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It’'s So Easy to Fly a Breezy!

By Bob Ferguson

If youreadthe January is-
sue of The OklahomaAviator
you dready know my favorite
flying machineisthe Jetwing
Trike. Before that airplane
soaredintomy life, my favorite
wastheBreezy. Anditisonly
in second place by anose, or,
perhaps, alack of anose! If you
read the February issue you
know that MikeHuffman and|
sharealove of the Breezy and
have had somesimilar experi-
enceswithit.

So what is a Breezy? Is
thereanyoneout there, redly,
who has not seen Red
Stevensonflying hisBreezy at
air shows, fly-ins, and other
aviation gatherings? That's
where | first encountered the
Breezy and had my first flights
in(on?) It. Moreonthat |ater.

The Breezy looks like
someonewent outinthenight,
cut downaradiotower, dragged
itback tothegarageonitssde,
put whedls, engine, wings, tail
and seats on it, and then de-
cided to see if it would fly.
Guess what? It did!! And it

The " Big Wheel Breezy” with Bob Ferguson at the controls.

turned out to beoneof themost
funflyingmechinesyoucanever
experience (exceptthe Trike, of
course).

The fuselage is actudly
meadefromaircraft-qudity sted
tubing, built to plansdeve oped
by Carl Unger, CharlesRoloff,
and Bob Liposki in 1964.
Many availablewingsandtall
feathers can be used to com-
pletethearframe, and avariety
of common enginescan befit-
ted to power it. Some of the
most commonarangementsare
Piper PA-12, J3, PA-18wings
with C-85, C-90, O-200 or O-
235 engines. They haveaso
been built with Aeronca,
Luscombe, and even Cessna
150wings.

My favorite hasthe Piper
wingswithal50 HPLycoming
0O-320 engineand Harley mo-
torcycle wheels. Hey, it'san
experimentd-- let your imegine:
tionrunfree! | havepartnersin
the airplane and we all bring
something different totheidea
pool. Theairplaneisactualy
the one Red Stevenson owned
fivedifferent times. Heisre-

-|l'h_ i N

sponsiblefor thebigger engine
and alist of smaller additions,
likethedrenunder therear sedt.
Makesamuch better attention-
getter than just hollering " Clear
Prop!*

My firg flight wasasomy
first soloontheplane. It hap-
pened, to the best of my
memory,in1978,whenl cdled
Redto seeif hewould takeme
foraride. Hesaid"Youcando
better thanthat. I'll let you fly
it." | wasexcited! Heasked me
to meet him at Haskell airport
301 couldfly it off thegrassthe
firsttime. | flew downinmy
Piper Clipper at the gppointed
date and time and Red soon
appeared with the Breezy.

Hetaxiedintotheramparea
wherel waswaiting, got down
fromthepilot'sseat withtheen-
ginedtill running, and gaveme
my preflightbriefing: " Thisisthe
throttle, thisisthebrake- it only
works on one side but you
won't needit. Theairspeedin-
dicator is here but it doesn't
read right until you get level in
cruise, but you won't need it!
Just pull thewhed back toyour

chest ontakeoff and when the
nosestartsto come up, just put
the whed forward to hold it
whereyouwant it. Justtheop-
posite on landing- use about
1500 RPM (the tach isdown
there, under your legs) and
when the mains touch down
bring thewheel back towards
your chest to keep the nose
from coming down too quick.
Gohaveaball!"

My first comment was
"Arentyougoingaong?' His
answer: " | don't know what
for. Therearen't any controls
in the back seat and we can't
talk because of thenoise. Be-
sides, you will enjoy it more
without apassenger. Now go
fly." Sol did.

Taxiing was OK, but the
steeringisvery direct and the
machinerespondsright now to
inputs. Theeffectisamplified
somewhat becauseyou St sofar
forward and any yaw you in-
duceyoufed immediately. It
wasgood to havetotaxi some
distance, so asto know what
to expect on the takeoff roll.
Frankly, | had noideawhat to

expect, but my mood was ea
ger anticipationand excitement.

I lined up, checked thecon-
trols, and shoved the throttle
open. After afew twitchesfrom
side to side, | had it going
straight and pulled the wheel
back tomy chest asinstructed.
Thenosequickly begantocome
up and I moved thewhed for-
ward to keep from over-rotat-
ing. | knew fromwatchingRed
fly that tekeoffswereshort and
climbspretty steep so | wasn't
surprised that lift-off aoruptly
followedrotationand | wasfly-
ing. Itwasloveatfira flight sl
watched theground drop avay
and looked out with atotally
unobstructed view of theworld.
Theairplane seemed eager to
fly and responded comfortably
tomy touch.

| turned toward theriver,
leveled off a what looked like
areasonablealtitude, and flew
along the sand bars. | waved
tosomefishermeninaboat and
to afarmer on atractor work-
ing hisfield next tothebank. |

continued on p. 4.

Satisfied passengers, after a fun flight-- notice their windblown hair!



From Mike...

Asl sttowritemy March column, the
layout of the paper iscompl ete, except for
thislast effort. Only after everythingdseis
donedol fed freetotakeafew degpbregths
and contemplatemy topicfor thisissue.

Today, | find | anweary of gttingat a
computer keyboardgaringa "TheTube" in
frontof me. Funny, weusedtocdl tdevison
TheTube, but now computersscreenshave
greatly takenitsplace, a leastinmy atten-
tion. Isthisgood?-- | wonder...

Peaseforgivemy jaundiced atitude. |
don’t normally get thisway and | know it
wontlastlong. | evenknow whet causedit.

About threeweeksago, Barbaraand |
determined thet our sharing of onecomputer
had gone about asfar asit could and till
maintain thesanctity of our marriage (jour-
naisticexaggeration, of course).

Thusitwasthat wemedeafateful dedi-
sontoacquireasecond computer. Inred-
ity, theactud acquistionof the"thing'" (notice
thet I'memoationdly disancingmysdf from
it) wasonly aminor contributor tomy mood.

Thered ded wasmy decisonthat these
twomeachinesshouldbenetworked together.
| mean, wevebeenlimpingaongnow ona
singlecompuiter, printer, scanner, and mo-
dem. Theaddition of the second computer
and acoupleaf inexpensvenetwork cards
should openupawholenew world of capa:

biliies

Why, wecould shareeach other filed!
We could use each other’s hard disks for
backup! Wecould shareour printer, scan-
ner, and CD-RW driveacrossthenetwork!
Oh, and, goody-goody, we could Ssign up
for broadband Internet access (whichisnot
much morethanwe renow payingfor dia-
upsarvice!) and, withthenetwork inplace,
sharethe connection between thetwo com-
puterd Oh, won'titbebeautiful 7?

WAl

YouknowwhetI’mgoingtosay dreedy,
don'tyou? I'mdill fighting theproblems.

Now, mindyou, I’'mnodouchwhenit
comestotechnica guff. Hey, | anaFormer
SoftwareProfessond! Besidesthat, I've
gotabrother-inHaw oncal whoisasystems
adminigrator onacomplicatednetwork. I've
been using computerssincetheearly 80s
(Macintoshes), and | considered mysdlf a
knowledgablepioneer us.

ltwasonly inthelast few yearsthat |
wasrductantly draggedintothe“WorldAc-
cordingto Gates” withits* plugand pray”
technology. Addtothisequationdl thefrus-
tration of viruses, operating system bugs,
gpplication programupdates-- al of which
canconflictwithoneanother.

What | want to dowithacompuiter is,
oddly enough, USEFUL WORK. | redly
don't careto know about theinnardsof the
unit.

Touseafamiliar andogy, if | werebuild-
inganarplane, | wouldwanttobedrilling
holes, cutting metd, we ding partstogether,
not trying toget thefabrication equipment to
work.

Of course, computersaremuch more
complex devicesthan,say, andectricd drill.
Troubleshoatingisdifficultandarcaneat bes.

Touseanandogy, | reed an articlea
few yearsago about scubadiversrecover-

ingartifactsfromacivil war shiplocatedin
tenfeet of inky black mud at thebottomof a
river. They coulduseonly therr handstofed
about for tressures. Imaginethedifficulty in
developinga“ mentd map” of thewreck, so
that one could do something assmpleas
returntothesamespot onalater dive-- to
say nathing of tryingtologicaly deducewhere
to search anew. Yes, thisisanaogousto
troubl eshoating computer problems (except
that the*wreck” reconfiguresitsdf astime
goeson!).

Sincemost computer usersdon’t have
aprayer of troubleshooting their computers,
thisal thismakesmefed that thedaysof
traditiond do-everything persona comput-
ersarenumbered. Remember how wegot
here? Big mainframe computersaccessed
through dumbterminasand programmed by
“DataProcessng” (asitwascdledinthose
days) wascond dered way toodow andin-
fledble

Shouldwego back? Actudly, | think
that, with widely-available broadband
I nternet access on the near horizon (see
Bob Jandebeur’sarticle on page 13), we
arepoised to “haveour cakeand edt it,
too.” Thatis, with high-speed connec-
tivity, our homecomputer could besome-
thing very smple, maybe evenwithout a
hard drive. Wewould*rent” applications
like Microsoft Word from an “ applica-
tionserviceprovider,” accessthemacross
the network, and store our documentson
their servers. When our computer quit,
we would treat it like we do our TV--
either get somebody to fix it our buy a
new one. It'snot hereyet, but it’s not
that far away.

Until then, we' Il sruggleon, learning
morethan weever wanted to know about
bitsand bytes

Anybody got any dynamite?
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Letters To =&

The Editor&=—7
Mike
Thanksfor carryingonthetraditionand

hdpingtoduetheaviationcommunity together
withthepeper. After beingapilotfor 25plus
years, my interest is swinging towards the
utrdightsandlightortsplanes (Itisdifficuitto
rentaplaneinthe Tehlequaharea) Look for-
wardtolearmingmoreabout recregtiond flying
whenthenewregulaionsareissuedby theFAA.
Ted Hsher, Tahleguah, OK

Dear Mike,

My Februaryissuedf TheOklahomaAviar
tor arived and again, | want to congratulate
you onthededi cationand persstenceyou've
givenavidion. | redly enjoyedtheatide" The
BigBox--BuildngaKitFox" by Eal Downs
It brought beck many memoariesforme. Itwas
vay heatwarmingtoreedof theingairationthet
herecaved asayoungladbackin 1956 asa
result of theseresof threeartidesthet | wrote
for Mechanix Il lusrated megazineonhow to
buildtheBaoyAce

Whenl bought thecompleteCorbenAir-
craft Company'sassetsback inMadison, WI,
justater | returnedfromKoreain 1952, | well
remember flyingovertoMadisoninaP-51,
gaingthroughthestorageareaandamechine
shopwherethemateria had beengtoredfor
meany, many years And, thoughittook severd
tralerloadstohaul acomplete Junior Ace fix-
tures wingribs, and many partsandengines
home, | brought thedrawingshbadk tomy bese
ontopofthreeSOcdlber machinegunslo-
edintheleftwingof theMugtang. Onmy
sfmfllghtbed< | wasjus hopingthet nothing
wouldhgppentotheM usangthetwouldcause
ustolosethosepreciousdrawings. Thefirst
Mechanix Illugtrated Baby Aceand much-
modfiedarplanefromtheorigind now hangs
intheEAAAIrMussumhereinOshkosh.

TheBigBaxdsohringshadk athermemo-
ries dthoughal my arplaneshavebeenbuilt
fromsoratch, mywife Audrey, someyearsheck
bought meaHyper Litekit. Itwasjusatad
overtheultrdight reguirementsonly becauseof
afewpoundsmoredf theengineweight. Opent
ingthet box and seaing thet beauttiful kit, pre-
wddedfusdage dampedwingribs anddl the
partstherethat needed assembled wasvery
heatwaming.

