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Skiatook Pioneer Days Fly-In Honors
Joel Owens, WWII P-38 Ace

Flying and fun abound at the Skiatook Pioneer Day Fly-In 2001.

by Chet Reychert
Edited by Donna
Pearce
Skiatook Pioneer Day FlyIn 2001 may have had its challenges on Saturday October 13- an overcast sky, stiff northern
breeze in the morning and competition from other area events- but it was a huge success. Perhaps it was Mother Nature and
the Big C.O. smiling over the ef-

forts of so many working so hard
to make the day really special.
The highlight of the day was
honoring our pioneers, our veterans, and especially Skiatook's
one and only Major Joel Owens,
WWII P-38 ace.
Commander of the 27th
fighter squadron, Major Owens
flew his P-38, called the "Daisy
Mae," in the Mediterranean Theater of Operations. The nose
art on his airplane was a map

Joel Owens looks on as Chet Reychert displays the nose art
from Owens P-38.

esteemed Grand Marshall was
“the real Joel Owens.” Owens,
still very quick at 82, could see
what was coming. (Fighter pilots always know something is
coming at them.)
He denied his true identity,
but his denial went unheeded.
Ray called for a police officer
from the audience to assist; then,
producing official-looking documents, confronted Owens.
"Sir, I have two choices for
you. I have here a bill amounting to $162,000 for structural
damages to our water tower
caused by the shock wave from
your P-38 ...which you can either pay or this officer will arrest you!" said Ray.
As is often the case, fighter
pilots' comments are not printable, especially in a family newspaper.
But, after laughing at the
joke and being presented his special awards, Major Owens' comments at the microphone were
both printable and memorable.
He quietly denied being a hero.
While expressing his appreciation for the honors bestowed
upon him, he told the audience
the real heroes are "those of September 11th and those on our

front lines in this crisis we face
today."
While at the microphone,
Owens introduced an old fighter
buddy and 60-year friend, Tom
Maloney of Cushing, OK.
Maloney was also a P-38 pilot
and WWII ace. A week before
the Pioneer Day/Fly-In festival,
Owens had called Maloney to
ask if Maloney could ride along
in the parade. Owens said
Maloney had learned of the upcoming events and planned to
be in the crowd to "boo and hiss"
as Joel went by. (Fighter pilots
show no mercy to each other.)
Joel figured if Tom were in the
parade, he couldn’t boo and hiss!
We were very, very proud
to have Joel and Tom come
home and "fly with us" on this
special day. We're really
thankful for what they and all
their other buddies did for our
country and us so many years
ago.
[Editors Note: this article
first appeared in the Skiatook
Journal and is reprinted with
permission. The Skiatook Journal is part of the Retherford
Publications Neighbor Newspaper Group.]

of Oklahoma with a star denoting the location of Skiatook and
an Indian head rum bottle with
feathers, representing his nickname "Rumhead."
As Grand Marshal of the
Pioneer Day Parade, Major
Owens was introduced at the
airport and presented with a
plaque identifying him as
Skiatook's "Aviator of the
Millenium." He was also presented a key to the city by Mayor
Don Billups.
Major Owens was also presented with a special citation
from the Town of Skiatook.
Town Coordinator Rodney Ray
found out about an incident that
took place in Skiatook 60 years
ago. Apparently in 1941, a
young P-38 driver named Joel
Owens and his wingman buzzed
Skiatook's main street, doing a
tight pylon turn over the water
tower.
Well, when Rodney Ray got
hold of this "infraction of the From left to right: Tom Maloney- WWII P-38 ace,
law," he just had to do some- Senator James M. Inhofe, and Joel Owens- WWII P-38
thing about it. Ray asked if the ace and the Skiatook Pioneer Day Fly-In honoree.

Next to the early Piper J-4 Cub Coupe,
our favorite Cub is the Vagabond. Oh,
the J-3 is okay, if you want to fly from the
back seat, but the Coupe and Vagabond
both have real side-by-side togetherness.
The latter, also known as the PA-15 (ATC
800) and later as an improved PA-17
"Vagabond Deluxe" (ATC 805), was one
of Piper's most basic aircraft, having absolutely no frills or extras and priced at a
modest 1948 price of only $1995.
But, it is not so much the old Vagabonds we are thinking about today, as it is
the memory of a visit from old Bill Piper
himself, flying (you guessed it) a PA-15
Vagabond.
The exact date and year have been
clouded by time, but it was probably late
in the summer of 1949 when light aircraft sales had slowed considerably. The
Piper folks concentrated on moving the
low-priced PA-15 (and later the more
deluxe PA-17) with some early success.
But soon those sales also began to bottom out. Then, Mr. Piper decided to
make the rounds of his dealers and distributors, doing his own market survey
while enroute. At the time, we had an
obscure Piper dealership in Butte, Montana, so Bill Piper, who was not one to
schedule formal visits, merely dropped
in to see us and find out what was going
on.
When we looked up that late summer afternoon and observed the little
yellow Vagabond tacking its way toward
our parking area, selecting a tiedown, and
lurching to a stop, we had no idea that
one of the small aircraft greats of all time
was about to disengage himself from the
little cabin and extend his hand with a
smile.
"Name's Bill Piper," he said, clamping his gray felt hat on his head over a
thatch of silver hair and reaching for a
rumpled coat to match his rumpled blue
business suit. His tie was askew and he

