attack plane over
Wongsang-ni, North Korea, I was climbing
inexorably toward a solid overcast at 10,000
feet -- from which there could be no return.
March 22, 1952. I was just 22 years
old. Dawn found me on the flight deck of the
USS Valley Forge in the Sea of Japan, warming up my Skyraider. As a pilot in Fighter
Squadron 194, the "Yellow Devils," this would
be my 27th mission bombing North Korea.
On the 9th of my planned 15 bomb runs,
at 1200 feet, an enemy anti-aircraft shell exploded in the cockpit. Instinctively, I pulled
back on the stick to gain altitude. Then I passed
out. When I came to, sometime later, I couldn't
see a thing-- I was blind. There was stinging
agony in my face and throbbing in my head. I
felt for my upper lip, which was almost severed from the rest of my face.
I called out over the radio through my lip
mike (which miraculously still worked), "I'm
blind! For God's sake, help me! I'm blind!"
Lieutenant (jg) Howard Thayer heard the distress call. He saw my Skyraider, still climbing,
heading straight towards a heavy overcast at
10,000 feet. If I entered those clouds there
would be no hope whatsoever.
He called out, "Plane in trouble, rock your
wings. Plane in trouble, rock your wings." I
did so. Then came the order, "Put your nose
down! Put your nose down! Push over! I'm
coming up!" I did so.
He climbed and flew alongside my plane
and radioed, "This is Thayer - this is Thayer!
Put your nose down quick! Get it over!" I
complied. Howie Thayer was my roommate
on the Valley Forge. Hearing his name and his
voice gave me just the psychological boost I
needed. He continued, "You're doing all right.
Pull back a little. We can level off now."
According to Thayer's description, the
canopy was blown away. My face was a
bleeding mess. As blood dried in the slipstream, areas around the cockpit were a crimson that turned dark and blended with the
Navy Blue of the Skyraider. He wondered
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how I was still alive.
I began to think clearly, in my moments of
consciousness - and began to try to help myself. I pulled the canopy release to get some
air. It didn't work. Then I realized the canopy
had been blown away. The last thing I needed
was more air-- the 200 mile per hour slipstreamandunmuffledenginenoisemadesending and receiving the radio transmissions difficult. I somehow poured water from my canteenovermyface. ForafleetinginstantIcaught
sight of the instrument panel, which disappeared immediately. I was blind.
I radioed, "Get me down, Howie! Get
me down!" Per his next transmission, I
dropped the rest of my bombs. Howard kept
up a stream of conversation, "We're headed
south, Ken. We're heading for Wonsan (a
port and prime target on the Sea of Japan).
Not too long."
By now my head was throbbing and the
blood running down my throat made me want
to vomit. I hurt. I was unable to get the morphine from my first aid kit. "Get me down,
Howie!"
"Roger. We're approachingWonsan now.
Get ready to bail out." To which I replied,
"Negative! Negative! Not going to bail out!
Get me down!"
On my second mission, my wingman
Tom Pugh's plane was disabled by enemy flak
and he was forced to ditch it into the frigid
ocean off Wonsan. Because of equipment
malfunctions and delays, he died in the water
waiting to be rescued.
I knew that Howie could get me back
behind the front lines into friendly territory - or
I would die in the attempt. He understood my
decision. We turned and headed south-- 30
miles behind the front lines, on the coast, was
a Marine airfield. This was our destination.
Whether I could make it that far was questionable. I kept drifting in and out of consciousness. Howard spotted a cruiser shelling enemy positions and knew that this was
the bomb line. South of the bomb line was
friendly territory.
The conversation continued, "We're at the
bomb line, Ken. We'll head for K-50. Hold
on, Ken. Can you hear me, Ken? Will head
for K-50. Over."
"Roger."
"Can you make it, Ken?"
"Get me down, you miserable bastard,
or you'll have to inventory my gear!"