Wha afinearplaneitwas | flewitabout
50hoursand now someoned sehasthewon-
derful pleasureof looking over thenoseand
enjoyingthesamevad beautiful horizonasl.

Orenever knowshow longittekeswhen
someonetouchespeopleslivesfor aparticular
cause-inmy case, avidionandfoundingthe
Expaimentd AiradtAssodation. Itsamezing
wheremany of theseyoung peoplehavegone
inlife notonly inaviaion, butastheresuitof the
highgandardsand assodiaionwithaviation
faks havemadeabdter lifefor themsdvesor
familiesinoursodey.

I'mdill workingaway withour litleSport
AviationAsociation. Wehaveabout 1400
member. Itsgrassroats. I'll try to kegp that
wonderful santdive

Sncerdy, Your Fiend,

Paul Poberezny, Oskhosh, WI

[EditorsNote: The Sport Aviation As-
sodiation can bereached at PO Box 2343,
Oshkosh, W 54903-2343]




Up With Downs

Earl Downs

Read The
Directions!

TheBig Box had arrived and thereit
was. | couldn't help but bereminded of all
themodd airplanes| had builtinmy now
so very distant youth. In those days, |
would gotothehobby shopwithmy pock-
etsfull of quartersfrommowing lavns(we
didn't even have power mowersinthose
days). What wonderful kit could 1 buy for
$1.75? That wasseven lavnsmowed and
| intended to spend my hard-earned money
wisdly. After much consderation| would
make my selection and takeit home. It
wasn'tthe"BigBox," butitwasabox with
anarplaneinit. After openingthebox, |
carefully checked the piecesof basawood
and read the construction plans. Gosh,
this was going to be atough one, but |
couldn't res st the challenge of transform-
ing thishandful of sticksand paper intoa
living, breathing representation of what |
loved. Airplanes!

Later, asl lookedat my red "arplane
inabox," | relived thosethoughtsand fed -
ingsfromyearsago. Skystar saysyou can
build your Liteinabout 200 hours. That
number isprobably pretty closeif youonly
count hands-on condructiontime. TheBig
Box containsevery part and pieceof hard-
wareneeded to build the Lite except the
engine and BRS parachute. Those are
shipped separately. | doubt if the 200-
hour figureincludesthethreedaysit took
meto carefully disassemblethebox and
removeitspreciouscargo. Ascareful asl
was, | ill managed to drop my crowbar
and do someminor damagetoawingrib.

Next comestheinventory. Tosay that
thekitiscompleteisagrossunderstate-
ment. Every nut, bolt, screw, rivet, and
cotter pin hasapart number and must be
accounted for. Therearehundredsof plas-
tic bagscontaining partsand hardware. It
wasobviousthat | could not just placeal
thebitsand piecesin abig pileand expect
tofindaparticular itemwhen | neededit.
It wastimeto get organized, sotheinven-
tory stopped and | turned my attentionto
my work area.

| had partially constructed my work-
bench and the shipping crate provided
plenty of lumber to completethejob. A
triptothehardwarestore provided mewith
twelve feet of pegboard, several dozen
hooks, and multi-drawer storage cabinets.
A coupleof dayslater (asonot part of the
200 hours), | was ready to continuethe
inventory. Maybeit'sjust me, but | some-
how fedd more confident when| amorga-
nized. Finaly, theairplaneinabox was
now acollection of partsinwaiting. Wait-
ing, that is, for metoread theinstruction
menud

Theindructionmanud iscompletewith
written directions and lots of photos.
Skystar recommendsthat you read theen-
tiremanua beforestarting theactua con-
struction andthat'swhat | did. Thispro-
cessgavememixed feelings. Becausel

wasnat actudly doingthework it waseasy
to get lost asto how each step connected
tothenext. But, it did givemean over-
view. It alsoled metothink the building
processismore complex thanit actually
turned out tobe. When | started perform-
ing each congtruction step, it mademuch
moresense. | wonder if reading and pon-
dering thecongtruction manud isincluded
inthe 200 hours?

Skydar gartsyou off withthelanding
gear, wheels, and brakes. As| started
reaming, drillingandfitting thelanding gear
components| noticed aremarkablething
was happening. Open spacesstarted to
appear on the once crowded pegboard.
What fun! Partsweremovingfromthewal
to the plane before my eyes. Thewon-
derful thing about theKitfox isthat if you
spend a couple of hoursworking on it,
something changes. That'safar cry from
thedaysof "scratch building” my Tallwind
SO0 many yearsago.

All welded partsare completely fin-

ished s0it didn't takelong to get theland-
ing gear ready toinstall. Itfit perfectly.
Thetall whed isagmpleingdlaionandit
wasn'tlong beforel couldroll thefusdage
aroundthehangar. Asl looked a thelittle
talldragger fusd agesitting there, | couldn't
resst theurge: inafew minutes| had the
seet bottom temporarily ingtalled and used
ascrap pieceof plywood for amakeshift
seat back. | sat downinsidethe skeleton
fuselagejustto"get thefed". Thiswas
nothing likebuilding my modd planes! |
can't help but wonder if Skystar hadthisin
mind when they have you completethe
landing gear first. Surely not!

If you want to see what an airplane
construction manual lookslike, you are
welcome to stop by and look at mine.
Skystar will dsobegladto send you some
sample pages. Contact me at
earldowns@hotmail.comif you haveany
guestions about home building or
ultrdights

The Kitfox Litein Earl Downs workshop. Note the pegboard inventory.

“Personal Stuff” Required for Your Checkride

By Dave Wilkerson

In previouscolumns, wediscussed d-
ements of the Practical Test Standard's
" Appoi ntment with Examiner” checklit,
emphasi zing appropriateaircraft, aircraft
maintenancerecords, and view-limiting
devices(thefirst item of personal stuff).
Thismonth, let'sconsider the remainder
of theligt.

"Personal items' istheway itisde-
scribed on the checklist. That doesn't
sound very professional-- doesn't even
sound"aviatoria." When applicantsap-
pear for checkrides, each one wants to
sound andto BE professond. Examiners
know this-- that'swhat wewanted aswe
started our descent into checkridesinthe
dark long-ago. Tofoster that profession-
diam, theFiendly Aviatoria Authority has
provided thechecklist asagentlereminder
of itemsnot toforget.

Current aeronautica charts, whichare
second onthelist of persond equipment,
seem likeano-brainer, but they are not.
Highttrainingtakestime, and occasondly
one's sectional chart expiresjust asthe
checkridedatenears. A comfortableold

chart, familiarly folded and marked with
thejoy of travel ina"new world," scarcely
cries"replaceme!” Studentssometimes
forget to check the chart date, and busy
flight instructorsforget to ask.

Forgetting to check thechart expira-
tiondateisnot limitedto Private Pilot ap-
plicants. A few yearsago, thefrequency
of an OklahomaV OR changed. Thefre-
quency change had been publishedinthe
NOTAMS, but the notice disappeared
from there when the new chart was
printed. | watched aCommercial Pilot
goplicant'smounting frustration ashetried
vainly to acquire the navaid using the
former frequency printed on hisexpired
chart. Pilotsdo havebad days, and this
onewould have been worseif the pilot
had beenflying aplanel oad of charter cus-
tomerd

Followingthecall for current charts,
flight computersand plottersarethe next
itemsof persond stuff toconsder. "Hight
computer” isthe only terminology the
FAA uses, sotheseitemscanincludethe
venerable E6GB or theelectronic variety.
In addition, Oklahomaskies often host
guestsfromforeignlands, who occasion-

ally bring flight computersand plotters
fromtheir homelands. That should not
be a problem, since the PTS does not
specify arequiredtypeor design. Aslong
asan agpplicant can usetheitem and pro-
duceresultswith useful accuracy, exotic
isacceptable. Onefelow impressed me
with his British plotter, athick Lexan
square with etched, beveled edges,
whose crisp black markingstold him all
he needed to know smply by placingthe
itemon hissectional. Flight computers
and plotters are the tangible part of a
pilot'sthoughts, and thinkingin one€'sna-
tive language is FAA approved, nicht
wahr?

Thenext itemsonthe persona equip-
ment lig areflight planformsandflightlogs
(navlogs). Incontrast to computersand
plotters, these items are part of the Na-
tiona Airgpace System'sthought process.
Assuch, therequired formatsare essen-
tidly fixedandshould conformtotheFAA's
current expectations. Examiners must
judge applicants navlog completionand
smulaedfiling of flight plans andwegen-
eraly haveno great surprisesinthisre-
gard.

We have, though, encountered inter-
edting discussonsregarding thefind item
of personal equipment inthe checklist:
current Airman'sinformation Manud, Air-
port/Facility Directory, and " appropriate
publications.” Theseitemssometimes
cause applicants to have anxious mo-
ments. Theworst problemwiththeAIM
isthe occasional applicant toting an ob-
Soleteedition.

Redl problemscan arisewiththeAir-
port/Facility Directory and appropriate
publications. Being human, pilotsand
flight instructors settleinto comfortable
ways, which sometimesinclude using
commercially-produced substitutesfor
theAirport/Fecility Directory. Sadly, few
of these publications are updated as of -
ten asthe A/FD, and that |eadsto prob-
lems. Aslongasthesepublicationsagree
withtheofficid FAA information, they are
"appropriate.” However, therub comes
when, for whatever reason, they disagree.

Following theA ppointment With Ex-
aminer checkligtislikepaving ahighway.
Itsaneffort, but makesgetting tothedes-
tination smooth and efficient.
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It's So Easy to Fly a Breezy!,
cont’d

continued from p. 1.

wasso engrossed by what | could seeand
theexperienceof flyingtotaly intheopen
that it took severa minutesbeforel came
back to being aware of the machine. It
caught up with mewhen | looked back
over my shoulder during oneturnandre-
aized| wasina35 degreebank! With no
structurefor reference, steep turnsdidn't
seem so steep. | becameinstantly com-
fortablewith the plane and flew around
somemorejust exploring the scenery and
thehandling characteristicsof the Breezy.
It was easy to fly level in pitch by just
watching theterrain below inreferenceto
thedistant horizon. Thecontrolsareall
lightsnceyouareflyingat 65 MPH-- itis
hard to develop much air load at that
speed.

| decided | should not keep Redwait-
ing too long and headed back totheair-
port. Therewasnothingunusud about the
pattern except | could seeeverythingin
every direction. Thelandingwasjust as
Red said it would beand thegrinon my
facedidn't goaway for therest of theday!!
Until then, I had awaysenjoyed our Piper
Clipper, but when | gotinto go home, it
suddenly seemed cramped and confining.
| redlly missedtheopenair. TheBreezy
hasthat effect onpeople. | took alady for
arideat one of the Muskogee airshows
and she told me she was a pilot, flying
Cessnal50'sand 172's. | told her, aswe
weretaxiing out, that shewould never en-
joy those planesas much again after her
Breezy ride. Aswetaxiedin after herride
shetapped me on the shoulder and said
"You areright. They will never bethe
same”

Whenflying aBreezy, youlearn new
and previoudy undiscovered meaningsof
aerodynamics. Whenwebought theplane,
| flew it to Gundy'sfrom Riversideona
day when thewesather wasgoing through
somechanging patterns. | discovered that
you canfed thewind changeonyour face
when you fly across a shear line. Of
course, temperaurevariaionsareingantly
detected. What isamazingishow many
variationsthere can beinasmall areaof
thesky.
| havean old leather jacket | anfond
of that hassomewhat baggy upper deeves.
If I wear it whileflying the Breezy, the
deevesget toflapping and theplanedarts
ayaw oscillationuntil | grabthedeeves
and stoptheflapping! Onacool morning
crass-country, | thought my full coverage
motorcyclehelmet would becomfortable
instead of the earmuffsand goggleswe
usudly fly with. Thefirs aerodynamicef-
fect | noticed wasthewindtryingtolift the
helmet off my head. (Never noticediton
the cycle- always hiding behind a
windscreen.) | put my head downtolook
at the tach to adjust power and the air-
plane pitched up. | raised my head and
the plane pitched back down. You be-
comeavery dynamic part of aerodynam-
icswhenit's"inyour face'. That'sactudly
what wenamed our partnership group- In
Your Face, Inc. Weareeasily identified
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by thebugsinour teethfromgrinningwhile
wefly.

| have taken many people for rides
(includingthe USAF Thunderbirdscrew
chiefs) and everyone gets off smiling. |
figurethat 99 out of 100 genuinely enjoyed
itand theother onewasjust grateful to get
back divel Weare currently adding dual
controlsto the bird so someof our pilot
friends can experiencetheridefromthe
front seat. | wishthat had been possible
when| gaveridestoaretired SR-71 pilot
andthewoman pilot of the C-5A that came
totheMuskogeeairshow afew yearsago.