was wearing a wrinkled white shirt in need
of a good laundry. The well-known
"Cessna press" was also applicable to the
Piper airplane pilot.
Mr. Piper wasn't much for small talk,
but discussing airplanes and the airplane
business never rated as small talk with him.
He settled into an old wooden armchair
and talked about his airplanes, the future,
the upcoming tricycle-geared model
(which became the PA-22 Tri-Pacer, CAA
approved in December 1950), and his
plans for a future small twin (the earliest
of the new light twins, the PA-23 approved
in early 1954).
During our discussion, Bill Piper
laughed and said, "My airplanes might not
be the biggest, flashiest, or the most sophisticated, but they are the moneymakingest and don't you forget it!"
We were all impressed that the head
of a major small aircraft manufacturing
company would take the time to personally contact operators in the field in an effort to promote sales, flying alone and
demonstrating one of his own. Also, impressive was his directness, gruff sincerity, and that touch of down-to-earth charisma that so many of the old time aviation hands had.
Needless to say, Mr. Piper was very
interested in our prospects for Piper sales,
noting that we had a curious mix of Cessna
120s and 140s, Aeronca Champs, and a
Beech Bonanza. We were quick to show
him we had indeed sold some Pipers in
the past, at the same time showing great
interest in his forthcoming tricycle trainer.
We got the feeling, however, that he felt
we could have done much better for Piper
Aircraft.
Next morning, with a clean shirt and
a squarely-knotted tie, but with the same
wrinkled blue suit, the clean-shaven CEO
of the Piper Aircraft Corporation climbed
into his little yellow Vagabond. We swung
the prop for him and he waved goodbye
as he headed west to drop in on and chat
with his next dealer.
We never saw Mr. Piper again, but
recently the United States Postal Service
saw fit to issue a postage stamp in his
honor, thereby considerably upgrading
their image, in our opinion.
Incidentally, the next year, we did order one of the first Tri-Pacers (N642A)
and just as Bill Piper promised, it made us
a few bucks.

sort through the bodies, and bury their
dead. In a few cases, joint German/British commemorative services were held.
Many soldiers enjoyed meeting the
unseen enemy and were surprised to discover that they were more alike than they
had thought. They talked, shared pictures,
and exchanged items such as buttons for
food stuffs.
On Christmas Day, after the no-man’s
land had been cleared, some of the British
troops produced soccer balls and more
than one soccer match was played between
the opposing “teams.”
So far this story, although heartening,
is not unique-- similar things happened
during the American Civil War, for instance. However, the unique part of this
story is that, once it was time for the truce

to be over, neither side rejoined the battle
with any enthusiasm. In order to “get the
war going” again, commanders on both
sides were forced to replace their troops
with new combatants who were not
“tainted” by the Christmas goodwill.
Now, in 2001, as we aggresively pursue the present necessary war, let us all
remember this story. Let us all pray that,
even as we wage war, we humbly keep
thoughts of peace uppermost in our
minds, and be always ready to dispense
justice and lovingkindness, even to our
vanquished enemies. After all, we will
have to live with these people when this
is over!
May God bless you, your loved ones,
and the entire world during this hopeful
time of year!

From Mike...

Welcome to our December issue! It
seems hard to believe that we’ve now been
publishing the Oklahoma Aviator for two
years. In the interest of Christmas shopping and all the other things that need to
be done during this season (by me as writer
and you as reader), we’ve shortened this
issue. After New Years, we’ll be back up
to full strength.
The approaching holiday season and
end of yet another year (!), always tends
to put me into a reflective mood, looking
back at where we’ve been during the last
year.
What I realize this year is that aviation, this actiivity that we hold dear, has
made the world smaller. Of course, this is
not a new revelation-- aviation has been
making the world smaller from the time it
came on the scene almost a hundred years
ago.
Obviously, in its role as a worldshrinker, aviation has brought undeniable
benefits to humanity and to civilization.
We don’t have to look far to find them-they are everywhere.
However, like other technologies, the
uses which aviation has served have obviously not all been of a humanitarian nature.
One of aviation’s biggest uses has been
as a tool of war, through five major wars
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since WWI and many smaller conflicts. In
these roles, aviation has unfortunately but
necessarily brought death and destruction.
And now, since September 11, we are
acutely aware that aviation can also be a
very effective tool for terrorism.
So, these thoughts bring me to a basic question: is the world better because
of aviation?
I believe the answer is “yes,”even in
the face of some of its less humanitarian
uses. The thing that aviation does best is
to introduce us to our neighbors. In the
early days, it was neighbors from other
towns. Then, as aviation technology advanced, it was neighbors from other states
and across the entire country. Now, we
are getting to know our neighbors on a
truly global scale.
Why is this important? Because, by
being introduced to our neighbors, we
come to know the similarities and differences in people from far away places with
different customs and beliefs from our
own. If we are thoughtful people, we see
that there are other legitimate ways to
think, experience the world, and believe
than those we, in our wealth and isolation, have grown up with.
It is much harder to hate people one
has come to know. I’m reminded of a
true story I heard on the radio a few days
ago. In the months prior to the Christmas
season of 1914, British and German troups
were stalemated in mud-filled trenches a
few hundred feet apart on either side of a
cratered and corpse-strewn no-man’s land
in the southern portion of the Ypres Salient, France. The fighting had been fierce,
each side having repelled the hated enemy
in charge after charge.
Since the fighting had stalemated, the
troops spent most of their time dealing
with the mud and taking occasional potshots at one another.
As Christmas approached, troops on
both sides received food, gifts, cigarettes,
warm clothing, etc, from their governments and their families. The Germans
even had small Christmas trees, each with
candles clipped onto the branches.
Soon, each side was signing Christmas hymns, often the same ones. When
one side finished a hymn, the other side,
not to be outdone, would send over another hymn-- a competitive “volley” using music rather than mortars.
On Christmas Eve, the Germans put
their Christams trees on the parapets of
their trenches and lit the candles-- hundreds of small, glowing trees! The British
eyed the Germans but did not shoot at
them. Each side began shouting good
Christmas wishes to the other and soon
the troops began warily lifting their heads
and looking at one another across the expanse between them.
Of course, military commanders on
both sides issued orders banning such “fraternization,” but it continued anyway. Soon,
German and British soldiers had met in the
middle of no-man’s land and negotiated a
truce to last through Christmas and, in some
areas, through New Years Day.
The truce allowed each side to meet,
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A Visit From Bill
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Up With Downs