(In case of an aviator's death, a shipmate
must inventory his personal belongings before
they are shipped home - not a welcome chore.
Howard and I had designated each other for
thisfunction.)
I continued to follow Thayer's directions
but my head kept flopping down from time to
time. He felt that I probably couldn't have
made it to K-50. He was probably right. He
decided to get me down right away. Immediately behind the front lines was a 2000 foot
deserted dirt airstrip named "Jersey Bounce."
Thayer decided to have me land there.
"Ken, we're going down. Push your nose
over, drop your right wing. We're approaching 'Jersey Bounce.' Will make a 270 degree
turn and set you down"
"Roger, Howie, let's go."
"Left wing down slowly, nose over easy.
A little more. Put your landing gear down."
"To hell with that!" was my instantaneous
reply. I had seen this field on earlier missions
and could picture it in my mind's eye. In such
an emergency situation and on such a primitive and short field, it was very much safer to
land on my belly.
"Roger, gear up," Thayer concurred.
Upcoming was the most critical part of
the flight. One slip would spell disaster. From
his plane, flying 25-50 feet away from mine
andduplicatingmymaneuvers,Howard'svoice
wascoolandconfident,"We'reheadingstraight.
Flaps down. Hundred yards to the runway.
You're 50 feet off the ground. Pull back a
little. Easy. Easy. That's good. You're level.
You're O.K. You're O.K. Thirty feet off the

ground. You're O.K. You're over the runway. Twenty feet. Kill it a little. You're setting
down. O.K. O.K. O.K. Cut!"
The shock wasn't nearly as bad as I expected. Some 45 minutes after the shell blew
up in my cockpit, the plane hit, lurched momentarily and skidded to a stop in one piece.
A perfect landing. No fire. No pain, no strain.
The best landing I ever made. Thayer said
elatedly, "You're on the ground, Ken."
(I should mention that most of our transmissions were picked up and recorded on the
USS Valley Forge and played back for the
crew that night.)
AftercuttingtheswitchesI,clumsilyclimbed
outofthecockpit. AlmostimmediatelyanArmy
Jeep with two men came, picked me up, and
took me to a shack on the edge of the field. A
helicopter picked me up and flew me to the
Marine airfield, K-50, where doctors at their
field hospital started to patch me up and give
me pain killers. They felt I needed much more
medical expertise, so a transport plane flew me
to Pusan at the tip of South Korea, where I
wastakenaboardtheNavyHospitalShip,USS
Consolation. There was immediate surgery.
The bandages on my eyes were not removed
for several days. I was eventually returned to
the United States, to the Navy Hospital in San
Diego, from which I was retired due to medical
disabilities onAugust 31, 1952.
Sight was restored to my left eye, but I
am still blind in my right eye. My career as a
Navy Carrier Pilot was over. My life was not.
I am still living on borrowed time and am grateful for each and every day.

A Message from Bob Jandebeur
OKLAHOMA AIRPORTS TO AID BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS
One of the hottest topics at all levels of government and industry these days is broadband access to the Internet. A
group of U.S. senators, including Jim Inhofe, recently sponsored a Senate bill to address broadband Internet access for
rural communities as a national effort.
What is broadband? In general, the term applies to many different technologies, all aimed at increasing the speed with
which data, voice, and video can be transferred across Internet connections.
The Internet is a fascinating technological and social phenomenon which has already made fundamental changes in the
way we live, work, shop, and compete in the local and global marketplace. However, we are all too familiar with sitting
at our computers waiting for connections to be made across telephone lines (referred to as "dial-up" connections).
In some larger metropolitan areas, broadband access is available in a variety of forms, including direct fiber-optic cable
installations, DSL service through phone companies, and cable-TV-type service. However, none of these technologies
is practical for homes and businesses in rural areas of the country. Oklahoma currently ranks as one of the “disconnected dozen” states in the nation.
One technology which is practical for rural communities is called "fixed wireless," in which Internet access is transmitted and received from a central high-frequency antenna in the community. This transceiver is then connected to the
Internet backbone by conventional means, such as fiber-optic cable or high-speed telephone lines.
The Oklahoma Municipal League and AARO Broadband Wireless Communications have teamed up to help rural Oklahoma communities “cross the digital divide.” With the cooperation of the Oklahoma Air and Space Commission, Oklahoma regional airports will host most of the required fixed wireless transceivers. Airports, with their existing towers and
unobstructed areas, are often perfect places to locate the transceivers, which operate at high, line-of-sight frequencies.
This will be a win-win-win for all involved parties-- the airports and their customers will have broadband Internet access
for improved weather assessment and other uses, the citizens will have broadband access in their homes and businesses,
and the municipalities will receive revenue from managing this new "utility."
The first three communities/airports to participate in the pilot program will be Norman, Durant, and Bartlesville, all
expected to be online by the end of summer 2001. Stay tuned for the exciting details!
If you would like to discuss this or other topics, feel free to email me at bob@jandebeur.com.