The solo-only aspect of the Breezy
madeitself very apparent on onememo-
rableflight. Itwasthefirgt night flight for
me. Wehad been doing maintenanceand
| hedjugt finishedwiringandtesting dl the
lightsrequiredfor night flight. They all
worked OK and | had adecisonto make.
ItwasFriday, just after twilight, andavery
pretty early summer evening- shirtdeeve
westher. | had promised totaketheplane
to Tulsalnternational to beon static dis-
play for an open houseat SparksAviation
Center the next day. The weather fore-
cadt for Saturday morningwasfog, drizzle,
and low ceilings- definitely not Breezy
westher! | called Tulsatower and asked if
| could comeinthat evening (they had pre-
vioudy OK'dmy no-radioarriva for Sat-
urday) and they said "come on." They
asked meto comeover theairport at 2000
feetuntil gettingagreenlight fromthem.

| taxied out and took off from Gundy's
and climbed straight south until | got to
2000 feet and leveled off. Asl trimmed
theplanefor level cruise, | looked around
and down into theinky blacknessbelow
and that'swhen thefeeling surprisingly
grabbed me! It was not fear, but rather,
intenseloneliness!! Thefedlingwasso
strongit felt like clawsdigging into my
shoulders. | redlized | was more alone
than | had ever beeninmy life. | was
completely disconnected from theworld
below. No onecould seemeupthere. |
couldn't seeanyonebelow. Noradio, no
onetotakto. | knew that whatever hap-
pened would happento just me.

| turned toward International,
proceeding as planned, and as famil-
iar buildings and roads and things
cameinto view, thefeeling subsided
and was completely gone by thetime
| rolled into the Sparks ramp where
friendly people waited to greet me.
Flying the Breezy at night proved to
be afun experience, strengthening
the "Magic Flying Carpet" impres-
sion that the bird gives. Thelonely
feeling never returned, but the
memory has never gone away.
Breezys are like that. They make
memories out of otherwise ordinary
events. If you get the chanceto fly
or ride on one, don't passit up. It's
so easy to fly a Breezy and so much
fun!!

[Editors Note: Bob Ferguson
works for Autopilots Central and can
be reached at 918-836-6418.]

Ada Aircraft Painting, LLC

High Quality Professional Finishes
In Business Since 1962

- Phone: 580-332-6086
- Fax: 580-332-4547
~ Email: adaairpt@wilnetl.com

g rtu -"r
Dewey Gandy
_ Greg Gandy

* Specializing in single engine and light twin aircraft of all types

¢ Professionally applied Acry-Glo acrylic urethane paint products

* Factory and custom designs

* Aircraft completely and professionally stripped to ensure high
quality standards

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE ON YOUR AIRCRAFT

24 HOUR SELF SERVICE FUEL
100LL- $1.95 JET A- $1.90

(Subject to Change) AmEXx, VISA, Discover, AvCard, and BP

5000 FT. HARD SURFACE RUNWA
GENERAL AVIAHQN AIRPORT W

LOCATED IN MIDAMERICA INDUSTRIAL PARK * PRYOR CREEK, OK
Choice Industrial Sites

EXPERIENCE TRUE TEXAS HOSPITALITY!

Gainesville, Texas
Unicom 123.0 AWOS 118.375

100LL- $1.79 Weekdays
$l.74 Weekends %&
JetA- $1.75 (Self-Service)

*Open 24 Hours- 7 Days/Week DTN WX Satellite System +Conference Room

Attendant on call after 5:00 PM 5 Mins to Outlet Mall «Courtesy Cars (3)
*Major Credit Cards Accepted 18 Hole Golf Course *Pilot Lounge
Including Multi-Service &

940-668-4565  940-665-6884 Fax

Avcard, CAA, Phillips Into-

Plane & UVAir Discounts www.gainesville.tx.us/GMAindex.shtml

email: airport@cooke.net

Oklahoma 0 KLA H 0 MA

Airport
Operators
Association

Serving theinterests of the owners and operators
of all airportsin Oklahoma

For information or application contact Debra Coughlan, Executive
Director OAOA, P. O. Box 581838, Tulsa, OK 74158

Telephone 918.838.5018 Fax 918.838.5405




Wings As Eagles

is proud to support the
Oklahoma Aviator!

We challenge other companies
to do the same.

Wings As Eagles

Aviation Medicine
Dr. Guy Baldwin Tulsa OK
www.acrodoc.com

For flight physicals or
answers to aviation medical
guestions, give us a call.

Wings as Eagles, 11445 E. 20th, Tulsa, OK 74128 918-437-7993

How Many Should We Build ?
How Big Should We Build Them ?
You Tell Us!

We have the land and the airport just minutes from downtown Tulsa. We need your help
in determining our building needs for the immediate future. Drop us a note or call and
tell us your needs. What size plane? What size hangar? What are your service require-
ments from your chosen airport?

Name
sonal
Type of Aircraft

Company or per-

Want to build to own

Want someone else to build for you to lease

Address Phone

ALL INFORMATION TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL

LAND LEASE PrICES LOWERED T 0 10 CENTS PER SQ. FOOT THIS YEAR
StrICT BuIiLDING REQUIRMENTS*

CALL (918) 246-2605 or 246-2504

*WE ARE DEDICATED TO STAYING A BEAUTIFUL AIRPORT

5,800 foot runway
NEW Courtesy Car
DUAT DTN Weather
Jet A.-100LL
VolumeDiscounts
Full Length Dual Taxiways

THE SQUADRON

An Atlanta-area EAA member designed this set of decorative airplane lights.
We liked them so much we are making them available for sale. The set in-
cludes six low wing airplanes, six biplanes, and a string of bulbs. The airplanes
are pearl white and lights are white (with four colored bulbs). The price is $19
a set plus $4 S&H. Allow 3-week delivery. Use them in place of Christmas
lights, for hangar dances, for fly-ins-- any aviation celebration!
Send checks to:
The Oklahoma Aviator, 4621 E. 56th Place, Tulsa, OK 74135

—CAO

7/ [,

D

ATP, CFII-MEI

ASK TE

= DOCTOR

BY DR. GUY BALDWIN
Senior Aviation Medical Examiner

£

Sure, You Can Fly With That
Medicine!

That iswhat somefamily doctorstell
their patients, when actudly the choice of
medicinesyou aretaking often haveabig
effect on your ability to fly legally and
safdy. Thisisacommon problemwhichl
often encounter asan Aviation Medical
Examiner (AME).

Recently, a70-year-old airman ap-
plied with mefor athird classmedical.
Hisexamwasbasicadly norma except for
hisblood pressure, which was 165/100.
TheFAA prefersit to belessthan 155/
95for al threeclasses. | sent theairman
back to hisfamily doctor to placehimon
blood pressure medicineand do there-
quired testsfor the FAA approval. His
doctor placed him on amedicinecalled
Catapress, whichwas successful at con-
trolling his blood pressure. However,
Catapressisoneof thefew blood pres-
sure medicinesthe FAA doesnot allow
you totake. So, | sent him back to the

doctor to changeit to oneof the gpproved
medicines. Thiswasan unusud casebe-
cause most all of the medicineswe use
for blood pressureare OK.

L ast week, another airman presented
himself for arenewal. Inturned out he
wastaking Prozac, whichisabig no-no.
Hisdoctor had put him on Prozac only
for ashort timeto treat aslight case of
anxiety and depression brought on by
pressures at work. Neither theairman
nor hisdoctor knew that the FAA does
not dlow flyingwhileanairmanistaking
antidepressants. We sent him back to
hisfamily doctor to seeif he could cope
with his work pressures without the
Prozac. We had him stop flying for 90
days, duringwhichtimehedid not take
the Prozac. Hereturned after that time
with aletter from hisdoctor saying hehas
no problemswithout themedicine. | made
aphonecall tothe FAA, with favorable
results.

In conclusion, | recommend that to
avoid problemswith medicineand your
medical, tell your family doctor you are
a pilot, that as such, there are some
medicinesyou cannot takeat al, and that
for others, you are not allowed to fly
whiletaking them. | think for the most
part, family doctorswho are not pilots
or AMEssmply do not know. You may
alsowant to call your AME before start-
ing to take any newly-prescribed medi-
cation.

AIRCRAFT---Der Fliegenwagen

Whitney)

Luggagebags Somplaceneisen

Airlinens

United

GERMAN FOR PILOTS

JET TRANSPORT---Der Muchen Overgrossen Biggenmother Das Ist Fliegen Highenfaster
Mit All Der Mach Und Flightenlevels. (Built by Boeing)

PROPELLER---Der Airfloggen Pushenthruster
ENGINE---Der Noisenmaken Pistonpusher Das Turnens Der Airfloggenfan Pushenthruster

JET ENGINE---Der Schreemen Skullschplitten Firespitten Smokenmaken Airpushenbacken
Thrustermaker Mit Compressorsqueezen Und Turbinespinnen Bladenrotors. (Made by Pratt &

CONTROL COLUMN---Der Pushenpullen Bankenyanken Schtick
RUDDER PEDALS---Der Tailschwingen Yawmaken Werks
PILOT---Der Pushenpullen Bankenyanken Tailschwingen Werker

PASSENGER---Der Dumbkopf Das Est Strappened En Der Baacken Mit Der Other
Dumbkopfs Das Est Expecten To Leave Undgo On Scheduledtimen Und Arriven mit Der

STUDENT PILOT---Der Dumbkopf Das Learnen Fliegen Un Hopen To Jobenfinden Mit Der

FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR---Der Timenbuilder Mit Less Den 1000 Hrs Multienginefliegen.
Teachen Dumbkopfs To Fliegen Vile Waitenwatchen Fer Der Letter Mit Der Joboffering Frum

AIRLINE TRANSPORT PILOT---Das Grosse Overpaiden Und Under Werken
Whinencomplainer Biggen Schmuck Dat Fliegen Mit Das Big Airlinen

PARACHUTE---Der Stringencotten Das Est Usen To Floaten Der Tailschwingen Pushenpullen
Bankenyanken Werker Down To Earthen Ven Der Fliegenwagen Est Kaputen

FAA---Der Friggenfliegen Dumbkopf Schmucks Das Maken Alder Rulens Und Regulations

The Oklahoma Aviator, March 2001, Page 5



Tulsa Air & Space Center News

A Messagefrom Chairman Lee
Raney

The TASC Capita Campaignisour
highest priority at thistime. Wehaveal-
reedy outgrown our facilitiesherein Han-
gar 5 and need desparately to move on
with our building program. TASC is
growing and rapidly becoming an asset
toTulsa. Helpushbuild afirst classfacil-
ity for al the peopleof Tulsa.