Earl Downs

America’s Skies
So much has already been said and
written about the tragic September 11
attack on our country, that I wondered
what I could add. We are all dealing
with our sorrow and anger in our own
ways. As I have kept up to date with
the news reports and seen the effect this
has had on aviation, I began to realize
just how much "collateral" damage has
been done. I don't mean physical damage; I mean damage to our way of aviation life in this country.
The United States of America is the
very birthplace of modern aviation. We
lead the world in technology and in
aviation freedom. The freedom of
flight privileges we enjoy are unmatched by any other country in the
world. Notice that I use the word
"privilege." Look closely at your pilot
certificate-- mine says, "Earl C. Downs
has been found to be properly qualified to exercise the privileges of Air-

line Transport Pilot." Our freedom of
flight is not a right guaranteed by our
constitution. Our freedom of flight is
earned by us and bestowed upon us by
our fellow countrymen through an
elected government. Our elected government responds to its constituents
and an overwhelming number of these
constituents respond to what they see,
hear, and read in the mass media.
A seemingly surprised public is asking, “Can anyone just come to the
United States and learn to fly? Can general aviation pilots fly anyplace, anytime they want? Is such freedom safe?
Perhaps these ‘Piper Cub’ pilots (according to the mass media all us private pilots fly Piper Cubs) have too
much freedom. Perhaps they have too
many privileges.”
The freedom to fly our magnificent
American sky has been damaged. This
very freedom was used against us and
now it is up to us general aviation pilots to build a wall of understanding
and compassion to thwart another attack. The attack I am talking about
this time may come in the form of losing the privileges we hold so dearly.
Sure, we do train the world's pilots. Training in the United States is
high quality and affordable. Open
skies, lots of airports and a small percentage of restricted airspace speed the
process and improve cost effectiveness.
The murdering terrorists evaded our
immigration laws and then used our
aviation system against us. We have
already seen Federal and State
legislaors proposing that flight schools
and flight instructors take on the burden of identifying potential lawbreakers and murderers. We in aviation
know this is not the answer, but to a
hysterical mass media and a gravely
concerned public, this may seem like a
good idea.
You and I must answer the call to

responsibly demonstrate that we "Piper
Cub" pilots are not the problem. We
are also victims of the horror of September 11th. We must be the voice of
reasonability and we must demonstrate
our commitment to the responsible use
of the system we operate in. Lets take
a look at what we can do.
First and foremost, stay up to date
with what is going on. We have new
terms such as Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR) and Enhanced Class
B airspace. Many of the war-related
notices to airmen (NOTAM's) are issued as Flight Data Center (FDC)
NOTAM's. Many times a TFR will
change a rule or regulation-- that is
what FDC NOTAM's are used for.
Instrument pilots are used to these but
they are something many VFR pilots
are not used to dealing with. Every
pilot, including those flying ultralights,
should call a Flight Service Station
(FSS) prior to every flight or series of
flights to determine TFR and NOTAM
status. We should all call Flight Service even prior to local pattern work
or for a short flight to another local airport. This is especially important if you
operate near the Tulsa or Oklahoma
City/Tinker Class C airspace. Any
credible threat to security at these airports could lead to a shutdown for all
flying within, under and over these airspaces. Remember, the nation wide
FSS phone number is (800) WX
BRIEF.
I almost fell into the "not knowing
trap" myself. I don't pay much attention to collage football (I realize that
for some of you this admission will l
relegate this column to bottom of the
bird cage) and was unaware the
Stillwater Airport was closed because
of an OSU football game. Fortunately,
my call to FSS clued me in.
Keep your radio turned on and
turned up. If you are not using it for

communications, tune it to 121.5 MHz
and turn the volume up. Any national
emergency announcements will be
transmitted on this frequency. Don't
use 121.5 Mhz for communication unless you have no other choice-- just use
it to listen on. If you have two communication radios, keep one tuned to
121.5 MHz.
Visit the AOPA and EAA web sites
for detailed information, but remember, they may not be as current as the
latest NOTAM. Good places to go on
the Internet are www.eaa.org,
www.aopa.org, and faa.gov.
We have been put in a position in
which we must prove that we deserve
our privileges. One general aviation
pilot actually tried to "sneak" under the
radar during the airspace shutdown following September 11th. Needless to
say, it didn't work and he jeopardized
flying privileges for all of us. A wanton violation or an inadvertent violation of special flying restriction will all
be reported by the mass media as an
indication of the threat general aviation poses to our security. We must be
professionals.
If you are not sure how about
how all this affects you, ask a flight
instructor for some advice. The
people at the FAA Flight Standards
District Office (FSDO) in Oklahoma
City will be glad to offer advice and
information. You can call them at
(405) 951-4200.
Become a spokesman for general
aviation. Talk to friends and neighbors
about the importance of our free skies
and the value of our aviation industry.
In short, fly responsibly. You have
worked hard to earn your privilege to
enjoy the freedom of America's sky.
Lets all work harder to keep that privilege.
Comments
or
questions?
earldowns@hotmail.com.

