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by Mike Huffman

At the 18" Annual Bi-
plane Expo in Bartlesville this
year, an unprecedented thing
happened. John Hudec won
three of the major awards for
one airplane.

Hudec is a mild-man-
nered guy who lives at Air-
man Acres in Collinsville,
Oklahoma with his wife
Belinda and 12-year-old son
Nick. He works as a Lead
Mechanic for FlightSafety In-
ternational in Tulsa, building
portions of their simulator
cockpits—"anything the pi-
lots see or touch.”

John recently finished a
9000-hour, twelve-year-long
project to build a replica
Waco UMF-5 biplane from
scratch. The results are sim-
ply spectacular. As a result,
the Biplane Expo judges pre-
sented John three major
awards—the Grand Cham-
pion Replica Award, the
Grand Champion Experi-
mental Award, and the Rob-
ert P. Moore Memorial
Award for Air Craftsman-
ship.

John relates the story of
how he got started with the
project: “Dan Mooney, who
now lives at Sky Haven Air-
park in Collinsville, was
building a UPF-7. | met him
and he showed me his project.
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Hudec Waco Wins Big at Blplane Expo
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John Hudec s beautiful 1935 Waco UMF-5 replica. Photo courtesy of Pat Stewart.

| liked the looks of all

tions to cover all the

the 1930s Waco mod-
els, but really liked the
UMF-5 because it had
such nice streamlined
fairings everywhere.
It had such a sexy
shape to it!”
Deciding he had
to have a Waco, but

feeling he could not SE-

KEARBY SE-5 REPLICA ALSO

WINS

John Hudec’s Waco was by no means the
only immaculate biplane at Bartlesville. An-
other spectacular machine is Jack Kearby’s
SE-5 replica, winner of the Reserve Grand
Champion Replica award. Plan on seeing
a story on it next month. See a photo of the

5 on page 2.

different models that
were built.”

John started
building his UMF-5
replica on the day his
son Nick was born.
“That’s how | know

exactly when |1
started.”
According to

afford a factory-built
example, he decided to build
his own. Plans for many of

Note the hand-formed polished brass overlay and burled wood.

the Waco biplanes are on file
at the National Air and Space
Museum and, as public-do-
main documents copies are
available. John first bor-
rowed Dan Mooney’s UPF-
7 plans, then later ordered
UMF-5 plans from the
Smithsonian.

By the way, for the unini-
tiated (like me), John ex-
plained the complicated
numbering system for Waco
models. The first digit speci-
fies the engine; in this case
“U” indicates a 220-hp Con-
tinental W-670 radial. The
second digit identifies the fu-
selage style and the third digit
the wing style. Says John,
“From there, it is an alpha-
bet soup of different designa-

John, he spent “a
couple of hours most eve-
nings and all day most week-

ends” completing the project.
“Belinda was really good
about letting me work on it;
of course, it helped that we
live on an airpark where |
could be nearby whenever she
needed me,” he says.

“One thing that kept me
going through the project was
that | didn’t have a schedule.
So, | wasn't stressing myself
to get it done at any specific
time. There are parts I built
three times; if it took me a
hundred hours to build a part
somebody else could have
built in twenty, | was fine.

“l enjoyed learning so
many new things I'd never
done as a normal A&P:
woodworking, compound
forming of aluminum, fabric
work, sewing leather for the
seats! | got a lot of help by
watching Jim Younkin do
metal forming. | learned to
use an English wheel on the
big items like the cowling,
but I used a leather shot bag
and hammer for most of the
smaller parts.”

“The decision to go with
a homebuilt Waco turned out
to be really good, because it
let me make my own design
improvements. For instance,
| priced standard disc brake
systems, but they were way
beyond what | wanted to pay.

continued on p. 3.

John Hudec, mild-mannered air craftsman. Photo: Pat Stewart.



by Mike Huffman

Changes Afoot

For those who may be interested,
here’s an update on changes with Bar-
bara and me and also with The Okla-
homa Aviator. Barbara has now moved
to Kansas City to begin her ministerial
training and I will be joining her soon.
In all likelihood, next month’s issue will
be my last as publisher. However, I plan
to still be involved as a subscriber, a
supporter, and perhaps even a contribu-
tor.

Meanwhile, Earl Downs and | col-
laborated on the June and July issues
so he can get his feet wet on all that is
required. I must say I've tremendously
enjoyed getting to know Earl better
through this process and have become
fast friends with him and his lovely wife
Mimi Stauffer. For a week in May, Earl
visited me at the Tenkiller Airpark as
we produced the June issue and now,
in June, I am visiting him at his home
near Cushing (affectionately dubbed
“Stauffer Downs” and the home of
Earl’s ultralight airstrip, “Horse Apple
International.”)

Earl and | have discovered that we
are on the same wavelength when it
comes to The Oklahoma Aviator. We're
having great fun-- he even has the same
wierd sense of humor as me. So, | be-
lieve that, if you have enjoyed the pa-

The Horizontal Windsock

per as it has been up to this point, you’ll
enjoy it even more when he takes over.
He is bringing new ideas to the publi-
cation and is already making some good
changes.

One of the changes | have wanted
to make for some time is to improve
our printing. I've not been particularly
happy with the clarity and color rendi-
tion of photographs, the folding of the
paper, and a couple of other aspects of
the printing process. Late last year, |
had located a new printer in Oklahoma
City, but knowing we might be leav-
ing, 1 did not make the change.

However, now that things have
settled, we have made the switch and
you will notice some changes. First,
we were able to go from 6 color pages
to 8 color pages. As aresult, we had to
rearrange the pages somewhat. The
Calendar of Events page and the classi-
fied ad page have moved from where
you are used to seeing them. Hope-
fully, you'll also see improvements in
the appearance of the pages.

On another subject, 1 want to be
sure and point out the photo and story
on page 7 concerning Dale Frakes and
the Will Rogers Museum in Claremore.
I had known Dale for many years, but
only on a casual basis. A few months
ago, Kim Jones, Curator of the Tulsa
Air and Space Museum, introduced me
to him. Dale (being the curmudgeon
that he is) opened the conversation by
saying, “You're the guy whose picture
is always on the front page of The Okla-
homa Aviator.”

Taken only slightly aback, I stam-
mered something to the effect that it
was my blankety-blank newspaper and
I would be on the front page if |
wanted! As luck would have it, it was
exactly the right thing to say. Dale
laughed, Kim laughed, and we had a
great time.

So, Dale, I wanted to make sure

that, before | leave the newspaper, |
print a picture of you. Yes, yes, I know,
it's not on the front page, but this is as
good as it gets!

Seriously, the annual Will Rogers
Fly-In is a nice event and | encourage
everyone to attend. Dale and the folks
at the museum work hard to organize
it. This year, the anniversary of Rogers’
and Post’s crash falls on a Sunday, so
there is no excuse to miss it.

One more subject | want to men-
tion: as Earl and | were laying out this
issue, we watched in awe as news cov-
erage unfolded of Scaled Composites’
history-making flight of SpaceShipOne
to an altitude of 100-km (that’s
328,000 ft!). We wrestled with whether
to do a story on the event, but decided
we could not do justice to it.

Much has been written and said in
praise of the phenomenal successes Burt
Rutan and his team have had over the
last 30 years, and we echo all that.
However, what | want to mention here
is not about Burt, but a member of his
team that is now in the world spotlight:
Mike Melvill. Mike’s description on
national television of the June 21 flight
to space was quietly eloquent and very
touching.

Mike started out about 30 years ago
as an aircraft homebuilder. His first
homebuilt airplane, to my knowledge,
was Rutan’s first design, the all-wood
Vari-Viggen. A good friend of mine,
Ken Winter from Tulsa, also built a
Vari-Viggen. As homebuilders are
wont to do, Ken and Mike corre-
sponded frequently during their respec-
tive building processes. Mike was “just
another homebuilder.”