AirplanesThat Need Attention

TASC hasavery niceFisher Mode
303 low-wing wood-and-fabric mono-
planekit available, either for sale or for
completion by some handy group of
TASC volunteers. Theairplanehasall
theparts, including anew engine, andis
about 50% complete. Itisafunmachine,
bothto buildandtofly.

Also, wehaveareplicaFokker DR-
1, afamous WW-1 fighter plane. Itis
about 80% complete, but needs an en-
gine. Itisanon-flyableairplane, but could
be handsomefloor exhibit for TASC or
someother historicair facility.

Contact Kim Jonesfor further infor-
metion.

TASCArt Contest

The TASCArt Contest 2000 wasa
very successful program that will bere-
peated onApril 17,2001. Thecontestis
opento al Tulsaareahigh school stu-
dents, grades9-12. Information pack-
etswill bedelivered to areateacherson
March 1. Each teacher may enter 20
pieces of artwork, to be delivered to
TASCApril 8-15. Fina judgingwill be
April 17 with awards being presented
April 20 at 7:30PM in a ceremony at
TASC. Grand prizefor teachersistwo
round-trip tickets donated by Southwest
Airlines. Inaddition, all participating
teacherswill beenteredinadrawing for
tworidesintheB-25"0ld Glory." Stu-
dent prizeswill be$75for first place, $50
for second place, and $25 for third place
in each of the two levels, Grades 9-10
and Grades 11-12.

TASC Higtorical PhotoLibrary

Inthefall of 2000, our good friend
and TASC Director Dale Frakes
brought avisitor, Steve Curry, owner
of Radial EnginesLimited of Guthrie,
OK, to the Center. Since that time,
Steve hasbecomeaTA SC member and
active promoter of our project. A num-
ber of years ago, Steve found out that
the National Air and Space Museum
began to copy their aviation photo col-
lection onto 12" laser video discs.
Steve began aquest to purchasethe 7
disks, which contain over 700,000 pho-

The Oklahoma Aviator, March 2001, Page 6

tographs documenting the history of
aviation and space exploration. Hethen
located abrand-new player to play the
outmoded laser disks. Long story
short, hefinally had the ability to down-
load the photos into his computer so
they could be printed or edited.

Since becoming a member of
TASC, Steveisrecreating hissetup for
the TASC library. So far, he has pur-
chased all the necessary equipment and
fiveof thelaser disks. Heiscontinuing
to search for the remaining two disks
that will complete TASC'scollection.
Oncethelibrary systemisup and run-
ning, wewill havethe ability to view
those photographs and motion pictures
for research, education, or just pureen-
joyment. Steve Curry deservesabig
“thank you” for hisinterest and his ef-
forts.

NASA |ISS Conference Presen-
tation

By B Mann, Education Coor di-
nator

NASA called! Just think how you
would feel if your child said that and
directed youto listen to the answering
machine! Well, | listened and, yes,
NASA really had called, asking meto
be a presenter at the International
Space Station Conferencein Houston,
TX! Over 650 educatorsfromall over
the United States, Canada, France and
Japan attended the conference.

"Sweet Pee" wasthetitle of my pre-
sentation. Yes, "Pee’ isspelled correctly.
The presentationillustrated the impor-
tance of recycling water asapart of liv-
ing and working in space. The Waste
Collection Systemisanintegrated, mul-
tifunctiond systemused primarily to col-
lect and processbiological wastesfrom
the crew membersin azero-gravity en-
vironment. TheWCSislocatedinthe
middeck of the Orbiter crew compart-
ment. A door on thewaste management
compartment and two curtains provide
privacy for crew members. The WCS
consistsof acommode, urina, fan sepa-
rators, odor and bacteriafilter, vacuum
vent quick disconnect and waste collec-
tion system controls. The system col-
lects, stores, and driesfecal wastes. It
also processes urine and transfersit to
thewaste water tank.

Theneed to conserve materialssuch
asfood and water when livingin Earth's

orbitisessentia. All short missonshave -

thewater that is needed for the flight.
Water can be transported from the
Earth'ssurfaceto orbit, and all waste,
including humanwaste, liquid and solid,
can be brought back as needed. For
extended missions, not all water needed
for "onetimeuse" may betaken. Wa-
ter will haveto berecycled. Thisin-
cludesurineor "Sweet Pee."

Interestingly, during therest of the
conference, many of the educatorsre-
ferredtomeas"Sweet PeeB." Well, |
guessthat isgood.

Remember: Aerospace Education
Touchesthe Future!

W QUALITY AIRCRAFT
na| ACCESSORIES, INC.
OVERHAUL * REPAIR * EXCHANGE

Call JUSTIN HICKS

at 918-835-6948
CALL TOLL-FREE
1-877-833-6948
Fax 835-2804

5746 E. Apache 5t = Building A
Tulsa, Oklahorma 74115
FAA Repair Station #OYIRS5AY
irhicksalr@aol.com

“Ask About Our One

Maas

Alternators

Starters

Prop Governors

Starter Generators

Wet & Dry Vacuum Pumps
Cenerators

Tach Generators

Fuel PUmMps

Turbos, Wastegates
Controflers & Valves

lgnition Harness Kits
Hydraulic Pumps
RIE5 &1340 Accessories

:'_Mh)ﬂllhwn) u.mm“w

FOREIGHN & DOMESTIC

COMPUTERIZED TRANSMISSION DIAGNOSTICS
FREF ESTIMATES  FREF ROAD TEST

o

e
[ N U] T T T ey S
E e S p————r————

HOURS 8:00am - 5:30 pm
Mendery - Fridoy

GVI-L I L=TO00 S

Al Major Credil
ETJE_EJ_IHEHQ = OKC 73107

T e 1 [

John Hilker, owner of Transmissions Unlimited, flys out of OKC Downtown Airpark
and understands your desire to never have to walk!

SPARKS AVIATION CENTER
% TULSA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

¥ HANGAR 23
918-835-2048
a Unicom 122.95 a
Jet A 24-Hour Service 100LL
Courtesy Van New Home of Autopilots
Rental Cars L . Avionics
Catering A I nstruments
Restaurant AUTOPILOTS M aintenance
Hangaring CENTRAL .. |nteriors

Phone: 918-836-6418 FAX: 918-832-0136




Angel gt I

Volunteers flying people in
need.

OPEN T-HANGARS NOW
AVAILABLE- $60/MONTH
Gundy’'sAirport
3-1/2mi E. of Hwy 169 on 76th &. N
Owaso, OK 74055
918-272-1523
www.randywieden.com/gundy

To learn more about how you can
help someone in need, contact
Angel Flight.

www.angelflight.com
918-749-8992

HEM SAWV

T Tha xaw that Cad s S Right, e—
Manufacturers of Industrial Bandsaws

“These phantoms speak with
human voices . . . able to
vanish or appear at will, to
pass in and out through the
walls of the fuselage as
though no walls were there . .
. familiar voices, conversing
and advising on my flight,
discussing problems of my
navigation, reassuring me,
giving me messages of impor-
tance unattainable in ordinary
life.”

Our 80"x80" Saw Cutting a Datsun Pikup in Half

HE&M Saw manufactures over 40 different
models of metal cutting bandsaws: vertical,
horizontal, plate, and double-column saws with
capacities ranging from 12"x12" to 80"x80".

-Charles Lindbergh, First Solo
Across the Atlantic

Courtesy of Dave English’s Aviation

HE&M, Inc is proud to support Quotes Web Site wwwskygod.com

The Oklahoma Aviator

HE&M, Inc, PO Box 1148, Pryor, OK 74362
Located in the Mid-America Industrial Park
adjacent to the Pryor Airport
www.hemsaw.com 888-729-7787

WHERE AVIATION IS NOT JUST A SIDELINE
COMPETITIVE RATES - WORLDWIDE
AIRCRAFT - PRIVATE - COMMERCIAL

MEXICAN INSURANCE - MARINE - FBOs - AGRIBIZ

ML

AVIATION INSURANCE

GROUP, LTD.
5506 North Rockwell
Bethany, OK 73008

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-654-4215 1-800-825-2828
405-495-4230

CALL AVIATION INSURANCE GROUP, LTD BEFORE RENEWING YOUR AIRCRAFT INSURANCE

Richard L. Jones, Jr. - RVS
EL EVATION: 638’

RUNWAY S: 01L/19R- 5101" Asph
01R/19L - 4207 Asph
13/31- 2807" Asph

TWR- 120.3/119.2
GND- 121.7
ATIS 126.5
Unicom- 122.95

Tulsalnternational - TU
ELEVATION:

RENWAY S:

18L /36R- 10,000CBNnc

1 Come Fly with Us!
s Tulsa Airport Authority

OAOA Member

Buying a
Homebuilt Kit?-
Think Like a
Banker!

By Clifford R. Magee,
Attorney-at-Law

How many of you remember aman
named Jm Bedeand oneof hismany cre-
ations, theinfamous BD-5? Perhapsyou
wereoneof themany victimsof thisgreat
dreamer who wasaterriblebusinessman.
If you do not remember him, hereisashort
story about theman, theplan, thevictims,
andthelegacy. After thestory welll tell you
how toavoid beingavictimyoursef.

Jm Bedeiswithout adoubt oneof the
great dreamersof al timeintherealm of
trangportationmachines. Intheearly 1970s
Jm Bededes gned, marketed and manu-
factured kitsfor ahot littlesingleplaceair-
craftthat dlamedfighter performanceona
Volkswagen budget. It wastheBD-5. If
youredly had somemoney, you couldeven
getonewithajetengine. PriortotheBD-
5, therewereno manufactured kitsfor al-
metal high performanceaircraft. Articles
about homebuilt aircraftin Popular Mechan+
icsmagazineweredill nove.

Jm Bede changed thehomebuilt mar-
ket forever. Heoffered hiskitsfor sdefor
only afewthousanddallars, withthepromise
that you could haveyour ownflyingarcraft
for lessthanthe price of the average car.
Best of dl, you could builditinyour own
garagewithminima knowledgeandtools.
TheentireBD-5 concept wasagreat suc-
cess in marketing to a need that had no
other meansof satisfaction. Thousandsof
depositswere paid by customers. Hun-
dredsof partid kitswereddivered. Afew
completekitswereactudly ddivered.

Over theintervening years, there has
beenmuchdiscuss onabout how Bedeknew
thet hehedtosd kitstoraisecapitd tomanu-
facturekits. Customer depositswereused
to pay for day-to-day operations of Mr.
Bedesfactory, whichwascompletewitha
gmdl svarmof jet-powered BD-5'sthat trav-
dedthearshow drcuitinthecompany DC-
3. Hundredsof thousandsof dollarswere
soentineffortstodeveopanenginesuitable
for the BD-5. The big problem wasthat
Bede had sold the entire concept without
havingdevd opedardiablearcratt. TheBD-
5wasdlill intheresearch and devel opment
pheseand thedeposit-payingcutomerswere
finenangitdl.

Eventudly, thecapitd raised through
pre-sales had been depleted. An accept-
ablepowerplant never becameavailableand
anyonewho had paid their money wasl eft

with only abitter aspiration of thingsthat
would never beinthislifetime.