“Examiners” to “Safety Counselors” in One Fell Swoop
By Dave Wilkerson

It surprises some pilots to learn
that Deisgnated Pilot Examiners
(DPEs) must also take practical
tests, and undergo continued training. Most pilots feel the need to ad-

dress DPEs as "Your Airworthiness," so it is natural to think there
is nothing more that examiners need
prove. Wrong.
With winter come the recurrent
rides, seminars, classes, and tests
which DPEs face. Sometimes, much
to a pilot applicant's chagrin, the examiner innocently asks if he or she
would mind a “passenger” or “observer” during the proceedings. If
you encounter this, your examiner
has not singled you out for greater
torture-- the FAA mandates that
Principal Operations Inspectors
(POI) observe each examiner conduct a complete practical test from
start to finish. Lots of Oklahoma
DPEs must meet this requirement in
the closing months of each year.
Truly, for an applicant, it is cold
comfort to hear an examiner explain
that the FAA Inspector sitting in the
back is there to observe the examiner, not the applicant! Still, with
all the stress that this brings, most
applicants do well, and applicant

stress subsides when the test ends.
Not so for the examiner. On November 13, we met in Oklahoma City
for part of our ongoing training. We
reviewed procedures and concerns
that bore normal people to tears, but
riveted examiners' attention like a
perfect chandelle.
Then came the news: DPEs will
also now be appointed by the FAA
as "Aviation Safety Counselors"
(ASCs). ASCs have a good history
in
the
Federal
Aviation
Administration's arsenal of public
service. Traditionally, they have
been experience, respected pilots
who have a desire for aviation to be
better in all respects, hinged always
on safety and public perception.
ASCs conduct safety seminars and
other festive, fun activities, counsel
pilots whose actions may need gentle
review, and answer questions that pilots sometimes have but prefer to not
ask the FAA. This strengthens the
FAA's old plea that pilots having
such questions should contact local
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pilot examiners whenever practical.
Having examiners also serve as
Aviation Safety Counselors should
save the FAA some workload. To a
degree, the ASC role is not much
different than what examiners have
done anyway.
The greatest difference is that,
when acting as a DPE, the examiner
fully represents the FAA Administrator. However, when an examiner
acts as an ASC, he or she is not a
representative of the Administrator.
There may be some future confusion
over this issue. We hope not.
The other question is how much
extra time will be required of DPEs
to perform the volunteer ASC duties. Like most of the rest of society, our jobs already intrude on our
personal lives. Time will tell as to
how successful we will be at balancing our personal lives with our desire to perform the ASC functions
well..
Dave Wilkerson can be contacted at dwilkrsn@mail.gorilla.net
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Ada Aircraft Painting, LLC

Speed Craft Interiors
Aircraft Upholstery
Gundy’s Airport
Owasso, OK

Call 918-272-9863
John & Jane Fisher Owner/Opr.

FOR LEASE

High Quality Professional Finishes
In Business Since 1962

T-Hangar Space at
Tenkiller Airpark
(44M)

Address:
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

$50/mo. or $500/yr.
Call 918-457-0539
•
•
•
•

Your One Stop
For State-of-the-Art
Aviation Education

AIRCRAFT SERVICE
COMP
ANY
COMPANY

Dewey Gandy - Greg Gandy
Specializing in single engine and light twin aircraft of all types
Professionally applied Acry-Glo acrylic urethane paint products
Factory and custom designs
Aircraft completely and professionally stripped to ensure high
quality standards

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE ON YOUR AIRCRAFT

WWW.HOWARDAIRCRAFT.COM
Specializing in the sale, acquisition,
& brokerage of Cessna 210 Centurions and other quality high-performance aircraft.

For Information, call the
Aviation Resource Center:

(918) 828-4AIR
or
1-877-4AVIATE
Alliance Partners
Oklahoma State University
Tulsa Community College
Tulsa Technology Center
www.tulsaaviationeducation.com

Ada Airport (ADH)
PO Box 2581
Ada, OK 74820
580-332-6086
580-332-4547
adaairpt@wilnet1.com

Single &
Multi-Engine

Training & Rental

437-2787

Harvey Young Airport
1500 S. 135th E. Ave

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Offering these 210's and other piston singles & twins:

1961 C-210A, 3280 TT, 400 SMOH, new cyl's, IFR, MK12D's, STEC-50, clean, 7+
1967 C-172 w/180hp, 598 SNEW eng, IFR, leather, exc maint. & IMMACULATE!!
1968 P-206C, 400 SMOH, KX-155, MX-170B, dual G.S., NEW PROP, DME, 8/8!
1977 Hawk XP, 3160 TT, 1258 PennYan, Garmin 430, KX-155, IFR, NDH, NICE!
1978 T-210M, 2-Owner, 2240 TT, R-STOL, HSI, GPS, FD, WX-900, 9+/leather
1979 C-182Q, 3150 TT, 1600 FRMN, 75 prop, full IFR, elec trim, NDH, & CLEAN!!
1982 T-210N, 1440 TT, 240 Mattituck, King dig, Argus map, color radar, STEC 60-2