A Proud Sponsor of The Oklahoma Aviator
AIRCRAFT FOR SALE

! 79 Cessna 152

$19,500

7828 TT

Same owner for last 14 years

! 75 Mooney M20C

$69,500

2010 TT

0 SMOH Recent paint, digital radios, m1 loran, WX 8 storm scope, NDH

! 80 Mooney 231

$114,900

1820 TT
323 SFRM

Recent paint, radar, hot prop, oxygen, new annual, NDH

! 68 Cherokee Six 300

$89,900

1520 TT

Updated Avionics, well equipped, beautiful aircraft, NDH

! 65 Twin Commanche

SOLD

6172 TT
1220 SMOH

Digital radios, new panel, strikefinder, Century II A/D, tip tanks
recent paint and interior, lots of mods- $30,000 plus

We have surplus shop equipment and parts for sale
Hangar Two Tulsa International

www.airtulsa.com

918-834-0874
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Calendar of Events
For a free listing of your event, email us at ok_aviator@mindspring.com or call 918-496-9424
WHEN
1st Thursd ay
1st Saturd ay
7:30AM-10:00AM
2nd Thursd ay
7:00PM

WHAT
Dinne r Me e ting - Oklaho ma Pilo ts Asso c
d inne r and me e ting
Fly-In Bre akfast- Po nca City
Aviatio n Bo o ste rs Club
Me e ting - Oklaho ma Wind rid e rs Ballo o n Club

WHERE
Wile y Po st Airp o rt,
Oklaho ma City, OK
Po nca City Airp o rt,
Po nca City, OK
Me tro Te ch Aviatio n Care e r
Ce nte r, Oklaho ma City, OK

CONTACT

DETAILS

He le n Ho lb ird - 405-942-6308
Do n Nuzum- nuzum@p o ncacity.ne t
He ld rain o r shine
Bruce Eb e rle - 580-762-5735
Ro n McKinne y- 405-685-8180

3rd Saturd ay

Me e ting - Gre e n Co untry Ultralig ht Flye rs
Org anizatio n (GCUFO)

Call 918-632-6UFO
fo r lo catio n and d e tails

Bill Chilco at- 918-827-6566

3rd Mo nd ay

Me e ting - IAC Chap te r 10

Co ntact Jo e Mase k fo r time /p lace

Jo e Mase k- 918-596-8860
RHR je m@yaho o .co m

3rd Mo nd ay
7:30PM

Me e ting - EAA Chap te r 10

Gund y' s Airp o rt, Owasso , OK

Bhre nt Wad d e ll- 918-371-5022
b wad d e ll@tulsa.o klaho ma.ne t

Saturd ay fo llo wing 3rd
Mo nd ay

Pancake Bre akfast- EAA Chap te r 10

Gund y' s Airp o rt, Owasso , OK

Bhre nt Wad d e ll- 918-371-5022
b wad d e ll@tulsa.o klaho ma.ne t

4th Tue sd ay
7:00PM

Tulsa Chap te r 99s Me e ting

Ro b e rtso n Aviatio n,
Jo ne s/Rive rsid e Airp o rt, Tulsa*

Charle ne - 918-837-7044 o r
France s- flyg rl7102@ao l.co m

4th Thursd ay
7:30PM

Me e ting - Vintag e Airp lane Asso ciatio n
Chap te r 10

So uth Re g io nal Lib rary, 71st &
Me mo rial, Tulsa, OK

Charle s Harris- 918-622-8400

Mar 13
7:30PM

AOPA Pilo t To wn Me e ting

Rad isso n Inn- Tulsa Airp o rt,
2201 N. 77th E. Ave , Tulsa, OK

Cliff Naug hto n- 301-695-2159
www.ao p a.o rg

Mar 17
8:00AM- No o n

Fly-In- 12th Annual Mary Ke lly
Wild Onio n& Eg g s Fly-In

Te nkille r Airp ark (44M)
Co o kso n, OK

Be tty Barre tt- 918-835-1089 (d ay)
918-457-4641 (e ve ning )