Unfortunately, for thasewhotrusted Jm
Bede (and more recently Stoddard-
Hamiltonandal ot of other woul d-bemanu-
facturers), theaspiring kit builderswereleft
with nothing but adream. Andysisof each
oneof thesestuationsuncoverssomesmi-
lar characterigticswhichexplanwhy there
isoften not abank behind them. Thede-
velopment, design, manufactureand sales
of arcraft (especidly kit arcraft) isacom-
plicated hightisk businesswithamonumen-
ta hunger for capitd.

Take a look at a typical kit
manufacturer'ssalescontract. Often, ade-
positisrequiredto placeanorder. If parts
arenot currently available, the company
promises to send them "as soon as pos-
shle™ If aprospectivebuyerisnotwilling
to pay adeposit, noddivery priority isas-
sSgned.

Suchcompaniesoftenusethar custom-
ersasinvestment bankers, andthecustom-
ersdo not redizehow risky theventurere-
dlyis Justask yoursdf:"If abank will not
financethem, thenwhy should1?* Thefol-
lowing areafew smplemeansto prevent
beingavictim.

1. Never send money tothemanufac-
turer. Instead, usealetter of credit (LC).
Any bank can handlealetter of credit. The
manufacturer'sbank may evenlet themanu-
facturer borrow against it for capital and
operaingexpensss. If themanufacturer will
not accept aletter of credit, itisprobably
becausetheir bank will not allow themto
borrow againgt it dueto of their lack of fi-
nancid srength.

2. Never be one of thefirst buyers.
New airplanes and kits take time to de-
velop and sometimesmgjor designissues
arise. Evenwithan LC, your money can
betied upfor aperiod of time. Asthede-
velopment proceeds, mgor designchanges
may berequired on areasthat you haved-
reedy fabricated and assembled. Depend-
ingonthecontract, such canwind
up cogting thebuil der extratimeand money.
Ancther of Jm Bedescreations, theinfa
mousBD-10 jet, went through dozens of
changestothetail surfacesand other con-
figurationsuntil, after two test pilotswere
killed in crashes, the project went bank-
rupt.

3. If youare purchasing akit, do not
even put up an LC until themanufacturer
canddiver acompletekit. If amanufac-
turer can not deliver acompletekit, itisa
sgnd of oneor moreof thefollowing: less
thenfull design/deve opment, lack of manu-
facturing capacity, or lack of capitd. The
Thunder Mustang was a great concept;
however, itsvery expensive engine was
never successfully adapted to aircraft use.

The Stewart S-51 isnow agreat de-
sign, after twenty yearsof development.
However, becausetheinitid kit priceswere
set too low, only asmall number of com-
pletekitsweredeivered. Asof now, only
ten S-51 projects have been completed.
Ineffect, theother 69 kit ownerspaidfor
thoseten builder'sparts.

Of course, youmay choosenot tofol-
low thesuggestionsabove. If so, youstand
agood chanceat afuturetimeof being an
unsecured bankruptcy creditor insomefar
away date.

The Oklahoma Aviator, March 2001, Page 7



Myths, Legends, and the B-

The“MemphisBelle’ in her protective enclosure at Mud Idand in Memphis.

by Dan Stroud

Memphis, TN, isaunique place.
Itisahub for Northwest Airlines,
home of Graceland and all that Elvis
held dear, and the birthplace of the
blues (if you believe what the Cham-
ber of Commerce says!).

But for many of us, thecity isalso
thefinal resting place of perhapsthe
most famous B-17 still in existence,
the"MemphisBelle." Thatiswhy I
begged so hard to beincluded in a
country radio seminar for St. Jude
Children's hospital, which wasto be
held in that fair city. The seminar
wasto help us all get ideas regard-
ing our various "radiothon" promo-
tionsfor getting public funding for
that wonderful hospital Danny Tho-
mas built, virtually with hisown hands

and money. | did go to all the re-
quired seminars and met some of the
fine country starsthat al so showed
up to lend a hand, but | managed to
find the time to go out to Mud Is-
land, almost within walking distance
from downtown Memphis, and see
the proud bird.

| also managed by sheer coinci-
dence to meet her famous pilot as
well. Lt. Robert K. Morgan wasjust
a pink-faced, skinny 24-year-old
rookie from Asheville, NC when he
picked up hiscrew and anew B-17F
#41-24485 at Gowen Field, ID, in
August 1942. It had just come out
of modification at Cheyenne. Mor-
gan and his crew then flew it to
Bangor, ME, to get the bomber
ready for itstransatlantic flight and

The Belle's ball turret. Even though many parts are missing, such asthe
inside of the turret, the plane still has most of itsoriginal parts. Note the
rectangular patch in the upper left corner of the photo-- an original flak-
damage repair.
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into combat.

While at Bangor, however, Mor-
gan decided on the name "Memphis
Belle" to honor hisfiancé, Ms. Mar-
garet Polk of Memphis. Lt. Morgan
did not feel right about heading off
to Europe without the plane being
properly christened, so on one of
several "shake-down" flights, he and
his crew headed down to Memphis,
so Margaret could do the honorsin
person. She did, and the famous
bomber departed back to Bangor on
September 25, 1942, and then went
on to Europe.

Morgan is one of the most influ-
ential peoplein the preservation of
his former bomber and, indeed, in
helping America to remember the
war. When | visited, hewasin Mem-
phisto do afilmed interview for the
cable TV History Channel. Heisnot
only very articulate, but also very
easy going, and a pleasure to speak
with. Few visitorsaretold of his per-
sonal triumphs unlessthey ask.

Such as the amazing coinci-
dences between himself and another
famous bomber pilot, Paul Tibbets.
How may of you know that then-
Magjor Tibbets made anamefor him-
self asthevery
first B-17 pilot
of the Eighth
Air Forceto at-
tack Europe?
He was in the
lead B-17 with
the commander
of the 97th
Bomb Group,
Col Frank
Armstrong, on
the mission to
Rouen, France,
on August 17,
1942-about the
same time the
Bellewasbeing
modified in
Wyoming.
Later of course,
Colonel Paul
Tibbets com-
manded the B-
29 "Enola Gay"
on her mission
to destiny in
1945.

The really
odd thing to
learn, though, is
that the Belle's
pilot, Robert
Morgan, later
did an analo-
gousthinginthe
Pacific Theater.

Theoriginal, and correct, Belle nose art. B
on Dave Tallichet’'s B-17, which was used ir
Memphis Belle.”

Morgan took with him the |eader of
the 73rd Bomb Wing, Maj. Gen.
"Rosey" O'Donnell. Morgan's498th

As a Major,
Morgan flew
thelead B-29in
the first-ever
raid on Tokyo,
Japan! Major

Theinterior of the Belle, near the waist gunner position.
Remember in the movie when an injured crewman was
lyiing in this spot and his buddies were debating whether
to put a parachute on him and send him out the bomb
bay? Well, according to Robert Morgan, the pilot, it
never happened! Hollywood.
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y comparison, the inset shows the nose art
1 filming the latest version of “ The

Bomb Group airplane was one of
ninety-eight B-29sto makeit to To-
kyo that first time on November 24,
1944.

Back to the story of the Belle,
though! The Belle was assigned to
the 324th Bomber Squadron of the
91st Bomb Group, based at
Bassingbourn, near London. Cor-
poral Tony Starcer was asked to
paint the nose art on her-he was the
same artist who painted the nose of
"Shoo Shoo Shoo Baby," another fa-
mous 91st BG aircraft (now at the
Air Force Museum in Dayton).

Morgan's crew hit submarine
pens at Brest, France, on Novem-
ber 7, 1942 to begin her combat
tour. Those first raids in Europe
were also theworst, in many peoples
opinions. True, thelate-war missions
were equally as dangerous, if not
more so. But the early missionswere
what might be called "pioneer” mis-
sions, where basic tactics were be-
ing learned anew, and where the en-

emy still had the services of their
most experienced fighter pilots. The
aircraft would get better and much
more capableon all sideslater inthe
war, but the early missions over Eu-
rope were just as deadly.

What made the Belle so special
wastiming. A film unit made up of
Hollywood professionals known as
the Army Air Forces 1st Motion Pic-
ture Unit (and led by none other than
Major Paul Mantz-remember him?)
selected the 91st BG asthe focus of
their documentary on the perils of
hard combat. Thefilm crews flew
with the 91st for thirteen missions,
including five on board the Belle.
Famousfilm director William Wyler
(director of "Mrs. Miniver,” "The
Best Years of Our Lives," and "Ben
Hur") eventually focused on that par-
ticular crew and aircraft. Hisstory
would show the world what atypi-
cal Eighth Air Force crew went
through during their 25-mission tour.

Thefilmitself, to becalled "The
Memphis Belle," was not released
until April 1944, sometime after the
aircraft and crew had already been
sent home to promote the sales of
War Bonds. The crew was hailed
as the first American bomber crew
to complete 25 missions over For-
tress Europe intact. While on their
three-month tour of most medium-
sized-or-better towns in the U.S,,
they also took along the plane's
namesake, Margaret Polk, aswell as
their crew mascot, a dog named
Stukal

An amazing thing happened to
this crew during combat: nothing!
No major injuries, no deaths, no
near-catastrophic engine-out or belly
landings.

When the newest version of the
"Memphis Belle" wasfilmed, it ini-
tially received the backing of most
of the crew, and many of them went
to England to watch parts of it being
filmed. During that time, they dis-
covered a basic fact: Hollywood
needs SOMETHING exciting to
make a move about and, as Robert

L7: Part 1- “Memphis Belle”

Morgan described it, the new ver-
sion was to be much more dramatic
than the actual events. All the crew
washed their hands of the produc-
tion very early on. If yourecall, in
that version, more happened on the
Belle's last mission than an entire
squadron normally saw. Itstail was
shot up (that part istrue, but on an
earlier mission, and it was all re-
paired within two days-- the Belle
was never on the ground longer than
onefive-day period). It madeitsfi-
nal landing on one engine (never hap-
pened!). And, several of the crew
were pretty shot up.

In actual fact, the only injury
from combat on the Bellewasto the
tail gunner, Staff Sgt. John P. Quinlan.
The 24-year-old New Yorker had his
twin tail guns knocked out by a
fighter and he knew a bullet had
zipped across hisleg. He put aban-
dageonit and when the Belle landed,
he went immediately to... the base

bar! While hewas sitting there, an-
other NCO noticed he was bleeding
through hispants! Sgt. Quinlan got
up and walked out to find a nearby
first aid tent. While hiswound was
being dressed, the Corpsman de-
cided to report the injury, resulting
in his getting the Purple Heart medal!

Once the Belle was back home,
most of the crew went on to see
more combat. The proud ship never
fired another shot in anger, but she
did continue training new B-17 pi-
lots. The Belle was eventually up-
graded to take newer equipment,
such as anew G-model glass nose,
and a G-model Sperry upper turret,
among other things. She wasgiven
the new designation "TB-17F," for
training, but only amonth later was
sent into storage at Altus, OK.

And that leads me to another
story, for later. So next month, see
"Part 2: The Belle Survives, But
Most Boeings Don't!"

The Belle instrument panel, which isvery original and very complete. It
looks great! Everything isthere except two Boeing Company buttonsin
the center of the control wheels. According to the group, the original
buttons were taken by souvenir hunters while the plane was getting ready

to leave England during WWII.
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Experimental Aircraft Assocation News

Sun ‘n Fun Fly-In Set for April
8-14

SUN 'N FUN FLY-IN, LAKE-
LAND, FL - The 27th Sun'nFun Fly-
In will be held April 8-14, 2001 at
Lakeland Linder Airport in Lakeland,
FL. Sun'nFuntraditionally "kicks
off" the international fly-inand air
show season. Last year, more than
650,000 people and 8,000 aircraft
participated.