Riverside Airport Office Now Open!
Tulsa, Oklahoma
Phone: 918-260-7727
E-mail: dan@howardaircraft.com

Br
own Avia
tion
Bro
viation
1902 N
ood Tulsa, OK 74115
N.. Norw
Norwood

PLACEHOLDER FOR
AOPA
ADVERTORIAL.PDF(Mark- please shoot the
PDF file down to 74% to
fit this space. Thanks!
Mike)

Specializing in Cylinder Overhaul
! Chrome- $115 - $135
! Welding- $85
! Labor- $60 - $95 Max

Quality Work at Low Prices
We Also Do Custom Engine Overhauls

PH: 918-835-6860 FAX: 918-836-7220
FAA Repair Station No. BQZR117L

Serving the interests of the owners and operators
of all airports in Oklahoma
For information or application contact Debra Coughlan DuCharme,
Executive Director OAOA, P. O. Box 581838, Tulsa, OK 74158
Telephone 918.838.5018
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Fax 918.838.5405

Wings As Eagles
is proud to support the
Oklahoma Aviator!
We challenge other companies
to do the same.
For flight physicals or
answers to aviation medical
questions, give us a call.

Wings as Eagles, 11445 E. 20th, Tulsa, OK 74128 918-437-7993

Tulsa International - TUL
ELEVATION:
RUNWAYS:

677’
18L/36R- 10,000’ Conc
8/26- 7695’ Conc
18R/36L- 6101’ Asph

RADIO:

TWR- 118.7 GND- 121.9
Clnc Del- 134.05 ATIS- 124.9
ILS (18L)- 109.7 ILS (18R)- 111.1
ILS (36R)- 110.3

CONTACT:

(918) 838-5000

Richard L. Jones, Jr. - RVS
ELEVATION:

638’

RUNWAYS:

01L/19R- 5101’ Asph
01R/19L- 4207’ Asph
13/31- 2807’ Asph

RADIO:

TWR- 120.3/119.2
GND- 121.7
ATIS- 126.5
Unicom- 122.95

CONTACT:

(918) 299-5886

Come Fly with Us!
Tulsa Airport Authority
OAOA Member

CAMTRONICS

RADIO, INSTRUMENTS, & ELECTRICAL SPECIALISTS

• Transponder/Encoder
•
•
•
•

Certs
Antennas
Digital Instruments
Encoders
Transponders

• Static & Altimeter Certs
• Communications
Transceivers
• GPS
• Nav/Com
• ...And Much More

• Professional Advise
•
•

on the Avionics You
Want!
Fast Installations
Fast Repair Service

Remember, we will come to you and service your plane where it sits!
We Take Pride In Our Workmanship and Care About our Customers
Call Our Knowledgeable Sales Representative Today!

CAMTRONICS, LLC
Harvey Young Airport and Jones/Riverside Airport
PH: 918-625-1280 Repair Station #D8XR913Y FAX: 918-357-9523

Full-Service FBO- Ada Municipal Airport (ADH)
Named Oklahoma Airport of the Year
6203-Ft Runway - AWOS
PH: 580-310-6062 FAX: 580-421-7721
Complimentary Gourmet Chocolate Airplane for All Our Customers
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Phillips 66 Jet-A & 100LL Premium Fuels
Hangars Available
24-Hr Call Out
Aircraft Detailing
Rental Cars
Courtesy Car
Conference Room
WSI & DTN Weather

• All Brands of Oil
• Maintenance- From Oil
Change to OverhaulRecips & Turbines
• All Major Credit Cards
• Pilots Lounge
• Catering
• Aircraft Rental

Don’t forget Oklahoma’s Best Bar-B-Q minutes from the airport!

TRAVELER'S THROMBOSIS
Economy Class Syndrome
Not too long ago, the news media devoted a good bit of time talking about deaths
that have occurred due to the development
of fatal blood clots during long commercial airline flights. The coverage got a lot
of attention because it appeared to be focused on economy class seating-- the seats
I ride in! A number of lawsuits were filed;
a class action suit may still be pending.
The deaths were for the most part due
to pulmonary embolus (PE), a blockage
of the arteries leading from the heart to
the lungs. In these cases, the emboli were
caused by blood clots that formed in the
deep tissue areas of the lower legs, a condition known as Deep Vein Thrombosis
(DVT). Proposed factors that cause DVT
and PE are dehydration, hypoxia, excess
alcohol, and prolonged immobility, among
others.
The condition was first recognized by
a physician who traveled from Boston to
Venezuela in 1946 on a non-stop flight
lasting 14 hours. The term "economy class
syndrome" was coined in 1977 by two
British researchers, Symington and Stack.
The term suggests that the condition does
not occur in business or first class-- a very
misleading statement.

The subject matter for this month's
column came from an article in the September 2001 issue of the Aviation Space
& Environmental Medicine Journal. The
article reports results of other studies that
have investigated the link between air
travel and DVT/PE. Significantly, none
of the studies conclusively indicated risks
specific to air travel. One study showed
that air travelers have basically the same
risk as non-air-travelers, when the results
are adjusted for age and sex.
However, even though the studies did
not establish a conclusive link to air travel,
DVT and PE are very serious and potentially fatal conditions. Reasonable precautions should be taken during air travel or
any other activity that tends to confine a
person's movements for long periods of
time. I agree with the author that it is a
good idea to change positions often and
to walk about the cabin when appropriate. I also recommend additional precautions, including maintaining good hydration (drinking lots of water) and avoiding
excess alcohol.
For people who are prone to DVT,
the use of elastic compression hosiery is
also a good idea. Compression hosiery is
knitted with elastic threads that apply a
graduated pressure to the lower leg, with
maximum pressure at the ankles gradually lessening up the length of the stocking. This compression forces blood from
the veins near the skin into the primary
deep vein system, thus preventing back
flow and pooling of blood in the deep veins
and stimulating the venous pump valves
to achieve proper blood flow to the lungs
and heart.
If you have any questions about
this article or about other aviation
medicine topics, address them to me
at the Oklahoma Aviator.