Shortly thereafter, Mike went to
work for Burt and has been there ever
since. While he is not as well known
as Burt, he has enjoyed a phenomenal
career as a test pilot and now as a vice-
president of Scaled Composites. Over

the last 20 years, Mike has flown al-
most all the amazing proliferation of
aircraft that have emerged from the
Scaled skunk works. During that time,
he also managed to build an EZ and
fly it around the world.

As an aircraft homebuilder myself
who has long been in love with the
wonderful creative process of design-
ing, building, and flying one’s own air-
plane, it is especially gratifying to see
“one of our own” be so successful as to
become the pilot of the first civilian
aircraft to go into space. As Burt and
Mike said in their televisions inter-
views, this is just the start-- the next
25 years will be unbelievable!
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Jack Kearby'’s spectacular SE-5 replica, complete with Hispano-Suiza engine.
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L ook for our story on the building of this airplane in our August issue.
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space, as a smiling Burt Rutan, left, looks on. Photo: Scaled Composites, LLC.
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Hudec Waco

continued from p. 1.

So, using standard brake calipers as a
starting point, I machined my own
brake discs and had them hard
chrome plated. A local brake shop
custom made the brake pucks and
didn’t even charge me!”

The engine John acquired for the
project was a brand-new 1943 240-
hp Continental W-670. The logs
showed it had a total of 6 minutes
running time when it was pickled and
packed in cosmolene. However, over
the intervening 50+ years, the
cosmolene had become completely

Wings As Eagles
Aviation Medicine
Dir, ﬂuy Baldwin Tulsa OK
W, ACTDCDC. COm)

Wings as Eagles, 11445 E. 20th, Tulsa, OK 74128 918-437-7993

Davis Field Aviation,LLC

Davis Field Muskogee, OK (MKO)#E.,M,
918-682-4101

Full Service FBO+ FAA Certified Repair Station
Hangar Rentale Aircraft Salese Rental
Flight Instruction

Winter Hours M-S 7:30-5:30 Sun 8:00-5:00
Unicom 122.8 ASOS 135.02

Annual Inspections-Pitot Static System Check

Transponder Certification
Major RepairseAvionics Installation and Repairs

Wings As Eagles

is proud to support the
Oklahoma Aviator!

We challenge other companies
to do the same.

For flight physicals or
answers to aviation medical
questions, give us a call.

Name

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
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hardened everywhere, including in-
side the engine innards. John care-
fully took the entire engine apart,
carefully cleaned the parts, and was
delighted to find them in perfect con-
dition.

John is proud to have kept the
airplane light—1840 Ibs empty.
According to him, most UPF-7s
come in at about 2000 Ibs and the
YME-5s (with a 275-hp Jacobs en-
gine) at about 2100 Ibs. There are
no interior upholstery panels; how-
ever, the interior appearance is im-
maculate with leather seats, leather
coaming, polished burl wood in-
strument panels, and polished
hand-formed brass instrument
panel overlays. In addition, all alu-
minum panels were treated with a
mil-spec Alodine conversion coat-
ing, whose gold color enhances the
appearance even more.

John chose to cover the airplane
using the Polyfiber process, finishing

it off with Aerothane paint. His wife
Belinda chose the paint colors—Sun
Valley Ivory and Madrid Rd outlined
with gold stripes. The design is stan-
dard Waco, with “fishhook stripes” on
the fuselage and “tadpoles” on the
bump cowling.

Asked about what portion of the
project he is most proud of, he
laughs, “I guess just persevering long
enough to finish it—in my lifetime!”
Now that the project is complete,
what does John plan next? “Well,”
he says, “I really enjoy the process of
building airplanes. I'm probably
more of a builder than a flyer. How-
ever, the Waco flies so great, it’s defi-
nitely a keeper.”

His next project will be to restore
his 1950 150-hp original Piper Pacer,
which he has owned since 1987.
Good luck, John—we know the re-
sult will be as spectacular. We’ll look
in on you over the next dozen years
or so!

TFBOHU'S: 100 $2 60 Viekaays
BB 7 New Identlfler GCM v
Td: 918 A3-0BL Gsha Ar BPGrd
Fax 918 343-1619 HA RS
Pilots Lounge, Confer- LA REM ORE Come Fly In for
ence Room, Rentals, REGIONAL AIRPORT Hamburgers on the
Courtesy Car, DTN Rated #1 in Oklahoma by the FAA for 1999 Weekends
Weather Rental Aircraft Now Available
ATTENTION: Unicom/CTAF has changed to: 122.70

ENGINEERING

Yy § M,Eaﬁd#ﬁ.ﬁ
Brya nﬂd@lﬁﬁ:‘lﬁ ol
05.415.9400

Aircraft Refinishing

Jerry- 918-663-8338

AEROGRAPHICS

Double Eag_le Airpoﬁ, Haskell-, OK 74436, 918-520-4926, FAX- 918-482-3290

» Complete Painting
» Dealers Welcomel!
» Stans Upholstery-
35 Yrs Experience

Chris- 918-629-5570|
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WHEN

WHAT

WHERE

CONTACT

DETAILS

1st Thursday

Dinner Meeting- Oklahoma Pilots Assoc dinner and meeting

Wiley Post Airport,
Oklahoma City, OK

Helen Holbird- 405-942-6308

1st Saturday
7:30AM-10:00AM

Fly-In Breakfast- Ponca City
Aviation Boosters Club

Ponca City Airport,
Ponca City, OK

Don Nuzum- nuzum@poncacity.net
Bruce Eberle- 580-762-5735

Held rain or shine

1st Saturday

Aerobatics

Claremore Municipal Airport
Claremore, OK

Matt Burton
918-343-0931

Go to Ponca City for breakfast, then come to Claremore
for hamburgers and aerobatics!

an:gil)%n’\(jay Meeting- Oklahoma Chapter 99s Wiley Post Airport Poochie Rotzinger- 405-842-9829

2nd Tuesday Meeting- Spirit of Tulsa SF(lL:zgron- Commemorative Air Jor':'glss/aR Jif;zzkﬁrpgﬁ?%sa Jim Dagg 918-224-6293 Sg:(tjc;r(ijng 1942 PT-19. Hangar space and workers

2nd Tuesday Meeting- EAA Chapter 24 Aviatioo;CTeA?rp((;,rttenter Masgl:y;a;e@;:g;iiﬁ:f% Start 7:00PM

2nd ;N ;g;:ﬂsday Meeting- Tulsa Cloud Dancers Balloon Club Contact Frank Capps Fragzrg;;?g;ﬁ)iapéhg:rgﬁf;m
|Gl et e e e
2nd7:'l(')r(1)1|13r:/|day Meeting- Oklahoma Windriders Balloon Club giﬁf{??&ﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁfﬁ)ﬂ Ron McKinney- 405-685-8180 For all balloon enthusiasts

2nd Saturday

Fly-In Lunch Meeting

Poteau Municipal Airport

Bryan Hoggatt- 918-647-4719

Kerr County Aviation Association Poteau, OK
2nd Saturday Meeting- EAA Ultralight Chapter 98 Thompson Airport Robert Crawford- 405-381-2840 Visitors welcome!
11:00AM 9 gnt ~hap Tuttle, OK '

3rd Saturday

Meeting- Green Country UltraSport Flyers Organization
(GCUFO)

Call 918-632-6UFO
for location and details

Bill Chilcoat- 918-827-6566

Frank or Cheri Capps- 918-299-2979

alvaair@sbcglobal.net

3rd Sunday Tulsa Cloud Dancers Balloon Flight Contact Frank Capps for time/location .
aerosportballoon@hotmail.com
. . . David Koehn- 918-671-0481

3rd Monday Meeting- IAC Chapter 10 Contact David Koehn for time/place ffavB@sbeglobal.net
3rd Monday ) . Bhrent Waddell- 918-371-5022