Education remains the focus of
Sun'n Fun'sweeklong activities. Fo-
rums covering topicsthat range from
aircraft construction, maintenance,
and restoration to buying insurance
and hundreds of topicsin between will
be presented by aviation experts
from around the world. Workshops,
sharing awide range of hands-on in-
structionswith builders, will run con-
tinuously from Sunday through Sat-
urday. Additional areas will be of-
fered in adiscussion and demonstra-
tion format.

Aircraft of every size, shape, and
description can be found along Sun
'n Fun'sflightline, including vintage,
aerobatic, ultralight, Warbird, rotor-
craft, experimental -category and ev-
erything in between. Activitiesinclude
asuperb daily air show featuring the
world'stop performersand afull line-
up of evening programs.

In addition, more than 450 com-

mercial exhibitsrepresenting the lead-
ing edge of aviation technology will
offer everything from aircraft kitsto
components.

Sun 'n Fun, one of the world's
largest conventionsfor pilots, airplane
builders, restorersand all aviation en-
thusiasts, isopen to the public. For
more information, access the Sun 'n
Fun web site-www.sun-n-fun.org-for
regular convention updates.

Wright Propeller Reproduc-
tionsDuplicate Original Specifica-
tions

EAA AVIATION CENTER,
OSHKOSH, WI - Theaircraft build-
ers for EAA's Countdown to Kitty
HawkTM, the re-creation of the
Wright Brothers' first flight at Kitty
Hawk, N.C., onits 2003 centennial,
have taken a major step forward as
hand-constructed propeller reproduc-
tions matched the originals' specifi-
cations during extensive wind-tunnel
testing.

Ken Hyde and The Wright
Experiencea of Warrenton, Va., who
have been commissioned to construct
the exact reproduction Wright Flyer
for the Countdown to Kitty Hawk,
completed the propeller testsin the
NASA Langley Full ScaleWind Tun-
nel operated by Old Dominion Uni-
versity inVirginia. Thetestsproved

the propeller reproductions captured
the specifications of the original
Wright propellersof 1903 and 1904.
"Thisisasignificant step toward
unlocking the engineering secrets of
the Wright brothers,"” said Tom
Poberezny, EAA President. "It'sjust
one of the many innovations by the
Wrights that now must be rediscov-
ered to make the centennial flight a
reality. Ken Hyde and The Wright
Experience have dedicated them-
selvesto uncovering the past for this
reproduction and flight."

Hyde and The Wright Experience
assembled ateam of expertsto assist
with creation of the reproduction pro-
pellers. Included was Larry Parks,
an authority on 1900-erawoodwork-
ing tools and techniques, who hel ped
identify the specific tools used to pro-
duce the original propellers. Dave
Meyer of The Wright Experience su-
pervised computer imaging and evalu-
ation of those original propellers,
which were essential to the new pro-
peller carving process.

"Our successwasgreatly aided by
Larry Parksand Dave Meyer," Hyde
said. "Larry'sexpertise and knowl-
edge of turn-of-the-century wood-
working wereinvaluableto the manu-
facturing of the 1903 propeller repro-
duction. He was able to determine
the woodworking strokes actually

employed on the original propeller
and then copy them in reproducing the
propeller.

"We were very pleased, but not
surprised, that both thrust coefficient
plots showed very good to excellent
agreement between the Wright broth-
ers measurements and the measure-
ments taken during the current tests."

Thepreliminary propeller work is
just part of the research for the cen-
terpiece of the Countdown to Kitty
Hawk celebration - the flight of anew
2003 Wright Flyer, the only accurate
flying reproduction of the original, at
Kill Devil Hills, N.C. on Dec. 17,
2003, 100 years to the date of that
remarkablefirst flight. The program
has been augmented with the support
of the National Park Service, which
has designated the reproduction asthe
only aircraft to fly on the historic
Wright brothers' First Flight Path at
10:35 a.m. on the centennial anniver-
sary date.

EAA's celebration of the first
flight also includes anumber of com-
memorative and educational programs
on both the national and local levels.
Also planned are multiple documen-
tary productions chronicling the con-
struction of theairplane and the event.
Moreinformation isavailable at the

continued on p. 11.
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Experimental Aircraft Assocation News, cont’d

continued from p. 10.
Countdown to Kitty Hawk web site
(www.countdowntokittyhawk.com).

TheWright Experienceisthe pro-
duction team established by the Dis-
covery of Flight Foundation, which
seeksto rediscover the Wright broth-
ers' experimentation, discovery and
methodology, provide for the
remanufacture of original Wright
brothers aircraft and create aliving
classroom for school children and
people of all ages.

"Countdown to Kitty Hawk" was
created by EAA, to commemorate
the 100th anniversary of powered
flight. For moreinformation on EAA
and its programs, call 1-800-JOIN-
EAA (1-800-564-6322) or explore
EAA's World Wide Web site
(www.eaa.org).

‘Openingthe Door’ Exhibit at
EAA Airventure 2001 to Feature
WASPS, Tuskegee Airment, Rare
P-51C Airplane

EAA AVIATION CENTER,
OSHKOSH, WI - Two World War
Il groups that broke down barriers
with their military service, aswell as
rare early model of that war's best-
known fighter plane, will be featured
in a special showcase during EAA
AirVenture 2001, which will be held
July 24-30 at Wittman Regional Air-

port in Oshkosh.

"Opening The Door" highlightsthe
contributions of the Tuskegee Airmen
and the Women Airforce Service Pi-
lots (WA SPs) during World War I1.
The Tuskegee Airmen were the first
African-Americanfighter pilots, while
the WA SPswere thefirst women pi-
lotswho flew nearly every American
aircraft made during the conflict.

"With the AirVenture 2001 theme
of 'Aviation Firsts," it'simportant to
recogni ze those people who made the
bold first step - often under extreme
criticism and pressure - that opened
theworld's of flight to the generations
that followed," said AirVenture Chair-
man Tom Poberezny. "Our 'Opening
The Door' exhibit will also featureair-
craft that played such an important
part of thisculture change. Thisdis-
play will be an outstanding addition
toAirVenturethisyear."

TheTuskegeeAirmenwill include
LeeArcher, who was the leading ace
among the group. Archer scored five
killsinthe P-51, including threein one
engagement on October 12, 1944.
Heflew 169 missionsand isthe only
ace of the Tuskegee Airmen. Archer
also destroyed six aircraft on the
ground and was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, the Air Medal
with 18 Clusters, the Distinguished
Unit Citation and many other service

medals.

The heroics of the TuskegeeAir-
men continue to make a difference
through their national organization --
The Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. Each
year, the group awards thousands of
dollarsin scholarshipsto young men
and women pursuing aviation or aero-
space careers. The Tuskegee Airmen
also participateinthe EAA's Young
Eagles Program in many communities,
encouraging young people to
achievement and to become active
citizens.

The P-51C that will be on display
ispaintedinArcher'scolors. Itisone
of only four remaining exampl es of
theaircraft, aswell asthe only flying
example. According to owner Kermit
Weeks of the Fantasy of Flight Mu-
seum in Polk City, Fla., the airplane
was formerly owned by Paul Mantz,
the renowned racing and Hollywood
pilot, and won the Bendix Race cham-
pionship in thelate 1940s.

"I'm bringing the airplane to
AirVenture to give some needed ex-
posure to the Tuskegee Airmen's
story,” Weeks said. "In all of the
bomber escort missions they flew
they never lost abomber. They en-
dured and sacrificed for their coun-
try at a time when they were not
treated as equal citizens."

The WASPs have been repre-

sented at EAA AirVenture sincethey
werefirst honored in 1993 for their
pioneering accomplishmentsin the
nation's military. The group, which
was established in 1942, wasthefirst
mobilization for America'swomen pi-
lots. They provided invaluable sup-
port for the war effort and became a
vital part of theAllied military supply
system. Morethan 70 WASPs were
killed or injured in flying serviceto
their country.

Expected to join the P-51C at the
exhibit isthe AT-6 " Sweetwater," also
owned by the Fantasy of Flight Mu-
seum. ThisWorld War 11 training air-
craftisnamed for Sweetwater, Texas,
which ishome of Avenger Field - the
training base for the WA SPs and the
only all-female cadet air basein his-
tory.

EAAAIRVENTURE OSHKOSH
istheworld's premier aviation event
and EAA'syearly membership con-
vention, with an annual attendance of
more than 750,000 along with 12,000
airplanes. Annual EAA membersre-
ceive substantial discounts on admis-
sionrates. For moreinformation on
EAA and its programs, call 1-800-
JOIN-EAA (1-800-564-6322) or
www.eaa.org. EAA AirVentureinfor-
mation is also available through the
World Wide Web at
www.alrventure.org.
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The Oklahoma Aviator, March 2001, Page 11



by Kenneth A. Schechter

[ EditorsNote: thisgtorywasforwarded
by Jack Ferrell, an Oklahoma Aviator
reader and friend of Ken Schechter. Jack
was present when Mice Admiral Robert J.
Spanepresented KenwiththeDidinquished
Flying Cross, 43 yearsafter thisincident.]

| washlind, sunned, inpein, blesdingpro-
fusdy andvery muchdone Atthecontrolsof
my Navy Skyraider attack plane over
Wongsang-ni, NorthKoreg, | wasdimbing
inexorably towardasolid overcagt & 10,000
feet -- fromwhichtherecould benoreturn.

March 22, 1952. | wasjust 22 years
old. Davnfoundmeontheflight deck of the
USSVdley Forgeinthe Seaof Jgpan, warm:-
ingup my Skyraider. Asapilotin Fighter

19, the"Yelow Devils" thiswould
bemy 27thmissonbombingNorthKorea

OntheSthof my planned 15bombruns
a 1200feet, anenemy anti-aircraft shell ex-
plodedinthecockpit. Inginctively, | pulled
back onthedick togaindtitude Thenl passed
out. Whenl cameto, sometimelater, | couldnit
seeathing-- | washlind. Therewasstinging
agony inmy faceandthrobbinginmy heed. |
fdtfor my upper lip, whichwasamost sev-
eredfromtherest of my face.

| cdledout over theradiothroughmy lip
mike(whichmiraculoudy sill worked), "I'm
blind! For God'ssske, hdpme! I'mblind!”
Lieutenant (jg) Howard Thayer heerdthedis
tresscal. Hesawvmy Skyrader, still dimbing,
heading draight towardsaheavy overcedt a
10,000fert. If | entered thosecloudsthere
would beno hopewhatoever.

Hecdledout, "Raneintrouble rock your
wings Planeintrouble, rock yourwings™ |
didso. Thencametheorder, "Putyour nose
down! Putyour nosedown! Pushover! I'm
comingup!” | didso.

Hedimbedandflevadongsdemy plane
andradioed, "ThisisThayer - thisisThayer!
Put your nosedown quick! Getitover!” |
complied. Howie Thayer wasmy roommete
ontheValey Forge Hearinghisnameandhis
voicegavemejus thepsychologica boogt |
nesded. Hecontinued, "You'redoingdl right.
Pull beck alittle. Wecanleve off now."