Mar 21-24

12th Annual Inte rnatio nal Wo me n in Aviatio n
(WAI) Co nfe re nce

Re no , NV

Mar 26-30

Ed ucatio n Camp - "Aviatio n, Glid e rs, and
Plane s,"
Tulsa Air and Sp ace Ce nte r (TASC)

7130 E. Ap ache , Tulsa OK

918-834-9900

Ap r 8-14

Sun ' n Fun Flyin

Lake land , FL

863-644-2431
www.sun-n-fun.o rg

Ap r 20
7:30PM

Art Sho w Award s Pre se ntatio n
Tulsa Air and Sp ace Ce nte r (TASC)

7130 E. Ap ache , Tulsa, OK

918-834-9900

Ap r 20-21

Ed ucatio n Camp - "Wo me n in Flig ht,"
Tulsa Air and Sp ace Ce nte r (TASC)

7130 E. Ap ache , Tulsa, OK

918-834-9900

Ap r 21

Art Sho w, Exhib it Launch, Co ckp it Day, B-25
Rid e s, Tulsa Air and Sp ace Ce nte r (TASC)

7130 E. Ap ache , Tulsa, OK

918-834-9900

Ap r-21

Ang e l Flig ht Annual Me e ting , Fly-In, and Fre e
Barb e cue

Picnic Pavilio n, Jo ne s/Rive rsid e
Airp o rt, Tulsa

Do ug Vince nt- 918-749-8992

Ap r 22-24

15th Annual Co nfe re nce - Oklaho ma Airp o rt
Op e rato rs Asso ciatio n (OAOA)

Quartz Mo untain Re so rt

De b ra Co ug hlan- 918-38-5018

May 4-5

2nd Annual Small Aircraft Transp o rtatio n
Syste ms (SATS) Exp o

Tho mas P. Staffo rd Airp o rt
We athe rfo rd , OK

Ord isCo p e land - 580-772-7451
o rd is@nts-o nline .ne t
www.we athe rfo rd -o k.o rg

Jun 1

Ae ro b atic Co mp e titio n- 15th Annual Okie
Twist-Off, IAC Chap te r 59

Stillwate r Re g io nal Airp o rt

De b b ie Hamb le - 405-372-0208
d e b b ie .hamb le @lyco s.co m

Jun 1-2

Bip lane Exp o 2001

Frank Phillip s Fie ld ,
Bartle sville , OK

Charle s Harris- 918-622-8400
www.b ip lane e xp o .co m

Jun 2

11th Annual AOPA Fly-In and Op e n Ho use

AOPA He ad q uarte rs
Fre d e rick Municip al Airp o rt,
Maryland

Warre n Mo rning star- 301-695-2162
warre n.mo rning star@ao p a.o rg

Fo r all b allo o n e nthusiasts

*Unle ss o the rrwise p lanne d . All wo me n
p ilo ts includ ing stud e nts are we lco me to
atte nd .

AOPA Pre sid e nt Phil Bo ye r will up d ate p ilo ts
o n aviatio n le g islatio n, p o licy and re g ulatio ns,
and will so licit p ilo ts' vie ws o f the g e ne ral
aviatio n situatio n in Oklaho ma.

Sp e ake rs: te st p ilo t Chuck Ye ag e r, b e stse lling autho r Patricia Co rnwe ll and FAA
Ad ministrato r Jane Garve y.
Fo r Grad e s 3-6. Co ve rs Lind b e rg h, clo ud s,
Ame lia Earhart, and co mme rcial flig ht.
$198/stud e nt.

Fo r Grad e s 1-5. Ove rnig ht fo r mo m o r
g uard ian and d aug hte r. $30/stud e nt.

Fo r e xhib ito r info rmatio n, co ntact Carl
Cannizzaro at 918-663-0870.