7-30PM Meeting- EAA Chapter 10 Gundy's Airport, Owasso, OK bwaddell @tulsa.oklahoma.net
3rd Tuesday Green Country Women in Aviation Meeting Contact Kristen Esparza for time/location Kristen Esparza - 918-851-36557 Men and women supporting women in aviation
3rd Thursday . Sherman Municipal Airport Billy Dollarhide- 903-868-7609 . . . -

7-00PM Meeting- EAA Chapter 323 Sherman, TX dollarhide @ti.com For more information, visit our website: www.eaa323.org
3rd Saturday Fly-In Breakfast Alva Regional Airport Greg Norther- 580-327-2898

Saturday following 3rd Monday

Pancake Breakfast- EAA Chapter 10

Gundy's Airport, Owasso, OK

Bhrent Waddell- 918-371-5022
bwaddell @tulsa.oklahoma.net

4th Tuesday

Tulsa Chapter 99s Meeting

Robertson Aviation, Jones/Riverside Airport,

Charlene- 918-838-7044 or

*Unless otherrwise planned. All women pilots including

7:00PM Tulsa* Frances- flygrl7102@aol.com students are welcome to attend.
4th Thursday . : . . The South Regional Library, 8316 East 93rd .
7-30PM Meeting- Vintage Airplane Association Chapter 10 Street, Tulsa, OK Charles Harris- 918-622-8400
Tulsa Air and Space Museum 7130 E. Apache Katheryn Pennington- 918-834-9900
Jul ! : Exact dates to be announced later.
Aerospace Camp for Kids Tulsa, OK kpennington @tulsamuseum.com
) - Tinker AFB Debby Toland- 405-732-8316 There are slots for only 20 GA airplanes. Contact
4 Tinker AFB General Aviation Fly-In Oklahoma City, OK Dtoland @cox.net Debby Toland early for a reservation.
Jul 541 EAA Air Academy EAA Aviation Center T
Basic Air Academy Oshkosh, WI 088019
Jul 10 Fiy-In Pancake Breakfast and FAA PACE Program Rogers Municipal Airport (ROG) DonIV.V|II|ams- 4?9—640—1338 Rain date July 17. Reservations needed for PACE
Rogers, AR dswilliams @cox-internet.com program.
Gundy's Airport Gundy's Airport (038) . 012,070, Dig out those ice cream freezer or bring ice or a
10 Ice Cream Social Owasso, OK Roger Wieden- 918-272-1523 dessert. Invite your friends & family-- for all ages.
Jul 10 "Celebration of Wings and Wheels'- Old Downtown Airport, 2546 E. Division St., RHaaraloCa;rr-_ ((i1177)) 36323723272 Aircraft fly-in, antique autos, trucks, military equipment,
Air & Military Museum of the Ozarks Springfield, MO 65803 y Flopp . Young Eagles rides, food, and fun! Adults $3, kids $1.
hopperhomes @juno.com
Jul 12-18 EAA Air Academy EAA Aviation Center I
Basic Air Academy Oshkosh, WI 6aa.0g
i A\ . . STARBASE Headquarters Sue Burgess- 918-833-7757, Two-hour grad course in Aerospace Ed, preparing
19 - 23 A View from STARBASE Teacher Training Tulsa Air National Guard Base susan.burgess @oktuls.ang.af.mi teachers to teach Aerospace Science/Math in their class.
Jul 20-29 EAA Air Academy EAA Aviation Center I
Advanced Air Academy Oshkosh, WI 64a.01g
. Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University Russ Tresner - 405-739-0397 or Fall Term August 9-October 10, 2004. Call or email for
Jul 26-Aug 6 Registration for Fall 2004 Term . oklahoma.city.center@erau.edu . -
Oklahoma City . . more information on Bachelors & Masters degrees.
http://www.erau.edu/oklahomacity
Jul 27-Aug 2 EAA AitVenture 2004 Witiman Field WiW.eaa.or
ul er-Aug u Oshkosh, WI '€aa.0rg
Jul 34-Aug 9 EAA Air Academy EAA Aviation Center WW.eaa.01
9 Advanced Air Academy Oshkosh, WI eaa.0rg
Gundy's Airport Gundy's Airport (038) A Q1R.070. Dig out those ice cream freezer or bring ice or a
Aug 14 Ice Cream Social Owasso, OK Roger Wieden- 918-272-1523 dessert. Invite your friends & familyN for all ages.
Aug 15 . . y Iron Dog Ranch Airport g i Marks anniversary of Will Rogers and Wiley Post's
9:00AM Annual Wil Rogers Memorial Fiy-in Oolagah, OK Pat Reeder- 343-8129 or 341-0719 deaths. Grass strip beside Will Rogers birthplace home.
: . - . Wiley Post Airport Amy McCue, Registration Chairman http://hometown.aol.com/okiederby/
Aug 2021 26th Annual Okie Derby Proficiency Air Race Bethany, OK 405-359-9774, AmyMcCue @fullnet.net myhomepage/business.html
Gundy's Airport Gundy's Airport (038) e 1207, Dig out those ice cream freezer or bring ice or a
Sep 11 Ice Cream Social Owasso, OK Roger Wieden- 918-272-1523 dessert. Invite your friends & family for all ages.
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Up With Downs

by Earl Downs

The strumen
Rating

| often get questions from pilots
about the instrument rating. How much
training will it take—how much will it
cost—is it as hard to obtain as everyone
tell me? These are good questions but
the first thing you should do is answer
this question: why do I want this rat-
ing? Don’'t make the assumption that
an instrument rating is automatically the
right move for you. It may be the per-
fect thing to do or it may be more than
you will ever use.

As | travel around the country teach-
ing courses for passing the instrument
knowledge examination (written exam),
| often ask the trainees why they are
seeking the Instrument rating. The an-
swers usually fall into three categories.
A common answer is that it’s a good
thing to have in your pocket just in case
you need it. Next is, it’s just another
important step to a career in aviation.
The third reason is that the individual
wants to increase the productivity of
their airplane for personal or business
flying.

There are different ways to obtain
training for your Instrument rating and
the reason you want the rating may af-
fect the training method you choose.
Should you enroll in a highly regimented
FAR part 141 school? Perhaps a full-
time or part-time instructor at your lo-
cal airport could do the job. Then there
are the accelerated courses. Some ac-
celerated training professionals come to
your location and provide intense train-
ing in your own airplane. Others re-
quire that you travel to their location.
Which the best? It depends on why you
want the rating.

Let’s start off with the “to have itin
my pocket” answer. Whenever | hear
that, I am pretty sure the individual
doesn’t fully comprehend the signifi-
cance of what instrument flying and the
instrument rating are all about. An in-
strument rating doesn’t work like a para-
chute. In order to fly IFR, a commit-
ment to continued study, practice, and
on-going training (not to mention con-
siderable extra expense) is a necessity.
However, someone who has recognized
the fact that instrument training can
improve their skills even though they

don't intend to fly IFR is on to some-
thing. Having a good knowledge of the
IFR system can make your VFR flying
safer and more enjoyable.

Okay, you're a VFR pilot and you
realize the “to have it in your pocket”
idea is not realistic, but you still want to
improve your skills by working towards
an Instrument rating. A regimented
training academy or accelerated train-
ing program may be too intense and/or
too expensive to suit your ultimate goal
of increased knowledge. You may find
that a local flight instructor can custom-
ize a training program to fit your needs.
For instance, start off with a few hours
of one-on-one ground training. Then
you can take the flight training in phases.
A few hours of really learning how to
fly your plane on the gauges will sharpen
skills that can be used everyday in your
VFR flying. Terminal procedures,
enroute procedures, and instrument ap-
proaches can all be divided into train-
ing blocks. These blocks can be con-
nected if you decide to go for the rat-
ing. Even if you decide not to use it,
you will find the journey towards the
target well worth it.