Accordingto Thayer'sdescription, the
canopy was blown away. My facewasa
bleeding mess. Ashlood driedinthedip-
dream, areasaround thecockpitwereacrim-
son that turned dark and blended with the
Navy Blueof the Skyraider. Hewondered

how | wasdill dive

| begentothink deatly, inmy momentsof
consciousness- and begantotry tohdpmy-
sdf. | pulledthecanopy releasetoget some
ar. Itdidntwork. Thenl redizedthecanopy
hedbeenblownaway. Thelastthing nesded
wasmoreair-- the 200 mile per hour dip-
dresmandunmuffledenginencisemedesand
ingandrecavingtheradiotranamiss onsdiffi-
cult. 1 somehow poured weter frommy can-
temnovermyface Foraflegingindant| caught
sght of theinstrument pandl, which disap-
pearedimmediatdly. | washlind.

| radioed, "Get medown, Howie! Get
me down!" Per his next transmisson, |
droppedtherest of my bomios Howardkept
upastream of conversation, "Wereheaded
south, Ken. We're heading for Wonsan (a
port and primetarget on the Seaof Japan).
Nottoolong."

By now my headwasthrobbingandthe
blood runningdownmy throet medemewant
tovomit. | hurt. | wasunabletogetthemor-
phinefrommy firg aidkit. "Get medown,
Howid"

"Roge. Weregpproeching\Wonsannow.
Get ready toball out." Towhich| replied,
"Negativel Negaivel Natgoingtobal out!
Getmedown!™

Onmy second misson, my wingman
TomPugh'splanewasd ssbled by enamy flak
and hewasforcedtoditchitintothefrigid
ocean off Wonsan. Becauseof equipment
mafunctionsandddays hediedinthewater
waitingto berescued.

| knew that Howie could get me back
behindthefrontlinesintofriendy territory - or
| woulddieintheattempt. Heundersood my
decison. Weturned and headed south-- 30
milesbehindthefront lines onthecoadt, wes
aMainearfidd. Thiswasour destination.
Whether | could mekeit that far wasques-
tionable. | kept drifting in and out of con-
stiousness. Howard spotted acruiser shell-
ingenemy pogtionsand knew that thiswas
thebombline. South of thebomblinewas
friendytaritory.

Theconvarsstioncontinued, "Werea the
bombline, Ken. Well heedfor K-50. Hold
on, Ken. Canyouhear me, Ken? Will head
for K-50. Over."

Roge”

"Canyoumakeit, Ken?'

"Get medown, you miserablebastard,
oryoull havetoinventory my gear!™

G 1 M!ectafzs
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Blind and Alone over North Koreal!

(Incaseof anaviator'sdeeth, ashipmete
mugtinventory hispersond b ongingsbefore
they areshipped home- notawd comechore
Howard and | had designated eech other for
thisfunction.)

| continuedtofollow Thayer'sdirections
but my heedkept floppingdownfromtimeto
time. Hefetthat | probably couldn't have
medeittoK-50. Hewasprobably right. He
decidedtoget medownrightaway. Immedi-
ately behind thefront lineswasa2000foot
Oesarteddirtairdripnamed ™ Jersey Bounce”
Thayer decidedto havemelandthere.

"Ken, weregoingdown. Pushyour nose
over, dropyour right wing. Wereagpproach-
ing'Jersey Bounce' Will mekea270degree
turnand setyoudown

"Roger, Howie let'sgo.”

"Leftwingdowndowly, noseover essy.
Alittlemore. Putyour landinggear down.”

"Tohdl withthat!" wasmy indantaneous
reply. | hadseenthisfiddonealiermissons
andcouldpictureitinmy mindseye. Insuch
anemergency Stuationand onsuchaprimi-
tiveandshortfidd, itwasvery muchsaferto
landonmy bely.

"Roger, gear up,” Thayer concurred.

Upcomingwasthemost critica part of
theflight. Onedipwouldspd| dissdter. From
hisplane, flying 25-50fest avay frommine
andauplicaingmy menewvers Howardsvoice
wascooo andconfident,"\Wereheedingstraight.
Fapsdown. Hundredyardstotherunway.
You're50 feet off theground. Pull back a
little. Easy. Easy. That'sgood. You'releve.
YoureOK. YoureOK. Thirty feet off the

ground. YoureO.K. Youreover therun-
way. Twenty fedt. Killitalittle. Youresetting
down. OK. OK. OK. Cut!"

Theshock wasn't nearly asbad asl ex-
pected. Some45minutesafter theshdl blew
upinmy cockpit, theplanehit, lurched mo-
mentarily and skiddedtoagtopinonepiece.
A pafectlanding. Nofire Nopain, nodran.
Thebest landing | ever made. Thayer said
daedly,"Youreontheground, Ken."

(1 shouldmentionthat most of our trans:
missonswerepicked upandrecorded onthe
USSValley Forge and played back for the
crewtha night.)

Afterautingthesitches!,dumsily dimbed
autof thecodkpit. AlImogtimmediady anAmy
Jeepwithtwomen came, picked meup, and
took metoashack ontheedgeof thefidd. A
helicopter picked meup and flew metothe
Mainearfidd, K-50, wheredoctorsat their
fiddhogpitd sartedtopaichmeupandgive
mepankilles Theyfdtl nesdedmuchmore
medica expatise natrangpartplaneflevme
to Pusan a thetip of South Korea, wherel
wastakenaboerdtheNavy Hogoitd Ship, USS
Consolation. Therewasimmediatesurgery.
The onmy eyeswerenct removed
for severd days | waseventudly returnedto
theUnited States totheNavy Hospitd inSan
Diego, fromwhichl wasreliredduetomedica
disbiliiesonAugust 31,1952,

Sightwasrestoredtomy left eye, but |
amdill blindinmyrighteye My carerasa
Navy Carier Plotwasove. My lifewasnat.
| amdlill livingonborrowedtimeandamgrate
ful foreechandevery day.
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A Message from Bob Jandebeur
OKLAHOMA AIRPORTS TO AID BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS

One of the hottest topics at al levels of government and industry these daysis broadband accessto the Internet. A
group of U.S. senators, including Jim Inhofe, recently sponsored a Senate bill to address broadband Internet access for
rural communitiesasanational effort.

What isbroadband? In general, the term appliesto many different technologies, al aimed at increasing the speed with
which data, voice, and video can be transferred across | nternet connections.

The Internet is afascinating technol ogical and social phenomenon which has already made fundamental changesin the
way we live, work, shop, and compete in the local and global marketplace. However, we are all too familiar with sitting
at our computers waiting for connections to be made acrosstelephone lines (referred to as "dial-up" connections).

In some larger metropolitan areas, broadband accessis availablein avariety of forms, including direct fiber-optic cable
installations, DSL service through phone companies, and cable-TV-type service. However, none of these technologies
ispractical for homes and businessesin rural areas of the country. Oklahoma currently ranks as one of the * discon-
nected dozen” statesin the nation.

Onetechnology whichis practical for rural communitiesis called "fixed wireless," in which Internet accessistransmit-
ted and received from a central high-frequency antennain the community. Thistransceiver isthen connected to the
Internet backbone by conventional means, such asfiber-optic cable or high-speed telephone lines.

The OklahomaMunicipal League and AARO Broadband Wireless Communications have teamed up to help rural Okla-
homacommunities*®crossthedigital divide.” With the cooperation of the OklahomaAir and Space Commission, Okla-
homaregional airportswill host most of the required fixed wirelesstransceivers. Airports, with their existing towersand
unobstructed areas, are often perfect placesto locate the transceivers, which operate at high, line-of-sight frequencies.
Thiswill beawin-win-winfor all involved parties-- the airports and their customerswill have broadband Internet access
for improved weather assessment and other uses, the citizens will have broadband accessin their homes and businesses,
and the municipalitieswill receive revenue from managing thisnew "utility."

Thefirst three communities/airportsto participate in the pilot program will be Norman, Durant, and Bartlesville, all
expected to be online by the end of summer 2001. Stay tuned for the exciting details!

If you would like to discuss this or other topics, feel free to email me at bob@jandebeur.com.

4 V4

A Proud Sponsor of The Oklahoma Aviator

AIRCRAFT FOR SALE
m 79 Cessna 152 $19,500 7828TT Same owner for last 14 years

m 75Mooney M20C $69,500 2010TT 0 SMOH Recent paint, digital radios, m1 loran, WX 8 storm scope, NDH

m 80 Mooney 231 $114,900 1820TT Recent paint, radar, hot prop, oxygen, new annual, NDH
323 SFRM

m 68 Cherokee Six 300 $89,900 1520TT Updated Avionics, well equipped, beautiful aircraft, NDH

m 65TwinCommanche SOLD 6172TT Digital radios, new pand, strikefinder, Century 1 A/D, tip tanks
1220 SMOH  recent paint and interior, lots of mods- $30,000 plus

We have surplus shop eguipment and parts for sale

Hangar Two Tulsa International www.ai rtulsa.com 018-834-0874
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Calendar of Events

For afreelisting of your event, email usat ok_aviator @mindspring.com or call 918-496-9424

WHEN WHAT WHERE CONTACT DETAILS
Dinner Meeting- Oklahoma Pilots Assoc Wiley Post Airport, L NE.OAD.
1st Thursday dinner and meeting Oklahoma City, OK Helen Holbird- 405-942-6308
1st Saturday Fly-In Breakfast- Ponca City Ponca City Airport, Don Nuzum- nuzum@poncacity.net Held rain or shine
7:30AM-10:00AM Aviation Boosters Club Ponca City, OK Bruce Eberle- 580-762-5735

2nd Thursday
7.00PM

Meeting- Oklahoma Windriders Balloon Club

Metro Tech Aviation Career
Center, Oklahoma City, OK

Ron McKinney- 405-685-8180

For all balloon enthusiasts

3rd Saturday

Meeting- Green Country Ultralight Flyers
Organization (GCUFO)

Call 918-632-6UFO
for location and details

Bill Chilcoat- 918-827-6566

Joe Masek- 918-596-8860

3rd Monday Meeting- IAC Chapter 10 Contact Joe Masek for ime/place RHR jem@yahoo.com
3rd Monday ; o Al Bhrent Waddell- 918-371-5022
7:30PM Meeting- EAA Chapter 10 Gundy's Airport, Owasso, OK bwaddell@tulsa.oklahoma.net