Practice d ay May 31, co mp e titio n Jun 1

Co ve rs aviatio n histo ry, flig ht b asics, air traffic
co ntro l, avio nics and mo re . Fie ld trip s to
No rd am, Unite d Airline s, Bo e ing , and Tulsa
Int' l. $175 p e r p e rso n; so me scho larship s
availab le

Jun 4-8
8:30AM-4:30PM M-F

Aviatio n Care e rs Acad e my,
Tulsa Co mmunity Co lle g e

Tulsa Te chno lo g y Ce nte r,
Rive rsid e Camp us

TCC Co ntinuing Ed ucatio n Office 918-595-7766

Jun 4-8

Ae ro Sp ace Summe r Camp Tulsa Air and Sp ace Ce nte r (TASC)

7130 E. Ap ache , Tulsa, OK

918-834-9900

Fo r Grad e s 1-3. $198/stud e nt

Jun 9-10
7:00AM-4:00PM

Airfe st

Drake Fie ld ,
Faye tte ville , AR

501-521-4947

B-25, B-17, P-51 will b e p re se nt.
Ho me b uilts, classics and antiq ue s we lco me
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Classified Advertisements

To place a plain-text classified ad, mail us the text along with a check. Plain text ads with first line bold- $0.35/word/month- $15.00 min/month.
For ads containing graphics, photos, or custom text formatting, email ok_aviator@mindspring.com or call 918-496-9424 for rates.

T-HANGERS
New, insulated, lease or buy. Page
Airpark, OKC (F29). 40’ wide x
12’ high doors, skylight. Financing available.

405-495-0812 or 405-354-7433
HANGAR FOR SALE
Seminole Municipal Airport (H45)
60 x 50 engineered steel building with
sliding folding doors- office with heat
& air, restroom and closet. Contact
Jim Goff, days 918-486-8411 or
nights 918-279-1110
AeroSpecs for confidential NAAA
Certified Aircraft Appraisals. Visual inspection, logbooks and record research. Written report with detail information. Approved by banks, FDIC,
and many government organizations.
Less expensive alternative, none certified. Market Analysis Report available.
Contact Lee Compton (918)342-0820.
w w w. a e r o s p e c s . c o m
lee@aerospecs.com
SMALL AIRCRAFT OWNERS
PILOTS AND AMATEUR BUILDERS
SHOP MANAGERS
For Airworthiness Certificates, C of A
for Export Certificates, Ferry Permits or
Airworthiness Consultations, contact
R.E. “Bob” Richardson, FAA Designated Airworthiness Representative.
Phone (918) 455-6066. 1217 W.
Vandever St., Broken Arrow, OK 74012

AIRPORT HOMES
TENKILLER AIRPARK
COOKSON, OK
Three airport homes located on
beautiful Lake Tenkiller. 2 bed/
2bath/on wooded runway lot/with
hangar. Lakeview/2bed/2.5bath/2car garage/on 1.7 acres. 2 bed/2
bath/hangar-home combination/
wooded runway lot
Century 21 Wright Real Estate
Call Ed McGee or Mark Anderson
Office:918-457-3111 800-364-1016
Home:918-457-3448 918-457-3191
Email:lake@century21wright

BARRETT AIRCRAFT
MAINTENANCE, INC.
Gainesville Municipal Airport
Gainesville, TX

Kingfisher Municipal
Airport

WANTED: AIRPLANE FOR AIRPORT ENTRANCE PEDESTAL

Maintenance and Repairs on Recip
& Turbine-Powered Aircraft

24-Hour Unattended
Self-Service Fuel- 100LL/$1.99
Amex, VISA, Mastercard, Discover

Pre-Buy Inspections, Annuals,
Prop Balancing

Located 1 mile West of
Kingfisher on Airport Rd

Gundy’s airport in Owasso is looking
for an airplane (BD-5 or ???) to mount
on a pedestal at the airport entrance.
If you have a project you want to sell
cheap, contact Roger Wieden at 918272-1523.

Call 1-940-668-2009

Tel: 405-375-3705
Fax: 405-375-3630

CLAREMORE AIRCRAFT
SERVICE
Full-Service Aircraft Maintenance
Claremore Regional Airport
Maintenance and Repairs on Recip
and Turbine-Powered Aircraft
Full-Service Fixed-Gear Annuals
$440.00
Factory PT6 Training
Factory Socata Training
Factory Cessna Training
Call 1-918-343-6174

Lloyd Stelljes
Steel Clear Span Buildings
Construction Management

Cleveland Municipal Airport,
Cleveland, OK, currently has large
hangar available for FBO. Please
call 918-865-8075.
FOR SALE
AVGAS FOR $1.90 A GALLON
(subject to change)

Available Self Service Only
24 Hours a Day at
GOLDSBY’S DAVID J. PERRY
AIRPORT
New Identifier 1K4 (Prev. OK-14)

Phillips, Master Card, VISA,
Discover, Diners Club
International, Carte Blanche, and
American Express cards
are accepted.
We also have open T-hangars
for rent.
Call Vergie @ 405-288-6675.