For those of you going for the In-
strument rating in the interest of an avia-
tion career, there are a number of schools
that have *“from the ground up” profes-
sional pilot programs. Many outstand-
ing collegiate programs are also available.
Becoming a professional pilot requires a
professional approach to training. Make
sure the school or instructor is well aware
of your goals. Ask your instructor to as-
sign you a study program that will help
you to exceed the minimum FAA stan-
dards. Talk with a professional who is
successful in the field you are headed for.
Remember, as you move towards being
aviation professional, your knowledge of
IFR procedures and your instrument pi-
lot skills will play a very important roll in
any review of your abilities.

An instrument rating can help you
increase the productivity of your plane.
Our light planes are certainly not all-
weather planes, but your IFR capabili-
ties can help in many weather condi-
tions that would ground a VFR pilot.
Low visibility or clouds can stymie a
VFR pilot for days, but the IFR pilot
and plane can continue. On the other
hand, thunderstorms, prolonged
enroute IFR, and icing are not things a
small plane IFR pilot should be flying
in. The usefulness and safety of light
plane IFR flying is truly a matter of good
pilot decision-making. Your experience
and your airplane equipment will always
determine the increased usefulness of
your plane.

You can take a weekend ground
school course and pass the knowledge
exam at the end of the second day. Add
a 10- to 12-day accelerated flight pro-
gram and it’s certainly possible to have

Ask the Doctor

by Dr. Guy Baldwin, AME

Antidepressants

Recently in the online aviation
newsletter AV Web, an article appeared
written by an aeromedical examiner
(AME) friend of mine from EAA, Dr.
Brent Ballew. He is an emergency room
physician in Jackson Hole, Wyoming.
In the article, he talks about a proposal
for the FAA to consider allowing airmen
to take certain kinds of antidepressants.
We have talked about this before in The
Oklahoma Aviator.

Commonly used antidepressants fall
into two general categories, the older
tricyclic antidepressants such as Elavil,
Tofranil, and Wellbutrin, and the newer
selective seratonin reuptake inhibitors
(SSRIs) such as Prozac, Zoloft, Celexa,
Lexapro, and others.

Tricyclic antidepressants have been
largely replaced by the SSRIs, but are
still used for some conditions.

| believe SSRIs to be one of the fin-
est classes of medicines that have been
developed since | have been practicing
medicine. As a result, they are in wide-
spread use to treat both temporary epi-
sodes of depression (caused the loss of a
loved one, or anxiety from a job situa-
tion or family situation, etc.) and
chronic depression.

The FAASs current stand is that pi-
lots may not use antidepressants of any
kind. However, in my office | see a lot
of airmen who are already on SSRIs.

Many of them were prescribed SSRIs by
their family doctors and are unaware of
the effect on their FAA medical certifi-
cate. That presents a problem because,
even if they were taking SSRIs for a tem-
porary condition, the FAA says they have
to be off the medication at least 90 days
and must have a letter from their doc-
tor saying they are experiencing no ad-
verse effects on their state of mental well
being.

Among pilots who need SSRIs for
more chronic conditions and who gen-
erally know the effects on their medical,
I have observed two attitudes. First are
those who have stopped taking the medi-
cation and as a result feel miserable. Sec-
ond are those who keep taking the medi-
cation and do not report it. Both are big
mistakes. First, if a pilot needs antide-
pressants, the condition itself can prevent
the issuance of a medical certificate. And
second, if the FAA finds that you are tak-
ing medicines you did not report on the
8500-8, which is a federal document,
repercussions will surely occur. Of
course, if 1 have knowledge that an air-
man is chronically depressed and/or is
continuing to take SSRIs, I cannot issue
a medical certificate.

The good news is that this situa-
tion may be about to change. Each year
at Oshkosh, myself and other AMEs
who are part of the EAAs Aeromedical
Council meet with FAA representatives
in very candid sessions about things
that either are about to change or need
to change with FAA's issuance of air-
man medical certificates. The topic of
SSRI use has been coming up for the
last few years. Up until last year, the
FAA's answer was always “no.” How-
ever, last year it was “maybe—we are
looking at it.” So I am anticipating that
this will change after a test run is done
on some select airmen. We’ll keep you
advised on the outcome.

If you have any questions regarding
this article, do not hesitate to contact
my office at 918-437-7993.

your Instrument rating in about two
weeks. Is accelerated training a good
idea? Both the airlines and the military
use intense accelerated training pro-
grams and they work well. Of course,
the accelerated program you choose is
not airline or military and there are some
things you should do to make this choice
an efficient and safe way to go. When
you schedule an accelerated program, re-
member that pre-course preparation and
post-course follow-up are all up to you.
If you enter into an accelerated training
program with no preparation, you may
find it to be less than you expected. If
you think you are a fully capable IFR
pilot just because you have passed the
FAA exams, you may be dangerous. Use
a local instructor to help prepare you
for the accelerated course and, even

more important, plan on some follow-
up training and practice. Practice your
new skills by filing IFR on your VFR
flights. You may have obtained your
instrument rating without ever being in
actual instrument weather. When safe
instrument weather shows up, make
some practice flights with an instructor.
A safe pilot should want to make sure
the accelerated training took hold.

Does the Instrument rating make
you a safer pilot? It all depends on you.
Increased knowledge can always be ben-
eficial if it's used correctly. It’s your at-
titude and aeronautical decision-making
ability that makes the difference. If
you're committed to acting like a pro-
fessional and want more productivity
from your flying, the Instrument rating
is for you.
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Oklahoma Aviator Brings U.S. Servicemen Together

Two Oklahoma servicemen sta-
tioned in Afghanistan recently became
friends there as the result of The Okla-
homa Aviator. Colonel James Wilhite
from Tahlequah and Major Todd
Chisum from Tulsa were both assigned
to the Office of Military Cooperation-

Afghanistan (OMC-A) in Kabul. Prior
to their meeting, neither man knew the
other.

Major Chisum is an Oklahoma
Auviator subscriber whose wife sends his
copies to him in Afghanistan. Colonel
Wilhite, a private pilot and professor at

L

Colonel Jame Wilhite, left, shows his King Instrument Rating study guide and
Maj. Todd Chisum holds a copy of The Oklahoma Aviator. Both men are assigned
to the Office of Military Cooperation in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Northeastern State University, saw Ma-
jor Chisum reading The Oklahoma
Aviator and struck up conversation with
him. It turned out that not only was
Major Chisum also a private pilot, he
was an alumnus of Northeastern State
University.

Major Chisum started his flight
training in McAlester with Les Cash-
mere and completed training at River-
side. A member of EAA Chapter 10,
he flies out of Roadhouse Aviation at
Riverside and is building an experimen-
tal PA-18 Super Cub. He hopes to com-
plete his project after returning from
Afghanistan. He has also purchased a
lot at Avian Airpark, so he will be flying
the Tulsa skies for a long time. He will
begin his IFR training with Instructor
Mark Segovia upon his return.

Colonel Wilhite trained in
Tahlequah with Tom Tucker and re-
ceived his pilot certificate in July 2002.
He is a partner in a Cessna 150 that has
been restored and hangered at Tahlequah
Regional Airport. Upon his return from
Afghanistan, he will start instrument
training and hopes to purchase another
airplane. He said he would rather not
be in IFR conditions in a C150.

Major Chisum is a Force Structure
Officer, which involves designing mili-
tary units for the Afghan National Army

(ANA). Colonel Wilhite initially was
assigned as Chief of Design for the ANA,
but has since been assigned to organize
the Afghanistan Military Academy, which
will be modeled from the United States
Military Academy at West Point, NY.