99s Flying Companion Seminar:
Perfect Christmas Gift
The Oklahoma Chapter 99s will
sponsor a Flying Companion Seminar
on Saturday, February 23, 2002 at
Metro Tech, 5600 S. MacArthur Blvd.,
on Will Rogers Airport. The event will
begin at 8:00 AM and continue until
4:45PM. Advance Registration of
$30.00 is required by February 16th.
The 99s will provide coffee and donuts
and lunch. Profits will be placed in the
Mary Kelly Scholarship Fund.
This is a great Christmas Gift for
the person who sits in the right seat of
your plane.
Registration Chairman is Rita Eaves;
3818 NW 36th St., OKC 73112, 405942-6339. Chairman is Sue Halpain,
405-789-0272, 405-495 -9638 (FAX), email SHALPAIN99@aol.com.

Note our new email address: OklahomaAviator@home.com

Subjects presented will be:
•Requirements for Private Pilot Certification- Sarah Tobin;
•Aerodynamics: What Makes an Airplane Fly- Margie Richison
•The Basic Flight Instruments- Robert
Hensley
•The Flight Environment- Poochie
Rotzinger
•Sectional Charts- Megan McNeely
•Radio Communications- Phylis
Hensley
•Medical Facts for Pilots and Passengers- Amy McCue
•Preflight Inspection- Wyvema Startz
•Weather- Karen Baskin
•Handling In-Flight EmergenciesPhyllis Howard.
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Calendar of Events

For a free listing of your event, email us at OklahomaAviator@home.com or call 918-496-9424. To allow time for printing and publication, try to notify us at least two months prior to the event.
WHEN
1st Thursd ay
1st Saturd ay
7:30AM-10:00AM
2nd Tue sd ay
6:30PM

WHAT
Dinne r Me e ting - Oklaho ma Pilo ts Asso c
d inne r and me e ting
Fly-In Bre akfast- Po nca City
Aviatio n Bo o ste rs Club
Me e ting - Wo me n In Aviatio n

2nd Tue sd ay

Me e ting - EAA Chap te r 24

2nd We d ne sd ay
7:30PM
2nd Thursd ay
7:00PM

Me e ting - Tulsa Clo ud Dance rs Ballo o n Club
Me e ting - Oklaho ma Wind rid e rs Ballo o n Club

WHERE
Wile y Po st Airp o rt,
Oklaho ma City, OK
Po nca City Airp o rt,
Po nca City, OK
Sp artan Scho o l o f Ae ro nautics
Jo ne s/Rive rsid e Airp o rt
Aviatio n Te ch Ce nte r
OKC Airp o rt
Martin Lib rary
Tulsa, OK
Me tro Te ch Aviatio n Care e r
Ce nte r, Oklaho ma City, OK

CONTACT

DETAILS

He le n Ho lb ird - 405-942-6308
Do n Nuzum- nuzum@p o ncacity.ne t
He ld rain o r shine
Bruce Eb e rle - 580-762-5735
Laura Yo st- 918-831-5354
Martin We ave r- 405-376-5488
p cae r59f@juno .co m
Frank Cap p s
Ro n McKinne y- 405-685-8180

3rd Saturd ay

Me e ting - Gre e n Co untry Ultralig ht Flye rs
Org anizatio n (GCUFO)

Call 918-632-6UFO
fo r lo catio n and d e tails

Bill Chilco at- 918-827-6566

3rd Sund ay

Tulsa Clo ud Dance rs Ballo o n Flig ht

Co ntact Frank Cap p s fo r
time /lo catio n

Franks Cap p s- 918-299-2979

3rd Mo nd ay

Me e ting - IAC Chap te r 10

Co ntact Jo e Mase k fo r time /p lace

Jo e Mase k- 918-596-8860
RHR je m@yaho o .co m

3rd Mo nd ay
7:30PM

Me e ting - EAA Chap te r 10

Gund y' s Airp o rt, Owasso , OK

Bhre nt Wad d e ll- 918-371-5022
b wad d e ll@tulsa.o klaho ma.ne t

Saturd ay fo llo wing 3rd
Mo nd ay

Pancake Bre akfast- EAA Chap te r 10

Gund y' s Airp o rt, Owasso , OK

Bhre nt Wad d e ll- 918-371-5022
b wad d e ll@tulsa.o klaho ma.ne t

4th Tue sd ay
7:00PM

Tulsa Chap te r 99s Me e ting

Ro b e rtso n Aviatio n,
Jo ne s/Rive rsid e Airp o rt, Tulsa*

Charle ne - 918-838-7044 o r
France s- flyg rl7102@ao l.co m

4th Thursd ay
7:30PM

Me e ting - Vintag e Airp lane Asso ciatio n
Chap te r 10

So uth Re g io nal Lib rary, 71st &
Me mo rial, Tulsa, OK

Charle s Harris- 918-622-8400

De c 18
6:30PM

EAA Chap te r 24 Wo rksho p - Wo o d wo rking

Canad ian Valle y Te ch Ce nte r
El Re no , OK

Martin We ave r- 405-376-5488
p cae r59f@juno .co m

De c 20

Op e n Ho use
Tulsa Air and Sp ace Muse um (TASM)