Be a better Pilot! Sharpen skills,
broaden aviation knowledge and break
bad habits by training with Earl C.
Downs, ATP, CFII, A&P. Antiques,
classics, modern aircraft. Taildragger
training in 1946 Champ. Flight reviews, ground training. EAA Flight
Advisor. Thirty-eight years experience
in flight and ground training.
Be the best you can be!
Golden Age Aviation, Inc,
Cushing, OK.
918-225-7374 (Home & Office)
Email: earldowns@hotmail.com

Speed Craft Interiors
Aircraft Upholstery
Gundy’s Airport
Owasso, OK
8501 Highway 271 South, Suite C
Fort Smith, Arkansas 72908
Phone 501-646-0747 FAX 501-649-3435
Toll Free 888-572-3322
(888-LSB-3322)

Call 918-272-9863
John & Jane Fisher Owner/Opr.
FAA Medical Certificates

John C. Jackson, D.O.

Mini Storage Buildings- Aircraft Hangars

ULTRALIGHT AVIATION
Tulsa, OK
918-724-0821
randy@ultralightaviation.com
www.ultralightaviation.com

Western Okie Soda Blasting

FAA-Certified Repair, Overhaul,
And Dynamic Balancing
Over 20 Years Experience

Dry Aircraft Paint Stripping

Dynamic balancing half-price with
overhaul or major repair.

Flight Instruction
Chad Nail, CFII

No Chemicals Environmentally Safe
Safe for Aluminum, Steel, Composites

Remember!
If it shakes don’t delay!
Call Dr. Dan Today!

Northeast Oklahoma Area

Portable Rig-- We Come to You!

918-782-9696
918-230-6245 (cell)

Art Rhoads, RR1 Box 25 Colony,
OK 73021 405-929-7337

in Owasso, OK
Phone# (918) 272-3567
FAX# (918) 272-7664
email: PropDoc@aol.com

410 Cherokee, Wagoner, OK 74467
Office: 918-485-5591
FAX: 918-485-8455
Wagoner Community Hospital:
918-485-5514
email: formula@ionet.net

Sulphur Municipal
Airport
(F30)
24-Hour Unattended
Self-Service Fuel- 100LL/$1.79
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NOW AVAILABLE!
TWO BEAUTIFUL LOTS ON TENKILLER AIRPARK
LOT 5 BLOCK 2
•
•
•
•
•

LOT 4 BLOCK 4

Choice Runway Location
150-Foot Frontage
206-Foot Depth
Approx .7 Acres
Price: $31,000

•
•
•
•

289-Foot Frontage
359-Foot Depth
Approx. 1.5 Acres
Price: $14,000

FOR DETAILS,
CALL 918-496-9424

Trees abound everywhere at the Tenkiller Airpark. This is
a view of Lot 5 Block 2 from the runway.

Southwest Aviation Specialties, LLC
AVIONICS INSTALLATION &
REPAIR
Our highly-qualified team delivers
unsurpassed avionics installations,
troubleshooting, and repair. SWAS has
the experience to install and maintain your
avionics systems.
Avionics Installation
• GPS
• Autopilots
• TCAS
• GPWS
• AFIS
• Flight Management
Systems
• Digital Phone/Fax
• Multi-Media
Entertainment Systems

Authorized Dealer for:
• Garmin
• BF Goorich
• S-Tec
• Trimble
• II Morrow
• Northstar
• Ryan
• Insight
• Sandel, and many more!

Authorized Lab
Component Repair
• VHF/COMM
• Weather Radar
• NAV Systems
• Audio Systems

Repair and Service
• Allied Signal
• Honeywell
• Garmin
• Arc/SigmaTee
• 24-Hr Tech Assistance
and AOG Support

Riverside/Jones Airport, 200 Learjet Lane, Tulsa, OK 74132
Phone: 918-298-4044
FAX: 918-298-6930
www.swaviation.net
Precision Aircraft Maintenance - Mil-Spec 1594 Aircraft Welding - Custom Aircraft Interiors - 24-Hr/7-Day On-Call Service
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Short final for 23. If you lived here, you’d be almost
home! Note the lake beyond the runway end.