Colonel Wilhite had brought a King
DVD course to Kabul to study in his
spare time and has partnered with Ma-
jor Chisum in working together for the
Instrument knowledge exam. Major
Chisum will return to Oklahoma in Sep-
tember of 2004 and Colonel Wilhite will
return in June 2005.

Fly In to the
Cookson Jubilee

Here’s an idea for a neat summer-
time fly-out: each year the booming
metropolis of Cookson hosts the
Cookson Jubilee, a two-day community
affair featuring food, fun, arts and crafts,
and entertainment.

This year’s event will be held July
16 and 17 and will feature nationally-
known entertainers including the
Stamps Gospel Quartet, Pake Mclntire
(Reba’s brother), and others.

Fly in and camp out at the Tenkiller
Airpark, only a couple of hundred yards
from the Jubilee grounds. Showers are
available in the airport FBO building.

SPARKS
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“The Sky’s the Limit!”
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Tulsa International Airport &
Richard L. Jones, Jr. Airport
Serving Air Travel, Aerospace
Business, and General Avation
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Congratulations,

Tulsa International Airport
75 years of history, growth,
and service!
www.tulsaairports.com
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OKLAHOMA AERONAUTICS
COMMISSION

Our mission is to encourage, foster, and assist in
the development of aeronautics in Oklahoma and
to encourage the maintenance and improvement
of a system of public airports. This includes the pres-
ervation and improvement of the State's 123 pub-
lic airports in communities throughout the State,
which make-up the State airport system; and the
promotion of aviation, one of the top employers in
the State, providing 143,700 jobs in 1999.

3700 N. Classen Blvd., Suite 240
Oklahoma City, OK 73118
(405) 604-6900 (405) 604-6919 fax




Will Rogers Museum Fly-In to Commemorate Rogers/Post

by Pat Reeder

CLAREMORE - Dale Frakes grew up
watching pilots buzz the family dairy farm
as they flew from Collier Field. He knew
then being in the air would beat plowing,
haying and milking. At 13, against his father’s
better judgment, he started learning to fly.
At 15, he soloed. It has been many decades
since the farm boy became a flyboy, but he
still flies.

The octogenarian will land his
Luscombe on the 2000-foot grass strip Sun-
day, August 15 at the Will Rogers Ranch
Airport, northeast of Oologah. Frakes is
chairman of the Will Rogers Fly-in at the
ranch airport, which commemorates the
August 15, 1935 crash in Alaska that claimed
the lives of Will Rogersand Wiley Post. The
flying public is invited to attend; about 50
pilots are expected, many of them retired
aviation enthusiasts like Frakes. “Many pi-
lots are just looking for an excuse to fly;” the
seasoned pilot said.

A special guest will be Pearl Carter Scott
of Marlow, Wiley Posts first flight student.
The fly-in officially starts at 9:00AM, but
planes may arrive earlier, Frakes said. Food
concessions will be available.

Frakes well remembers the day he pulled
a newspaper out of the mailbox and saw big
headlines announcing the death of Will
Rogers and Wiley Post. “I ran to the house
to tell my family;” he said. Wiley Post’s watch
stopped at 11:30 AM Oklahoma time on
August 15, 1935. But it would be the next
day before word got back to the United States
that Will Rogers and Wiley Post had died in
a plane crash in the shallow Artic waters.

¥ Engine design based on Lycoming parallel
B Static balanced connecting rods and pistons
B ECI Titan cylinders, nickel or steel

B Computer optimized camshaft intake
& exhaust valve lobe design

AlRCRHRAFT

Taking extreme measures to ensure quality, reliability, and service.

MERICAS

Frakes is proud to have landed on the
original Will Rogers Airport in Claremore,
which was later razed to create an industrial
site. A commemorative sign from the old
airport has been relocated to the ranch air-
strip because of Frakes. He was walking
across the grounds of the Claremore mu-
seum and by chance found it almost buried.

“I looked down and saw a shiny cor-
ner,” he said, and pulled the marker, all but
forgotten, out of the dirt.

In her book Will Rogers, author Betty
Blake Rogers writes of Wills first flight in
1915. He was playing a vaudeville engage-
ment in Atlantic City and Glen Curtiss was
offering flights ina “flying boat”” moored off
the Boardwalk. Passengers were carried to
the plane on the back of an attendant who
waded through the water.

“Will watched day after day, but cour-
age failed him,” she wrote.

On the last day of his engagement he
bought a $5 ticket. When he landed, excite-
ment was on his face. He had his picture
taken in the airplane. It was the beginning
of alove affair with airplanes and pilots. He
never missed a chance to fly and his heroes
were pilots like Post and Lindbergh.

Will Rogers never piloted a plane, but
in 2003 he was inducted into Aviation Week
& Space Technology’s “Top 100 Stars of
Aerospace” at a Paris, France celebration.
From a field of 760 candidates, Rogers was
in 46" place inalist led by Wilbur and Orville
Wright.

For information on the museums or the
fly-in, call 918-341-0719 or visit the website
at www.willrogers.com.

8 Oil sump with improved, high flow induction
system

& Dynamically balanced VAR steel crankshaft
B Carburetor or fuel injection available

] meliaved crankcase with reinforced cylinder
ec

¥ Three years parts and labor warranty

EMNGINMES, s

Shipping Address: 2505 W. Broadway, Collinsville, OK 74021 mMailing Address: PO Box 582453, Tulsa, OK 74158-2453
Toll Free 888-371-1371m 918-371-3000m FAX 918-371-3048 Look us up at http://www.overhaul.comm Email: info @ overhaul.com
FAA Certified Repair Station IAXR223L
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Dale Frakes, Will Rogers Fly-1n Chairman, with a sign from the original Will
Rogers Airport he found accidentally on the grounds of Will Rogers Museum.

Curtiss-Wright Hangar Gets New Doors

SERVICE DEPARTMENT

This is apicture of a happy man. Bob Kemper, organizer of efforts to relocate the
Curtiss-Wright hangar from the original Wiley Post Airport in OKC to the current
Wiley Post Airport in Bethany, is happy because doors from Tulsa International’s
Hangar 2, which is slated for demolition, have been acquired for the Curtiss-
Wright Hangar. By a stroke of good luck, the doors are identical on both hangars.

“Hometown Convenience”

MULGEE

“Friendly Service”

¢ 30 minutes south of Tulsa on Highway 75

¢ Building 10—unit T—Hanger CaII to reserve space now!
¢ Great fuel prices
¢ Jet—A/100 LL

¢ 24/7 self servefuel
¢ Quick turn—around time

¢ Fly into Okmulgee and check usout

¢ Call 918-756-0412 or visit www.okmulgeeairport.org
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by Earl Downs

Here we go! This is the column
that exists only because of your par-
ticipation. You have to help me fill
it in with airport happenings and
gossip (only good stuff). Examples;
first solo flights, new people on the
airport, new businesses on the field,
did someone get their plane
painted, an airport person got mar-
ried or had a baby, a local pilot got
a taildragger endorsement, the mens
room has been repainted, news
about airplane projects, etc. In
other words, stuff that you talk
about when drinking coffee with
you local airport friends.

I’ll start this off with a correc-
tion. In the last issue of the Aviator
| told you about the good folks at
Midwest Air Center on Stillwater
airport. The problem is, my fingers
got mixed up and | transposed some
digits in their phone number (my

Around the Patch

editor missed it—it’s his fault). The
correct number is 405-533-6258.
Sorry guys!
Flight Training

Nielson Aviation, located at
Skiatook airport and owned by John
and Tracy Nielsen, specializes in air-
craft maintenance and taildragger in-
struction. John’s shop works on air-
planes of all sorts; however, he also
specializes in warbirds such as the T-
28 and AT-6. John's maintenance
experience includes the restoration
of an AT-11. The tailwheel training
side of the operation is unique be-
cause of the planes John uses for
training. One is a Taylorcraft L2-M
and the other is a Taylorcraft BL-12.
The L2 was used by the military in
the early 1940s and is in a tandem
configuration using control sticks.
The BL-12 is side-by-side, control
wheel airplane, produced just after
the WWII. These classics have been

“Scratch built” means that Steve McGuire has built every piece of his Baby Ace. No
kit parts here! Steve learned how to weld and is doing the job one piece at time.

restored and are not only great
trainer planes, they add the extra
adventure of taking you back to the
to the days when most planes had
tailwheels. Both of these planes will
qualify for sport pilot operation un-
der the new proposed sport pilot
regulation.