918-834-9900

Fe b 23
8:00AM - 4:45PM

Flying Co mp anio n Se minar- Oklaho ma
Chap te r 99s

Rita Eave s- 405-942-6339
Sue Halp ain, 405-789-0272,
SHALPAIN99@ao l.co m

Mar 13-15

13th Annual Inte rnatio nal Wo me n in Aviatio n
Co nfe re nce

Me tro Te ch, 5600 S. MacArthur
Blvd ., o n Will Ro g e rs Airp o rt

Fo r all b allo o n e nthusiasts

*Unle ss o the rrwise p lanne d . All wo me n
p ilo ts includ ing stud e nts are we lco me to
atte nd .

Ad vance re g istratio n o f $30.00 is re q uire d b y
Fe b ruary 16th. Includ e s co ffe e and d o nuts
and lunch. Pro fits b e ne fit the Mary Ke lly
Scho larship Fund
Mar 13-15

Nashville , TN

Kitfox Lite Sales and Service
•Factory-direct prices, including all factory
discounts and promotions
•Additional discounts on pro-build of complete
kit, builder assist program, and flight/ground
training
www.skystar.com

Start 7:00PM

Earl Downs, Golden Age Aviation, Cushing, OK, 918-2257374, 918-840-2200 (Mobile), Earldowns@hotmail.com

AVIATION INSURANCE
GROUP, LTD.
5506 North Rockwell
Bethany, OK 73008

WHERE AVIATION IS NOT JUST A SIDELINE
COMPETITIVE RATES - WORLDWIDE
AIRCRAFT - PRIVATE - COMMERCIAL
MEXICAN INSURANCE - MARINE - FBOs - AGRIBIZ
CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-654-4215 1-800-825-2828
405-495-4230

CALL AVIATION INSURANCE GROUP, LTD BEFORE RENEWING YOUR AIRCRAFT INSURANCE

SPARKS AVIATION CENTER
TULSA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
HANGAR 23
918-835-2048
Jet A
Courtesy Van
Rental Cars
Catering
Restaurant
Hangaring

Unicom 122.95
24-Hour Service
New Home of

Phone: 918-836-6418
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100LL
Autopilots
Avionics
Instruments
Maintenance
Interiors
FAX: 918-832-0136

John Hilker, owner of Transmissions Unlimited, flys out of OKC Downtown Airpark
and understands your desire to never have to walk!

Note our new email address: OklahomaAviator@home.com

Classified Advertisements

To place a plain-text classified ad, mail us the text along with a check- $0.35/word/month- $15/month minimum. Call/email for custom ads rates with graphics- 918-496-9424, OklahomAviator@home.com

Flight Instruction
Chad Nail, CFII

FAA Medical Certificates

John C. Jackson, D.O.

Northeast Oklahoma Area
918-782-9696
918-230-6245 (cell)

OPEN T-HANGARS NOW
AVAILABLE- $65/MONTH
Gundy’s Airport
3-1/2 mi E. of Hwy 169 on 76th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-1523
www.randywieden.com/gundy

PILOTS
To buy or sell your airport home,
call the aviation home specialist:
Sallie Coltharp, (RE/MAX),
918-274-1600 - 918-272-7255

BARRETT AIRCRAFT
MAINTENANCE, INC.
Gainesville Municipal Airport
Gainesville, TX
Maintenance and Repairs on Recip
& Turbine-Powered Aircraft

Snake Creek Wilderness
Airpark Property Available
•
•
•
•

Located on beautiful Tenkiller Lake
Paved runway- 2800’ with 700’ overrun
Beautiful restricted homesites with lake view
Nicest airpark community in Central U.S.

www.tenkillerlake.com
Cookson, OK
For More Info & Directions, Call:
918-457-3458
918-260-7727

Kingfisher Municipal
Airport
24-Hour Unattended
Self-Service Fuel- 100LL/$1.99
Amex, VISA, Mastercard, Discover
Located 1 mile West of
Kingfisher on Airport Rd
Tel: 405-375-3705
Fax: 405-375-3630

ULTRALIGHT AVIATION
Tulsa, OK
918-724-0821
randy@ultralightaviation.com
www.ultralightaviation.com

Pre-Buy Inspections, Annuals,
Prop Balancing
Call 1-940-668-2009

CLAREMORE AIRCRAFT
SERVICE
Full-Service Aircraft Maintenance
Claremore Regional Airport
Maintenance and Repairs on Recip
and Turbine-Powered Aircraft
Full-Service Fixed-Gear Annuals
$440.00
Factory PT6 Training
Factory Socata Training
Factory Cessna Training
Call 1-918-343-6174

For info call Dan
918-695-2758

Cleveland Municipal Airport (95F)
NEW FUEL SYSTEM
24-hr self service w/credit card
100LL- $1.70/GAL!
Cleveland, OK, 918-358-5831.

(subject to change)

Available Self Service Only
24 Hours a Day at
GOLDSBY’S DAVID J. PERRY
AIRPORT
New Identifier 1K4 (Prev. OK-14)

Phillips, Master Card, VISA,
Discover, Diners Club
International, Carte Blanche, and
American Express cards
are accepted.
We also have open T-hangars
for rent.
Call Vergie @ 405-288-6675.