Saturday following 3rd

Pancake Breakfast- EAA Chapter 10

Gundy's Airport, Owasso, OK

Bhrent Waddell- 918-371-5022

Monday bwaddell@tulsa.oklahoma.net
- *Unless otherwise planned. All women
4th Tuesday - Robertson Aviation, Charlene- 918-837-7044 or b :
7:00PM Tulsa Chapter 99s Meeting Jones/Riverside Airport, Tulsa* Frances- flygrl7102@aol.com gtligrt]sdmcludmg students are welcome to
4th Thursday Meeting- Vintage Airplane Association South Regional Library, 71st & o 019.R9D.
7:30PM Chapter 10 Memorial, Tulsa, OK Charles Haris- 915-622-8400
AOPA President Phil Boyer will update pilots
Mar 13 ; ; Radisson Inn- Tulsa Airport, Cliff Naughton- 301-695-2159 on aviation legislation, policy and regulations,
7:30PM AOPA Pilot Town Meeting 2201 N. 77th E. Ave, Tulsa, OK www.aopa.org and will solicit pilots' views of the general
aviation situation in Oklahoma.
Mar 17 Fly-In- 12th Annual Mary Kelly Tenkiller Airpark (44M) Betty Barrett- 918-835-1089 (day)
8:00AM- Noon Wild Onion& Eggs Fly-In Cookson, OK 918-457-4641 (evening)
- P, Speakers: test pilot Chuck Yeager, best-
Mar 21-24 12th Annual I?\B\E;X}?tg'r?fle\r/gﬁ?een In Aviation Reno, NV selling author Patricia Cornwell and FAA
Administrator Jane Garvey.
Education Camp- "Aviation, Gliders, and For Grades 3-6. Covers Lindbergh, clouds,
Mar 26-30 Planes," 7130 E. Apache, Tulsa OK 918-834-9900 Amelia Earhart, and commercial flight.
Tulsa Air and Space Center (TASC) $198/student.
, . 863-644-2431
Apr 8-14 Sun 'n Fun Flyin Lakeland, FL W sun-n-fun.org
Apr 20 Art Show Awards Presentation
7:30PM Tulsa Air and Space Center (TASC) 7130 E. Apache, Tulsa, OK 918-834-9900
i Education Camp- "Women in Flight," 0o For Grades 1-5. Overnight for mom or
Apr 20-21 Tulsa Air and Space Center (TASC) 7130 E. Apache, Tulsa, OK 918-834-3900 guardian and daughter. $30/student.
Art Show, Exhibit Launch, Cockpit Day, B-25 o
Apr 21 Rides, Tulsa Air and Space Center (TASC) 7130 E. Apache, Tulsa, OK 918-834-9900
Apr-21 Angel Flight Annuagahrllbeeecnﬁg, Fly-In, and Free | Picnic Pa\AiiIirgg,nJ(%Bﬁsngiverside Doug Vincent- 918-749-8992
15th Annual Conference- Oklahoma Airport - For exhibitor information, contact Carl
Apr 22-24 Operators Association (OAQA) Quartz Mountain Resort Debra Coughlan- 918-38-5018 | o327 7r0 at 918-663-0870.
May 4-5 2nd Annual Small Aircraft Transportation Thomas P. Stafford Airport Ordisocrgig%zar]rg_-onfiﬁ%qé-7451
Systems (SATS) Expo Weatherford, OK ww.weatherford-ok.org
Aerobatic Competition- 15th Annual Okie - ; ; Debbie Hamble- 405-372-0208 : L
Jun1 Twist-Off, IAC Chapter 59 Stillwater Regional Airport debbie.hamble @lycos.com Practice day May 31, competition Jun 1
- Frank Phillips Field, Charles Harris- 918-622-8400
Jun 1-2 Biplane Expo 2001 Bartlesville, OK www.biplaneexpo.com
AOPA Headquarters ;
: P : Warren Mormingstar- 301-695-2162
Jun 2 11th Annual AOPA Fly-In and Open House Fredencle\glrjynlg:rl%al Airport, warren.momingstar@aopa.org
Covers aviation history, flight basics, air traffic
- TCC Continuing Education Office- |control, avionics and more. Field trips to
Jun 4-8 Aviation Careers Academy, Tulsa Technology Center, 918-595-7766 Nordam. United Airlines. Boein
. I i : P -595- , , g, and Tulsa
8:30AM-4:30PM M-F Tulsa Community College RiversideCampus Intl. $175 per person; some scholarships
available
Jun 48 Tulsge,&(i)rsa?n?jcg[?ali:rgr%eern%}r?%sq 7130 E. Apache, Tulsa, OK 918-834-9900 For Grades 1-3. $198/student
Jun 9-10 Airfest Drake Field, 501-521-4947 B-25, B-17, P-51 will be present.

7:00AM-4:00PM

Fayetteville, AR

Homebuilts, classics and antiques welcome
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Classified Advertisements

To place a plain-text classified ad, mail usthetext along with a check. Plain text adswith first line bold- $0.35/wor d/month- $15.00 min/month.
For ads containing graphics, photos, or custom text for matting, email ok_aviator @mindspring.com or call 918-496-9424 for rates.

T-HANGERS

New, insulated, lease or buy. Page
Airpark, OKC (F29). 40" wide x
12’ high doors, skylight. Financ-
ing available.

405-495-0812 or 405-354-7433

HANGAR FOR SALE
SeminoleMunicipa Airport (H45)
60 x 50 engineered stedl building with
diding folding doors- officewith heat
& air, restroom and closet. Contact
Jm Goff, days 918-486-8411 or
nights918-279-1110

BARRETT AIRCRAFT
MAINTENANCE, INC.
GainesvilleMunicipal Airport
Gainesville, TX

Maintenance and Repairson Recip
& Turbine-Powered Aircraft

Pre-Buy Inspections, Annuals,
Prop Balancing

Call 1-940-668-2009

Kingfisher Municipal
Alrport
24-Hour Unattended

Self-Service Fuel- 100LL/$1.99
Amex, VISA, Mastercard, Discover

Located 1 mile West of
Kingfisher on Airport Rd

Tel: 405-375-3705
Fax: 405-375-3630

WANTED: AIRPLANE FOR AIR-
PORT ENTRANCE PEDESTAL

Gundy’s airport in Owasso is looking

for an airplane (BD-5 or ???) to mount
on a pedestal at the airport entrance.
If you have a project you want to sell
cheap, contact Roger Wieden at 918-
272-1523.

AeroSpecs for confidential NAAA
Certified Aircraft Appraisals. Visua in-
spection, logbooks and record re-
search. Written report with detail in-
formation. Approved by banks, FDIC,
and many government organizations.
L essexpensive aternative, none certi-
fied. Market AnalysisReport available.
Contact L ee Compton (918)342-0820.
WWW.aerospecs.com
|ee@aerospecs.com

SMALL AIRCRAFT OWNERS
PILOTS AND AMATEUR BUILDERS

SHOP MANAGERS
For Airworthiness Certificates, C of A
for Export Certificates, Ferry Permits or

Airworthiness Consultations, contact
R.E. “Bob” Richardson, FAA Desig-
nated Airworthiness Representative.
Phone (918) 455-6066. 1217 W.
Vandever St., Broken Arrow, OK 74012

AIRPORT HOMES
TENKILLER AIRPARK
COOKSON, OK

Three airport homes located on
beautiful Lake Tenkiller. 2 bed/
2bath/on wooded runway lot/with
hangar. Lakeview/2bed/2.5bath/2-
car garage/on 1.7 acres. 2 bed/2
bath/hangar-home combination/
wooded runway lot

Century 21 Wright Real Estate

Call Ed McGee or Mark Anderson

Office:918-457-3111 800-364-1016

Home:918-457-3448 918-457-3191
Email:lake@century21wright

Flight Instruction
Chad Nail, CFll

Northeast Oklahoma Area

918-782-9696
918-230-6245 (cell)

CLAREMORE AIRCRAFT
SERVICE
Full-Service Aircraft Maintenance
Claremore Regional Airport

Maintenance and Repairs on Recip
and Turbine-Powered Aircraft

Full-Service Fixed-Gear Annuals
$440.00

Factory PT6 Training
Factory Socata Training
Factory Cessna Training

Call 1-918-343-6174

Cleveland Municipal Airport,
Cleveland, OK, currently haslarge
hangar availablefor FBO. Please
call 918-865-8075.

Lloyd Stelljes

Stedl Clear Span Buildings
Construction Management

(5 Bulilders——

8501 Highway 271 South, Suite C
Fort Smith, Arkansas 72908
Phone 501-646-0747 FAX 501-649-3435
Toll Free 888-572-3322
(888-LSB-3322)

Mini Storage Buildings- Aircraft Hangars|

FOR SALE

AVGASFOR $1.90 A GALLON
(subject to change)

Available Self Service Only
24 Hours a Day at
GOLDSBY’SDAVID J. PERRY

AIRPORT
New Identifier 1K4 (Prev. OK-14)

Phillips, Master Card, VISA,
Discover, Diners Club
International, Carte Blanche, and
American Express cards
are accepted.

We also have open T-hangars
for rent.

Call Vergie @ 405-288-6675.

Be a better Pilot! Sharpen Kills,
broaden aviation knowledgeand bresk
bad habits by training with Earl C.
Downs, ATP, CFlI, A&P. Antiques,
classics, modern aircraft. Taildragger
training in 1946 Champ. Hight re-
views, ground training. EAA Hight
Advisor. Thirty-eight yearsexperience
inflight and ground training.

Bethe best you can bel
Golden AgeAviation, Inc,
Cushing, OK.
918-225-7374 (Home & Office)
Email: earl[downs@hotmail.com

Speed Craft Interiors

Aircraft Upholstery
Gundy’sAirport
Owasso, OK
Call 918-272-9863
John & Jane Fisher Owner/Opr.

The Right Approach

AN A
N w\
®r smith \ NORTHWEST ARKANSAS
NORTHWEST AVIONICS, INC

ARKANSAS 5404 AIRPORT BLVD.
AVIONICS, INC. FORT SMITH, AR, 72903
(501) 648-3001

Certified Repair Station QNARO5S1K
Fort Smith Municipal Airport

ULTRALIGHT AVIATION
Tulsa, OK
918-724-0821
randy @ultralightaviation.com
www.ultralightaviation.com

Western Okie Soda Blasting
Dry Aircraft Paint Stripping

No Chemicals-
Environmentally Safe
Safefor Aluminum, Sted, Composites

Portable Rig-- We Come to You!

Art Rhoads, RR1 Box 25 Colony,
OK 73021 405-929-7337

ey STQ@E

S
ACEETLS’

FAA-Certified Repair, Overhaul,
And Dynamic Balancing
Over 20 Years Experience

Dynamic balancing half-price with
overhaul or major repair.

Remember!
If it shakes don’t delay!
Call Dr. Dan Today!

in Owasso, OK
Phone# (918) 272-3567
FAX# (918) 272-7664
email: PropDoc@aol.com

FAA Medical Certificates
John C. Jackson, D.O.

A

410 Cherokee, Wagoner, OK 74467
Office: 918-485-5591
FAX: 918-485-8455
Wagoner Community Hospital:
918-485-5514
email: formula@ionet.net

Sulphur Municipal
Airport
(F30)

24-Hour Unattended
Self-Service Fuel- 100LL/$1.79
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NOW AVAILABLE!
TWO BEAUTIFUL LOTS ON TENKILLER AIRPARK

LOT5BLOCK 2 LOT 4 BLOCK 4

* Choice Runway Location » 289-Foot Frontage
 150-Foot Frontage TENKILLER AIRPARK HOMESITES « 359-Foot Depth

» 206-Foot Depth * Approx. 1.5 Acres
e Approx .7 Acres _ * Price: $14,000

* Price: $31,000

FOR DETAILS,
CALL 918-496-9424

Trees abound everywhere at the Tenkiller Airpark. Thisis Short final for 23. If you lived here, you’'d be almost
aview of Lot 5 Block 2 from the runway. home! Note the lake beyond the runway end.

SWAS /=< E

Southwest Aviation Specialties, LLC

AVIONICSINSTALLATION &
=] - REPAIR
BRI sy (0 Our highly-qualified team delivers
{t f a unsurpassed avionics installations,
- j troubleshooting, and repair.  SWAS has
: : i the experiencetoingtall and maintain your
avionicssystems.

Avionicslnstallation Authorized Dealer for:
e GPS  Garmin
» Autopilots » BF Goorich
 TCAS e STec
« GPWS e Trimble
o AFIS Il Morrow = The
* Hight Management * Northstar -
Sysems * Rym Remarkahle Benefits 0f =
Dt hone/Fax + o and meny morel Local Fractional Ownership.
Entertainment Systems
_ Repair and Service m
Authorized Lab  AlliedSignd fe-\-ne
Component Repair * Honeywel
* VHF/COMM  Gamin
» Weather Radar » Arc/SigmaTee
* NAV Systems * 24-Hr TechAssistance
* Audio Systems and AOG Support

Riverside/Jones Airport, 200 Learjet Lane, Tulsa, OK 74132
Phone: 918-298-4044  FAX: 918-298-6930
www.swaviation.net

Precision Aircraft Maintenance - Mil-Spec 1594 Aircraft Welding - Custom Aircraft Interiors - 24-Hr/7-Day On-Call Service
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