Oklahoma Aviation, a Cessna Pi-
lot Center located on Wiley Post Air-
port announced the addition of
Keith Udcoff to their instructing
staff. Keith is a graduate of the U.S.
Air Force Academy and brings more
than 2,000 hours of flight and in-
structional experience with him.
Keith hails from Dallas and he and
his wife now reside in Edmond. You
can contact Oklahoma Aviation at
405-787-4569.

Aces High at Ponca City

Merle Helt and Steve McGuire
attended the Sport Aviation Associa-
tion Fly In held in Urbana, IL on
June 11-12. Steve and Paul
Poberezny, the founder of the EAA,
presented a forum about the history
and construction of the Corben Baby
Ace, which was first designed in the
1920’s by “Ace” Corben. Paul up-
dated the design in the 1950’s and
wrote a series of construction articles
in Mechanix Illustrated magazine.
The article included plans to build

the single-seat, tube and fabric,
open-cockpit airplane. Hundreds of
Baby Aces have been built since
then, many from the plans in
Mechanix Illustrated. They con-
tinue to be built today. Plans and
kits are available from Ace Aircraft
in Toccoa, GA. Steve is scratch
building a Baby Ace in his shop in
Ponca City. After almost 4 years of
construction, he is starting to cover
the ship. Steve said, “Stop by or give
me a call at 580-762-6986 if you are
interested.”

Jim Eck, also of Ponca City,
found another way to get into the
air in a Baby Ace. He purchased
his plane about 3 years ago. It was
originally built in 1964. When he
bought it, it was pretty ratty (Jim’s
words), so he decided a restoration
was sorely needed. Powered by a
Continental A-75 engine, his Ace
cruises at about 85 mph and flies a
lot like a Cub. Jim says, “There is
one exception though. The Ace
has a lot of drag and the wingspan
is only 26.5 feet, so when you pull
the power back it comes down
fast.” Jim finished the restoration
about a year ago. Last September,
his Ace was selected as Best
Homebuilt at the Tulsa Fly In held
at Bartlesville.

AIRFRAME &
POWERPLANT
WITH A DEGREE

SPARTANL

ano TECHNDLOGY

NAUTICS

FoumbED 1328

Now offering a Bachelor of Science in
Aviation Technology Management that
will allow you to build on your
aviation maintenance certification and
experience and complete a nationally
accredited degree in as little as 20
months.

Evening Classes Available
For details, contact Shawn Scott

Toll Free at (866) 243-9938 or (918) 294-9121
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Taking a different approach from Steve McGuire, Jim Eck restored a previously-
build Baby Ace. As you can see, it has left its “ratty” days far behind.
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24 HOUR SELF SERVICE FUEL I=P e eI TNT AN

100LL- $1.95 JET A- $1.95 —
(Subject to Change)‘$ AMmEX, VISA, Discover,%\vCard, and BP . A I 7
5000 FT. HARD SURFACE RUNWAY & e rees
GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORT WITH Full-Service FBO- Ada Municipal Airport (ADH)
r N d Oklah Al t of the Y
PROT S LQUNGE 6203-Ft Runway . AWOS-11672 . Unicom. 122.8
AFFORDABLE HANGAR SPACE AVAILABLE PH: 580-310-6062 FAX: 580-421-7721

Hangars Available
24-Hr Call Out
Aircraft Detailing
Rental Cars
Courtesy Cars
Conference Room
WSI & Meteorlogix Weather

(918) 476-6090
MidAmerica Airport

LOCATED IN MIDAMERICA INDUSTRIAL PARK « PRYOR CREEK, OK

Choice Industrial Sites Don't forget Oklahoma’s Best Bar-B-Q minutes from the airport!

Peace of Mind

A Case for Aircraft Renter’s Insurance

The gloomy skies above Hometown Airport cleared and Fred was eager to fiy. As
he taxied between the neat rows of parked planes he focused on the vista ahead.
It was a picture-perdfect day - . _ at least until a massive jolt reverberated through
the aircratt accompanied by the deatening sound of sluminum in distress

The ill-fated shock resulted when the wing of Fred's plane collided with a parked
airplane’s turning propeller. Fred, wio untl now thought that renters’ msurance
wias for "the other gqun,” gazad in disbelief, But his troubles were only beginning
Lawesuits ensued, and creditors followed closely

Industry exparts point out that the worst of Fred’'s agonies could have been avert-
ed with proper aircratt renter's insurance. They also point out that there is no
better time to buy than mow, before an accident or incident takes place

Many renters mistakenly balsve that they are covered by thar thight school's or
FE(X's policy. Don’t count on it. Check the policy caretully because the tine primt
will tefl you that, while these entities are covered themselves, their insurance
compaiy can easily sue you, the renter, for the entire claim amount -- or more!

Because aviation insurance is attordable and so easy to obtain, it's 8 wonder why
more renter-pilots haven't considered it An excellent place to start is the ADPA
Insurance Agency [ADPAIA] —one of only two sources for this kind of coverage.
Best of all, the ADPA insurance service is available to anyone, and ADPA members
can receive honus renewal discounts.

There are two aspects to aircraft renters’ coverage: Dne portion covers bodily
mpury and property damage inchuding someaonsa else's property, people in aither
girplane or victims on the ground. The second portion is aircreft damage liahility
coverage strictly for the aircraft that you command, Premium rates vary depend
ing on lability imits selected, so how do you decide? Highly trained ADPAIA
insurance specialists can offer detailed guidance, not only for renter's coverage,
but elso sircraft owners insurance 85 well a5 CF| coverage — essential becauss
of increased nsk exposure

As the nation's largest light aircraft insurance agency, the ADPA Insurance Agency
e i committed to providing comprehensive and affordeble coverage to all piots,
: '@ E Detailed information is available through their toll-free number, 1-800-622-A0PA

'-':' D H ! (267 2], or onling at wiww, aopaia.com

Fred learmed the hard way: An expensive accident can easily result trom a
421 Aviation Way minor lapse of attention or small distraction at a critical time, Why take the risk?
Frederick, MD 21701 A renter's policy provides important peace of mind, protects precious assets

200-USA-ADPA and might be one of the wisest aviation investments that you can make.
W, BDpA.Org

To join or renew your ADOPA membership, visit www.aopa.org or call 1-800-USA-ADPA.

Phillips 66 Jet-A & 100LL Premium Fuels  All Brands of Oill

* Maintenance- From Oll
Change to Overhaul-
Recips & Turbines

» All Major Credit Cards

* Pilots Lounge

» Catering

¢ Aircraft Rental

NIELSENAVIATION
CORPORATION

Tailwheel Instruction &
Aircraft Maintenance

Skiatook Municipal Airport
918.396.7273

Cushing Flight Service
Cushing Regional Airport

«100LL & Jet A ﬂt p
*Pilot-Controlled Runway Lights
*Unicom 122.8

*Open 7 Days 8BAM-5PM
eHangar SpaceAvailable

918-225-6979 or 405-426-6579

Make
The Oklahoma Aviator

Work for You--
Advertise!

SELLING YOUR AIRPLANE?
J-3to JET
Let me make it easy for you!

* Costs you nothing to list with me.

* \ery reasonable commission due
only when sold.

* Highly experienced, efficient--
references on request.