• Dynamic Propeller

BalancingMORE Program Compliant
Up to 100,000 Lbs

• Mobile Service
• Group Rates
Established 1988
918-585-2002 918-834-0864

Be the best you can be!
Golden Age Aviation, Inc,
Cushing, OK.
918-225-7374 (Home & Office)
Email: earldowns@hotmail.com
AeroSpecs for confidential NAAA
Certified Aircraft Appraisals. Visual inspection, logbooks and record research. Written report with detail information. Approved by banks, FDIC,
and many government organizations.
Less expensive alternative, none certified. Market Analysis Report available.
Contact Lee Compton (918)342-0820.
w w w. a e r o s p e c s . c o m
lee@aerospecs.com
Lloyd Stelljes
Steel Clear Span Buildings
Construction Management

8501 Highway 271 South, Suite C
Fort Smith, Arkansas 72908
Phone 501-646-0747 FAX 501-649-3435
Toll Free 888-572-3322
(888-LSB-3322)

FELKINS AIR
CRAFT
AIRCRAFT
FAA CRS WNKR918K
2860 N. Sheridan Rd
Tulsa, OK 74115

Be a better Pilot! Sharpen skills,
broaden aviation knowledge and break
bad habits by training with Earl C.
Downs, ATP, CFII, A&P. Antiques,
classics, modern aircraft. Taildragger
training in 1946 Champ. Flight reviews, ground training. EAA Flight
Advisor. Thirty-eight years experience
in flight and ground training.

SMALL AIRCRAFT OWNERS
PILOTS AND AMATEUR BUILDERS
SHOP MANAGERS
For Airworthiness Certificates, C of A
for Export Certificates, Ferry Permits or
Airworthiness Consultations, contact
R.E. “Bob” Richardson, FAA Designated Airworthiness Representative.
Phone (918) 455-6066. 1217 W.
Vandever St., Broken Arrow, OK 74012

FOR SALE
AVGAS FOR $1.90 A GALLON

• Aircraft WeighingCLAREMORE REGIONAL
AIRPORT
Now has hangars available for sale,
starting at $68K

410 Cherokee, Wagoner, OK 74467
Office: 918-485-5591
FAX: 918-485-8455
Wagoner Community Hospital:
918-485-5514
email: formula@ionet.net

Mini Storage Buildings- Aircraft Hangars

FAA-Certified Repair, Overhaul,
And Dynamic Balancing
Over 20 Years Experience
Dynamic balancing half-price with
overhaul or major repair.

Remember!
If it shakes don’t delay!
Call Dr. Dan Today!
in Owasso, OK
Phone# (918) 272-3567
FAX# (918) 272-7664
email: PropDoc@aol.com

Note our new email address: OklahomaAviator@home.com

LOT AT GUNDY'S AIRPORT
1.25 acre "airplane home" building
lot in Owasso, OK. $60,000.
Sallie Coltharp, (RE/MAX),
918-274-1600 - 918-272-7255
HANGAR FOR SALE
Seminole Municipal Airport (H45)
60 x 50 engineered steel building with
sliding folding doors- office with heat
& air, restroom and closet. Contact
Jim Goff, days 918-486-8411 or
nights 918-279-1110
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AIRPLANE HANGAR DOORS
Custom built tilt doors any size
Modification, maintenance and repair of any existing
doors or buildings by

Oakes Welding and Fabrication
Sand Springs, OK
(918) 865-8949 or (918) 625-5739
Fully insured, in business since 1995. References available.

SHAWNEE
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

FBO WANTED
Full-service Fixed Base
Operation to provide
aviation services.
24,000 gallon jet and aviation
fuel farm, maintenance and
bulk hangars, terminal building
space with service desk and
office, fight planning room,
5600' X 100' asphalt runway,
full parallel taxiway, ILS/GPS
approaches. 370,000 metropolitan population area. Might
consider partial service operation.
Contact Lori Bowlan 405- 8781625 for minimum standards
and application.
ALSO AVAILABLE:
! 48' X 70' Commercial
Hangar- $4800/yr.
! "T" Hangars- $1,200/yr.

EXPERIENCE TRUE TEXAS HOSPITALITY!
Gainesville, Texas

Unicom 123.0

AWOS 118.375

100LL- $1.74 Weekdays- Self Service
$1.69 Weekends- Self Service
$1.84 Full Service
Prices subject to
Jet A- $1.65
change without notice
•Open 24 Hours- 7 Days/Week
Attendant on call after 5:00 PM
•Major Credit Cards Accepted
Including Multi-Service &
Avcard, CAA, Phillips IntoPlane & UVAir Discounts

FBO Hours:
8:00-5:00- 7 days
Tel: 918-343-0931
Fax: 918-343-1619

•DTN WX Satellite System •Conference Room
•5 Mins to Outlet Mall
•Courtesy Cars (3)
•18 Hole Golf Course
•Pilot Lounge

940-668-4565

940-665-6884 Fax

www.gainesville.tx.us/GMAindex.shtml
email: airport@cooke.net

New Identifier: GCM

100LL: $2.15 Weekdays
$1.95 Weekends
Jet A: $2.05
Cash or Air BP Card

Pilots Lounge,
Come Fly In for
Conference Room,
Hamburgers on the
Rentals, Courtesy
Weekends
Rated #1 in Oklahoma by the FAA for 1999
Rental Aircraft Now Available
Car, DTN Weather
ATTENTION: Unicom/CTAF has changed to: 122.70
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Note our new email address: OklahomaAviator@home.com