My goal is to create two satisified customers:
THE BUYER AND THE SELLER

Terry Strickland
Strickland Aviation, Inc, Skiatook, OK
918-706-1356,
tistrickland01 @ hotmail.com
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CLOSED T-HANGARS- $165/MO-
AVAILABLE SOON!

OPENT-HANGARS- $65/MO
3-1/2mi E. of Hwy 169 on 76th &. N

Owaso, OK, 918-272-1523
www.randywieden.com/gundy

AIR PARE

Snake Creek Wilderness
Airpark Property Available

Located on beautiful Tenkiller Lake

Paved runway- 2800’ with 700" overrun
Beautiful restricted homesites with lake view
Nicest airpark community in Central U.S.

www.tenkillerlake.com

Cookson, OK
For More Info & Directions, Call:
1-877-457-3458

Angel Flight Inc.

Volunteers flying people in
need.

To learn more about how you can
help someone in need, contact
Angel Flight.

www.angelflight.com
918-749-8992

T.J. INTERI?_IRS

X am=- P

Customized Interiors
Professional Craftsmanship
Call for Free Quotes!

Teri Newton 2304 Airport Dr.
Home: 405-598-1459  Shawnee, OK 74804
Cell: 405-596-4198 ddn124 @itlnet.net

FELKINS AIRCRAFT
FAA CRS WNKR918K
2860 N. Sheridan Rd
Tulsa, OK 74115

« Dynamic Propeller
Balancing-
MORE Program Compliant

* Aircraft Weighing-

By Platform Scales or Load
Cells

* Mobile Service

* Group Rates

Established 1988
918-691-5637 918-585-2002

FAA Medical Certificates
John C. Jackson, D.O.

410 Cherokee, Wagoner, OK 74467
Office: 918-485-5591 FAX: 918-485-8455
Wagoner Community Hospital: 918-485-5514
email: formula@ionet.net

Fly in to Wagoner Municipal (H68) for your exam
We will provide transportation-- call ahead for
scheduling!

FOR SALE due to medical problem:
1976M 172 IFR Skyhawk Il 3472 hrs,
Lyc 320 150 hp 118 hrs (zeroed in
2002), Hangered at RVS. In 2000 re-
placed all windows and interior except
plastic ceiling. Replaced radios with one
new and one rebuilt MX300 flip-flops.
Added wheel fairings, Rosen sun visors,
new gas caps, master comm switch, four
place intercom, muffler and risers, new
tires and brakes, etc. $59,000 Call John
at 918-461-2227 (h), 918-406-3956 (c).
jnewfs@cox.net

1953 Mooney Mite M18C. Restored
1985. 140 hrs on Continental A-75.
British Spitfire paint. Many awards. Lots
of new stuff. Immaculate. $24,500.
580-762-6986 or 580-765-7907

GCM AVIATION
p— 19502 Rogers Post Rd Ste 3

Claremore, OK 74017

Aircraft Rental and
Flight Instruction

Office: 918-343-4615 Home: 918-664-0232
Cell: 918-694-4615 FAX: 918-828-0462
Email: expiperrm@aol.com or

pringlehouse @ cox.net

Need a place to store your
AIRCRAFT?
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Chickasha Municipal Airport
New Hangars space available for
immediate rent

Prices from $90 to $200 per month

For additional information
Call 405-222-6006
or
Visit our web site at

The Right Approach

e, NORTHWES T ARKAKS AS
HORTHWEST AVIONICE, INC
ARKANSAS 5404 AIRPORT BLYD,
AVIOHICE, INC FORT SMITH, AR, 72903
I_‘:'.IJ'II G4B-3001

By s

Cenificd Repair Station QMARGS 1K
Fort Smmith Municipal Asrport

Be a better Pilot! Sharpen skills,
broaden aviation knowledge and
break bad habits by training with
Earl C. Downs, ATP, CFII, A&P.
Antiques, classics, modern aircraft.
Taildragger training in 1946 Champ.
Flight reviews, ground training.
EAA Flight Advisor. Forty-one
yearsexperienceinflight and
ground training.

Be the best you can be!
Golden Age Aviation, Inc,
Cushing, OK.
918-225-7374 (Home & Office)
Email: earldowns@hotmail.com

FOR SALE
AVGASFOR $2.05A GALLON
(subject to change)

Available Self Service Only
24 Hours a Day at
GOLDSBY’SDAVID J. PERRY

AIRPORT
New Identifier 1K4 (Prev. OK-14)

Master Card, VISA,
Discover, and
American Express cards
are accepted.

We dso have open T-hangars for rent.
Call Vergie @ 405-288-6675.

Cleveland Municipal Airport
4000-Ft. Hard Surface Runway
Affordable Hangar Space
Lake Keystone Area

Aircraft Painting & Upholstery

Unicom:122.9 Identifier:95F
918-358-0041

www.chickasha.org/airport.html
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FAA-Certified Repair, Overhaul,
And Dynamic Balancing
Over 25Years Experience

Dynamic balancing half-price with
overhaul or major repair.

Remember!
If it shakes don’t delay!
Call Dr. Dan Today!

in Owasso, OK
Phone/FAX (918) 272-3567
email: PropDoc@aol.com

AIRPLANE
HANGAR DOORS

*Custom built tilt doors any size
*Modification, maintenance and
repair of any existing doors or

buildings

Oakes Welding and Fabrication
Sand Springs, OK
918-241-1317 or 918-625-5739

Fully insured, in business since
1995. References available.

Lloyd Stelljes

Stedl Clear Span Buildings
Congtruction Management

s Bulldenr—

HCR 68 Box 1472, Vian, OK 74962
Phone 918-773-6121
Toll Free 888-572-3399 (888-L SB-3399)

Mini Storage Buildings- Aircraft Hangars

Speed Craft Interiors

Aircraft Upholstery
Gundy’sAirport
Owasso, OK
Call 918-272-9863
John & Jane Fisher Owner/Opr.




We Fly the Cirrus SR22-G2!

Northern Oklahoma Flight

Academy Takes Off!

The 2004 (and first) session of the
Northern Oklahoma Flight Academy
(NOFA) got off the ground on June
7, 2004 in Ponca City for 45 young-
sters interested in aviation. The
Flight Academy for students grades
5-12 was held at the Ponca City Re-
gional Airport and was sponsored by
the Ponca City Aviation Booster Club
and the Ponca City Regional Airport.

The mornings of Monday, Tues-
day, and Wednesday were devoted to
aviation-related classroom activities
and the afternoons were filled with
hands-on activities to reinforce the
concepts learned during the morning
sessions—with emphasis on “fun”
ways to learn. EAA Chapter 1046

also gave Young Eagle airplane rides
to all of the students.
Thursday was a “show and tell”

Grins are definitely in order at the end of Earland Mike’s Cirrus flights.

by Earl Downs

There we were, Mike Huffman and
| sitting in our Oklahoma Aviator
booth at Bartlesville Biplane Expo. Ah,
the sound of round motors (engines,
for you purists), the smell of oil 0ozing
and burning as these flying art-forms
from the past taxied by. This was avia-
tion at its best—the good old days when
just flying was the thrill, not how fast
you got there. Yes, | said to myself,
those were the good old days.

As | was becoming lost in a Walter
Mitty daydream of flying the mail in
the 1920s, a stranger approached us.
He turned out to be Jeff Sandusky, Re-
gional Sales Director for the Cirrus
Design Corporation. He asked if we
would like a demonstration flight in
their new Cirrus SR22-G2 airplane.
We looked out to the ramp and the
sleek, gleaming SR22 parked there was
beckoning. My viewpoint suddenly
changed. | was hooked! My daydream
of low and slow became replaced with
the anticipation of taking the controls
of this speed merchant. | responded
to Jeff with a cool, “If you insist.”
After all, the biplanes would still be
around when | returned.

Like most of you, | had seen pic-
tures of the Cirrus and read several pi-
lot reports. This flight was to be demo,
not a complete test flight, but I hoped
it would answer some questions | had
about the overall capabilities of the
plane. Over my years of flying oodles
of different production planes and
many types of homebuilts, I have come
to the following conclusion; most pro-
duction planes are swell for transpor-
tation, but lack what I call a “happy”
flying quality. By that I mean, you
don’t get a smile on your face just be-
cause the plane handles so well.

On the other hand, flying

day, with visits by an Oklahoma

Highway Patrol helicopter and a “fly-
ing intensive care unit” Cessna Cara-
van ambulance plane owned by Car-
diac Air Transport of Oklahoma City.
Students also toured the Conoco/
Phillips jet aircraft, observed weather
radar, heard about and saw ultralight
aircraft, and watched a model rocket
demonstration.

Friday they traveled to Tulsa for a
day at the Tulsa Air and Space Mu-
seum along with a tour of the Spartan
College of Aeronautics A&P section.

Saturday they and their families
were treated to a free breakfast at the
Booster Clubhouse, followed by a
graduation ceremony. The staff had
fun and the students did, too. The
club is evaluating the success of the
program and at the first look, they
believe the Flight Academy will be
continued next year.

homebuilts often results in an ear-to-ear
grin, but in some the grin starts to dis-
appear when it comes to long distance
flying or IFR operations. Most every-
body is aware that the Cirrus has its roots
in the sexy, high-end kitplane market.
As such, one would expect crisp, respon-
sive handling characteristics and high
cruise speeds. That, combined with the
side stick and state-of-the-art glass cock-
pit automatically results in a high “gee-
whiz” factor. But | wondered how well
the technology would integrate.

The first thing you notice about the
SR22 is that it completely breaks with
the traditional high-performance
singles of the past. The Continental
310 HP engine can be found on many
planes, but the rest of the airplane sets
new standards. All-composite con-
struction, super modern instrument
display and avionics, incredibly simpli-
fied engine operation, and fixed land-
ing gear are just a few of the unique

features of this high performance plane.

When it was my turn to fly, I en-
tered the cockpit through one of the
two spacious doors and found an en-
vironment both sophisticated and
simple. The lack of clutter is stun-
ning. Jeff briefed me for about fif-
teen minutes on the basic operation
of the panel display and avionics. A
comprehensive ground-training pro-
gram would be required to completely
grasp the full capabilities of this mag-
nificent suite of electronic gear, but
Jeff’s briefing was more than enough
for our demo flight.

Part of the reason for the “clean”
cockpit is the flight control system. This
airplane uses a side-stick controller for
roll and pitch control. The side-stick,
different from what | was used to, at
first looked like it would be awkward to
use. It turns out this was not the case.

By the time | had completed the takeoff
and started a left turn out of the pat-
tern, I was becoming comfortable with
the side-stick. What | was not used to
was the ease of engine operation—al-
most as easy as a jet. One lever operates
both the throttle and the prop.

The visibility is spectacular; even
in a climb, and to use the word “com-
fortable” does not do justice to the feel
of the cockpit. Then I noticed it—I
was smiling.

Dutch rolls were easy because of
the aileron/rudder interconnect. The
pitch and roll was crisp, but not
“twitchy.” Even while indicating 160
knots, the pitch control was smooth
and holding altitude was a breeze. At
80 knots, it felt as solid and respon-
sive as at cruise speed. Jeff asked me
to connect the autopilot to demon-

strate its capabilities, and | did, but
only for a few minutes because |
wanted to feel this baby.

During the approach to land, I set
up the ILS, using the same 110 knots
I use in a Bonanza, to get a compari-
son of how the Cirrus handles. All
concerns about having to work hard
on the approach faded away. Some-
how, Cirrus has combined the respon-
sive “grin” factor with the stability that
is a must for safe IFR operations.

While | did not perform a full
technical test flight of the CR22, |
learned enough to convince me that
that Cirrus is more than just another
new airplane design; it is a well-inte-
grated “transportation system.” Such
new 21%-century designs will ulti-
mately make traditional production
airplane designs obsolete.

The Oklahoma Aviator, July 2004, Page 11



918-298-4044

iati Riverside/Jones Airport
- = www.swaviation.net 8720 Jack Bates Ave.
Southwest Aviation Specialties, LLC |_].lm | |E_| Tulsa, OK 74132
4 FAX: 298-6930

Parts/Sales Avionics Aircraft Maintenance Aircraft Charter Service Acquisition and Brokerage

(Aircraft Charter
(FAA Part 135
(International Authority

(Fractional Aircraft Ownership

(Aircraft Management

(Full Service Maintenance

(Avionics
(Garmin GNS-530- from $13,000 installed (Phase inspections
(Garmin GNS 430- from $9,000 installed (Annuals/100-hour inspections
(Dealer for all major avionics brands (On-site avionics maintenance
(We will beat any written quote from an (Let us be your one-stop
Oklahoma dealer! maintenance facility

WWW.HOWARDAIRCRAFT.COM

Specializing in the sale, acquisition,
& brokerage of Cessna 210 Centuri-
ons and other quality high-perfor-
mance aircraft.

Offering these 210's and other piston singles & twins:
W1961 C-210A, 1450 on 300HP 10-520 reman!! 3-bld prop, HSI, WX-9, Cent AR 9/8 !!
w1962 C-210B, 2452 TT, 462 SMOH, GX-65 GPS, Dig IFR, DME, New 5K Prop, 9/9 !!
1968 P206, 4620 TT, 1380 SMOH, 225 STOH, 3-bld, KX-155's, AR, New Paint, Clean !
w1969 C-210J, 3817 TT, 175 Eng/Prop, IFR-Cert GPS, King, DME, IIB AR New P&l !!
WJohn Denver's '74 T210L, 2780 TT, 850 SMOH, R-STOL, Speed Brakes, STEC 60-2 !!
W1982 T-210N, 3-owner, 2977 TT, 850 FRMN, Garmin 430, HSI, 4008, clean, 8+/8!!
1984 C-210N, 2135 TT, 901 FRMN, A/C, Hot Plate, Garmin 530 & 300XL, HSI, STOL !
i

Riverside Airport Office Now Open!
Tulsa, Oklahoma
Phone: 918-296-4326
£ ¥ E-mail: dan@howardaircraft.com
) i | 20000t |
www.aircraft-specialties.com or 800-826-9252 F I Y
Aircraft Specialties Services is your complete one stop aircraft parts and pilots supplies headquarters. You

YOUR ONE STOP AIRCRAFT

can fly-in, drive-in, or order on-line 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. Aircraft Specialties

Services in located at 2860 North Sheridan road in Tulsa, just across the street from the general aviation Dklahoma 0 KLAI H OM A

runway at Tulsa International Airport. .ﬁlm’t
In addition to parts and pilot supplies, Aircraft Specialties Services still offers the finest in aircraft engine nm

machine work, which includes their exclusive Platinum Precision Reconditioning. They can take your proven Association

steel engine parts- crankshaft, camshaft, connecting rods, rocker arms, tappet bodies, counterweights, and . .

starter adapters- and return them in like-new condition. Serving the inter e_sts of t/’_le owners and operators
Aircraft Specialties Services also offers the latest in digital crankshaft balancing and they have recently of all air; por ts in Oklahoma

added a full line of aircraft hardware. Their goal is to be your complete one stop aircraft parts supercenter. Stop

o call shop on-ins todey, Alrcraft Speciatties Services. e mram SUPERIZR For information or application contact Debra Coughlan, Executive

f Director OAOA, P. O. Box 581838, Tulsa, OK 74158

“nomzeax 2860 N. Sheridan Road, Tulsa, OK 74115 Phone: 918-836-6872_Fax: 918-836-4419 Telephone 918.838.5018  Fax 918.838.5405
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